Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



I 



n/^IxoCoctvu- ^\/i^A^Jy^y^>^ 



■*'* , 







.■ / 






4jt*-:y^K 



t*^^-. 



BEGGAR BOY: 



A NOVEL, 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 



•i>M» 



f*4*« 



BY- THE LATE 



Mr. THOMAS 



-^nt^ 



BELLAMY. 



■^ r. 



(•■ 



-x- 



i 





5» ■' 



VOL. I* 












J >» 




>« J 



.J J 



»» < K -'■ 



.. » - IJ 






-* ' J ' 



i « J -* 



J 4 



^aOeymUJn'a ; 



WLxj 



^>i^MTXP BY COTTOM AND STEWART, BOOK«ELHIt* 
A(}D STATIONERS, ROTAL-STRefiT| 







'•^i^x 



1 

. ^ THELUfiW .YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

578263 A 

ASTOR, LENOX AND 

TILDEN FOUNDATIONS 

n 1932 L 



■^ 









• I 












• >m 



* m 



• ii 



'>^ •( r / 






lui p a i mij w u jff^-* ^ ' "^ < |" ii^ ^ !' * ■■- f-ij*. ' !" ' ■ .." ■ I.. ' ' t- i .»in i' 



PREFACE. 



. SINCERE frieftdfliip for Mr. Bellamy," 
:h commenced many years ago, and con« 
zdy without interruption, to the day of his 
h ; an intimate acquaintance with his corn- 
ions ; and fome converfations with him, 
:he fubjeO: of the Beggar Boy 9 which he 
imfinifhed ; induced me to undertake the 
pletion of that work, which I trud I have 
mplifhedy without much derogation from 
lefigu or his language. 
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BEGGAR BOY. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Lady sf the CaJiU. 

i JL HE Lady of th^ Cattle ! — ^Are we thea 
;lt) journey through deferts wafte ! forefts 
drear ! — encounter one-eyed giants— dcftroy 
fell enchanters— *lay wafte caftles, where ladies 
iiir, and courtly and courageous knights, have 
fin* centuries remained immured and fpelU 
|N)und — to come at — the beggar boy ?** 
The reader may depend on*t, no fuch thing 
intended j the lady alluded to is neither 
re nor lefs than Dame Sympkins^ who, 
die time this hiftory takes its date, was 
refs of The Caftle, the only inn of repute 
he delightful, and, in her day, flourifhing 
j€ of Auburn. The moral bard of nature 
of truth was then unborn, who has fince 
ed its fall in ftrains of native elegance 
gettuine feafibility. 



b T H E fi E G C A R B O ^. 

' ^anny Roberts, the pretty bar-maid of the: 
aforefaid iDanfion, paid, for reafons of her 
own, great attention to the interefts of heri 
mafter, the pertly, and wdMooking BonifaceJ 
of the tap, till he became a widower ; but, 
before his helpmate, Dame Sympkins, is 
difmiffed from the page, it is proper Ibme-i 
thing fhould be faid about her. 

The landlord of the Caftle, after having! 
been fome years in that fituation, found that| 
the few hundreds left him by his thrifty parents, 
were dflipated in the fupport of his inn^ and 
that it ftill wanted a few more to prefervej 
its refpeftability. In this fituation, he con* 
fidered it far more eligible to take the wealthy! 
relift of his late butcher, whofe faith he had] 
put to a heavy trial, to wif?, than pay her de- 
^lands, which, at that time, very far exccede|i| 
all he was worth in the world. 

But the money brought him by Mrs. Symp- 1 
kins did not, by any means, compenfate for 
her extreme ill-temper, and ever- watchful jea- 
loufy. The poor manned a fad life for feveral 
years, while fhe was able to buftle about andj 
be miftrefs of her own houfe ; at length, healtj 
began to fail, Fanny Roberts was appointee 
jiujnble fubftitute, and the fcene underwent ai 
entire change. 

That young body had not been a month ii 
her new fituation, before a fevere fit of the goi 
confined her miftrefs to her chamber, whi( 
vifitation the dofior attributed to his patient^ 
making too free a ufe of the good things in tl 
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THE BEGGAR BOYv f 

bat, and which were within reach of her elbow* 
chlir^ in which eafy and ancient feat it was 
hercuftom to indulge, after her fatigues every 
afternoon. 

Matters now took a diflferent turn. The fick 
woman was no longer confidered as an objeft 
ef terror ; flie was treated like one very much- 
m the way ; my landlord left his confequence, 
Fanny managed, in every refpefl:, to his liking ; 
and, according to the phrafe of Jolly Jack 
Sympkins, of The Caftle, *^ Affairs were as 
5they fliould beJ* 

The old enemy of Dame Sympkins, fevere 
as his vifit proved, at length, gave her foma 
refpite. The dodlor's prefcriptions produced 
a favorable e£fed, and, to the no fmallconfter-r 
nation of the family, ihe was again able to 
buftle and command ; once more Ihe took the 
lead, and ruled with her ufual feverity. 

But the difmay thus^ occafioned, foon diili^ 
pated ; her evil genius ftill prevailed, and, in 
i|}ite of repeated warnings, again led her fo 
often to her cabinet of cordials, as to produce 
* perpetual fever on her fpirits, attended with 
other ailments, that fixed her in her great chair 
^efore mentioned, from whence fhe could only 
exhibit her former felf, in the power of her 
i^ngs, which, indeed, appeared to have expe- 

meed no abatement. But, alas! of what 

di was that power, without its former ac- 
tpanimtjnts? Dame Sympkins could no 

jer purfue her maids from chamber to cham- 
i^^Mttd opcafionally enforce obedience, by the 
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cxercife of tbafe natural weapons , denominated 
fingers, with nails at the end of them, in the 
free ufe of which, no perfonage in all the coun 
try round difplayed more animated (kill. Nc 
longer could flie vifit the ftables, and drive fron 
» thence the idle drones fhe was fure to fine 
there, wafting their time, and, to ufe a verj 
familiar phrafe of the decaying landlady 
** Gulping down her liquor/* No longer could 
fhe pay attention to the larder, and there dailj 
examine that part of its ftore^, which was 
fomewhat, another faying of her's, " On the 
go,*' and give her orders to Betty the cook 
to ferve them up in the form of flews, haOieS] 
and other ways, in which Betty was fure tc 
prove herfelf a confiderable adept, and by thai 
means, enabled hjsr thrifty miftrefs to make a 
(how, when a hill was produced of the aforefaid 
chops, cutlets, kidnies, and other articles, 
which had lingered on the flielf beyond theii 
appointed time, and thus created a fcent, which 

I but for fuch timely prevention, might have pro 
ved fomewhat offenfive to thofe difcernin| 
vifitors, who occaiionally looked in upon he 

^' well-formed difplay of fifh, flefli, and fowl. 

To add to her affliftion, her dear Jack,^ lino 
> her illnefs, was no longer the man fhe onc( 
knew him. " No, no,** faid^he altered wq 
man to her cupboard cronies^ *'Ifee, I i% 
how it is ; it's all over with me \ that ai 
Fan does as fhe pleafes. But oh! if I could b 
ftir about, Td fliew her the difference. It mak^ 
me fhudder on my fcat^,, that it does, to fee, i, 
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I have done, the fly glances that pafs between 
her and aiy once kind hufband, who ufed ta 
f)e attentive and fubmiflive> and, when I was 
put out of temper by my flirts .about me> 
would keep his proper diftance, and not fuffer 
my confequence to be leiTened — but God's 
will be fubmitted to, I fay; — what can a poor 
creature, like me, do ? — Yes, yes, they may 
laugh, and alack-a-day, they wi// laugh if they 
fee me at any time take ever fo fmall a drap of 
comfort y — and would you think it, my un- 
grateful and hard-hearted hufband has fome- 
times the cruelty and the infolence to hold up 
an empty bottle to my face, and fay, * A good 
day*s work, miftrefs,* when,.wickecl varlet a? 
he is, he well knew he had taken the better 
part of it himfelf. But he knows, aiid well he 
knows, the vile ingrate, that I cannot rife 
from this chair ; if I could, Fd fhew him the 
diflference, as I have done many*s the time and 

. oft. But I have been too gentle, too forbear- 
ing, and fee what comes on*t/* 

This, reader, is a fpecimen of thofe daily 
complaints, which the fick matron of the Caf- 
tie ufed to utter to her gang of goffips, who al- 

' ways beftowed a hearing with Job's patience, 

' smd who, to give, them their jufl: due, always^ 
proved neithir better nor worfe than Job's 
►mforters. 

^ The complaint of Mrs Sympkins now rz^ 
acfly gained ground, and, in time, the poor 
' Viiiarx became fo much weakened as to be ut-- 

%'y^&^^ unable to exert herfelf, nor could all \^^^^ 
~ A V 
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retnonftrances prevail on her once fubmiffive 
helpmate to turn away Fanny, for the ex« 
treme ' infolence fhe now daily experienced 
from that ungrateful and artful huffey, as flic 
was pleafed to term her. 

Infult upon infult, at length, entirely fub- 
dued her fpirits — Sympkins turned a deaf ear 
to every thing flie had to fay againft his favo- 
rite, now but too publicly acknowledged ; and 
for which partiality, fo openly expreffed, even 
his bed friends as openly condemned him ; for» 
with all her faults. Dame Sympkins had a re- 
al regard for her hufl^and, and had evinced it 
in many a generous inftance, even before mar- 
riage, when, but for fueh prompt and friendly 
aid, his name would have been entered inthac 
black-letter lift, which, twice a- week, makes 
ks unwelcome appearance, to the utter difmay^ 
of the tottering tradefman, threatened by his 
neighbour's ruin* 

The malady of the fuffering woman rapidly 
Hicreafed, and foon gained its laft and fatal 
fiation, the ftomach. Not a fervant in the 
houfe looked in upon her, as fho fat moaning 
in her melancholy chamber, to which flie was 
now ordered} her ill qualities onlyi became the 
theme of converfation in the kitchen. Fanny 
took care to keep up the ball^ of detraftion,. 
and, when Sympkins, who was much liked fyv. 
a fpecies of dry humour he was ever difplay-. 
ing, td) the diverfion of his gueflis,^ appeared »« 
mong them in the tap-room, a fignificant nod 
io the qacttion^ ^f How g9c% \3S).^ c\4 ^tV?!*^ 
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fo^ieded by a fimper fratn Fanny, was Aire 
akcay^ to produce a Ijiearcy laugh, while the 
^^ip went round, "Ta the fpeedy deliverance 
of jolly Jack, and the future landlady.'* The 
truth was, Mrs. Sympkins, when (he left the 
bar, did not leave the bed of characters behind 
feer, for civility or moderate charges.— -Jack, 
who was reckoned a hearty fellow, and the 
reverfe of his rib, never fufferedin the opinion 
of his cuftoniers^ for a condu£t he always coo* 
demned,. but dared not, till of late, prefume 
to oppofe. 

The period, fo rnu^h defired, at length ar- 
rived, >wh$a the doclor gave place tothe.un- 
deriaker,and Mrs. Sympkins was decently laid 
mher grave, to the entire fatisfadion of her 
hufband, who, in a fe*j<r weeks, took :Eanny 
to church, from whence (he returned Mrs 
5ympkin$^ the handfome miftrefs of the 
Caftle. 



CHAPTER HI. 

^atitude bpngs down its own Pu^i/hmeuU 

PR the fpace of fix months, all wag har- 
I8y and funfhine at the jtbode of the new 
ivacried couple, but the event will prove that 
;es are not always to be trofted. 
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In her union uith K-. Syni'kas, Fanny^ 
had onlyftudicd l.ei own iatereft. Any thing 
like affedion for a perf^mold enough to be 
her father, (he could never think of entertain- 
ing ; in fad, ihe loathed his perfon, and de- 
fpifed his fondnefs. Her end obtained, fhe de- 
termined to confine herfelf to the ftudy of rul- 
ing a hufband (he could not love, and to the 
art of gaining admirers. 

Vanity was her ruling paflion — it had beeir, 
and ftill was fated to prove her bane. She no 
longer exhibited the engaging fmile and plead- 
ing manner, that bad formerly won upon all 
the domeftics of the houfe, while fhe made one 
amongft them ; and all that feemuig fweetnefs 
of difpofition, fo artfully affumed, and fo well 
preferved-till her aim was attained, (he thought 
fit,. con(iftently with the line of condud (he 
had drawn for the future^ fuddenly to relia- 
qui(h. 

The rapid and unlooked-for change gave 
much difguft to the deluded Sympkins. He- 
found the bufinefs of his inn decreaiing too- 
perceptibly. The repulfive confequence and^ 
altered looks of its miftrefs foon drove the or- 
dinary traveller from the houfe, where he no 
longer met the welcome he had been ufed to. 
All this the difappointed man deeply bewailed; 
but, if he attempted to remonftrate, his pre- 
fent wife had her own way,- though very dif* 
ferent from that of his former, to put him to 
filcnce* 

Auba end of the foft. twdve^oivUi a.ft§t.'^ 
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.bis imprudent marriage, Mr. Sympkins begaa 

Vtoleixperience all its fatal confequences ; his 

?&amor forfook him, and his downcafl: looks 

Tfpoke the anguifh of his mind. It was evident. 

> to all that Mrs. Sympkins confidered him as 

*:an objeft of contempt j his own refleftion for* 

Jcver upbraided him ; he flew for relief to the 

^tneans his firft wife had taken, and> devoid of 

:inind, or conduft, was never eafy in himfelf, 

but when in a ftate of inebriation. 

: To account, in fomc meafure, for appear- 

, ances, certainly againft her, on the pare of 

, Mr. Sympkins, towards the hufband ihe bad 

fp improperly treated, it was fopii whifpe^red 

throughout the neighbourhood, the inhabi- 

iJSLnts of which gained the hint from her own 

:^C€!i'v^nt8, among whom remarks upon^s;iftirtg 

i^ircumftances pafled pretty freely, that the 

, jady had <:afl: a partial *ey^ 4ipon Mr. OodJ. 

:i|i4n, the new waiter, who had travelled into 

Ibceign parts, as aa attendant upon a young 

-fioblemano and who had iteturned every way 

\iPom|>letely qvialifiedfor th^ office he figured 

. in* 

Goodwin was ia poffeffion of a fine perfon, 
v^nd had not yet fecn his thirtieth year ; his 
attention and civility, pleafed all comers, and 
^ the contrail bet weea this man and his mafter 
j]fras certainly very ftriking. Poor Jack was no 
.Mt^g^er the jolly fellow he had been ; his loud 




. ,^^ghandhis free joke were no longer heard 
*?^ the Jap-room, where he, till of late, was 
ifottt to be the foul of the caufe, when all was 
;^ee and merriment. 
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His prefent fituation created fevere reflei*- 
tion ; hfe felt mortified and dared not conl- 
*plain;he could not but call to mind his own 
conduft towards his late partner, who hadr 
raifed him from the brink of ruin, and how 
had ihe been repaid ? The thought^ of hpw 
(he had Been haftened to an earlier grave thaa 
nature intended;, and through his means, em- 
bittered his repofe ; he was now fenfible fhe 
had difervcd better from his hands ; the critite 
ofingrathude ftared him in the face,- and he 
deeply experienced that punifhment which is 
fare, fooner or later, to overtake thofe who 
forget benefits received, and who fpurn their 
benefactors. 

Providence, ever wife in* its decrees, and 
juft in its difpenfations, now paid an awfuFviftt 
to the repentant Sympkins» His lovely Fanny,^ 
as he was wont to call her, who could fo well 
aiTume the mild endearing look, and the gen- 
tle perfuafiv^ manner, now, to the outrage of 
common decency and common gratitude, for- 
bade him her prefence, upon the plaufible, 
and, in faft, too juft plea, of his being in a 
conftant ftate of ftupid intoxication. What 
will not a few revolving months accomplifli? 
The look that pleafed and the manner that won, 
w^re transferred in their transforming, but 
tranfitory courfe, from the dupe to her arti- 
fice, to the objeft of her love* 

In the fame chamber, and nearly in the i^^^ 
ftate with the wife he had haftened to her 
grave, did the erring and improvident Sym^^ 






t 



T^I E BEGGAR. Jl O Y. tf 

IwnsL fit for hours, v^ithout a voice to cheer 
him, and for days, without a vifit from her, 
^ho fo eafily could forget her duty, and fet at 
nought every appearance flic ought to hav« 
preferved. It was no longer the queftion in the 
ist^-room, '* Where's jolly Jack?'* the vifitors, 
BOW admitted there, obferving the change ex- 
hibited in the fair and goodly miftrefs of the 
Caftle, occafionally might fay, " How's the 
poow fellow above flairs ?" forgetful of the 
ready hand that, at free charge, had fo often 
filled the reviving tankard, fo often prefented 
the friendly loan to the needy and ftinted tra« 
veller ! All thefe deeds were forgotten, and no 
circle, in court or city, could difplay meannefs 
and duplicity, in a greater degree, than in the 
fervile boundaries of the Caftle. — Ingratitude 
is confined to no fpot — The harpy esifts in 
every form, and in every place. 

It happened, in the dead of night, when all 
in the inn were folded in the arms of fleep, 
except its fuffering matter, who was ftretched 
oh a mean bed and in an obfcure room, (the 
houfe on a public occafion being full of com- 
pany,) Tacked with increafmg agony of frame, 
ttid perturbation of mind, that his fufferings 
were heightened by an alarm of fire, which 
broke out in the ftable, diredkly beneath his 
chamber. A ready fupply of water, foon al- 

1^ layed its threatening alpeft; but to flop its 
p^^fefs, and fully to fuhdue it, its oppofing 
di^inent was fo plentifully ftiowered upon the 

^|ylcldilig cafcmcnt of the fick man's apartmenty 
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who, in the general tumult, was totally forgou 
tcn by every oni&, that it came in a deluge up^** 
on him, and he lay, for a long ^ace, drenchw 
^d fenfelefs. When he recovered, he fouiMl^ 
hiiiiffelf removed to another fpot,:fnd that fom<M | 
attention had been paid to him. For this \id 
had to thank his old oftler, James j who,luckitp 
for his niafter,itas grateful for kind offices, ftii 
r^member^d. " 

Through the careleflnefs of James it v/z$y 
that the acodent happened. The poor fellow^ 
fatigued with a hard day's work, had gone tui 
fleep en the draw, and had not properly fecu* 
red his lailthorn. No fooner had alarm fubfi*^ 
ded, than he recolledted that his old mailer lay 
in the roorti above. 

He had ferved Mr. Sympkins from a child j 
he fprung to his aid ; with proper affiftanc^ *^ 
he got him removed to a place more fitting foi^ 
his deplorable ftate, and, when, the now dying 
Sympkins awoke from his fwoon, he found the 
unfortunate James (landing by him, and cry^ 
ing like a child, at the mifery he had unwit-^' 
tingly occafioned. 

With feeble accent, Mr. Sympkins enquired 
if he could fee his wife, and was anfwered itf 
the negative.^ 

Thelate robuft and healthfuLFianny had notr 
become a very fine lady, her natural affeda-fj 
tion being much increafed by the flattery to 
which her fituation expofeA her, and whidi' 
fhe had lately experienced fxOvX fcveral of hef ^ 
diftinguiflied guefts* '^ ^f 










'ilie^o&or, willing to nurfe a good patienttir 
^0 hadjately imagined herfelf alHi£t^ with 
i^kli^nn^, on the prefentt)ccafionj intreated 
Iter to remain as calm as pofTrble in her roonu 
Il.was to this fage Gaten that Sympkhis put 
1^ queftion. The man of phyfic had been fent 
trf his patient on the fubjeft of enquiry con- 
fining the poor wretch, as Ihe termed her 
dying hufband. Her meflenger furveyed the 
ibivering object before him, with an eye of in- 
difference^ and feeiing his pulfe, informed him, 
tn a' manner the nK>ft unqualified, that he was 
paA all hopes of recovery. — Again the fick 
man exclaimed, " And cannot I fee my wife, 
my Fanny ?" To this qucftion, put with a 
piteous accent, the do£lor replied, that Ke 
muft difpenfe with feeing his patient, as her 
nerves wer^ greatly fhaken, and ^hat, in her 
prefent ftate, the fight of him might b^ atten* 
4td with very ferious confequences. 
- Mr* Sympkins glanced a look of reproach 
Kt bis unfeeling vifitor, and exclaimed in afor- 
M^ul, tremulous, and feeble tone :— *It is all as 
it (hould be; I am rightly ferved. Tell her, how- 
I V ^ii^^that I die in peace with all the world, and 
^ >f4fli I could forgive myfelf, as freely as I do her 
Uiddndnefs, Tell her, I have not long to live j 
^ llldtb^r day will probably make her her own 
jfli^r^s, and I pray you add, it is now my fer- 
^yifti to fee her no more— the fight of her 
only difturl) my laft moments/' 
unhappy man took a draught, fent him 
4oftor, about an hour after that gentle^ 

B 
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S^ had left him, and the obidientwSt fiiWf^ 
c^srwi his laft injunaion. ; ^?^ 

^Jantes remained with his mafter till the j 
moment of bis releafei and ^ ere the return of' ] 
daiy^ performed the laft fad o^q^I 









CHAPTER III. \ 




Marry in hajie^(fays the old adage ^ J and repent f,y^ 

at liefure. >1 

RSe SYMPKINS, on being informed of^^ 
thife melancholy departure of her hufband, re-'^ I 
fufed not at ear ; ftie beftowed upon his remains,^- 
an cxpenfive funeral, and did not become Mrs.,^ 
Ooodwin till thofe remains had refted a com^ i 
plete twelvemonth in their peaceful grave. t. 
Previous to his marriage with the young aix4-ji - 
lovely widow, Goodwin, following that lady's^v^, 
example on a fimilaroccafion, did not coaie^ 
forward in his own charafter till a certain time v^ 
after the ceremony. Gentle as the fummer'; 
breeze, weeks and months paffed away, the 
happy pair were attentive to each other, aiid^^ 
mutual fatisfaclion appeared to tranquillizei 
their bofoms. It was Goodwin's refolve to^ 
rc^iove his wife from that fituation, where ti<^' 
had often beheld her attentive to thofe flatter-^ 
\ng nothings, vrhicb ha4 rendered her vain toa^ 
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aflaining. To ^ffed an end fo tif e4fal to.bltr 
repoie, he fixed upon a day on which a pitfltjii, 
of young gentlemen had befpoke a dian;ei?f|p' 
.On this day he determined to exhibit the fir ft; 
difplay of a lordly hufband. The time ariiVpd^ 
, and, as ufiial, Mrs Goodwin appeared in the 
bar, arrayed in her bed looks, and her beffe 
robings. 

There Ihe had long remained liftening to 

the foft whifper of adulation which buzzed 

around her, when fhe was fummbncd away on 

pretended bufinefs. She found Mr. Goodwin 

ih the^arlour ; his look alarmed her, tloudect 

as it was with a foreboding frown. After a 

.fhort filence, which heightened her fufpenjfey 

be told her, in a manner not the mofl: geQ^y 

arid, indeed, perfeftly new to her, that obecR- 

ence was the boundeh duty of every good 

wife-^that her foible was not unknown to hira, 

and that he found it an ad of jufiice he owed 

to himfelf, to order her from that hour frpiii 

the bar: '' You have not, madam,'* he conti« 

niied, " to contend the cafe with me ;, I am, I 

will berefolute — I am not a Sympkins* Retire 

to your fitting room; there remain for the 

' day — obey me and reply not/* Perceiving he 

\ was on the point of being difobeyed in the lat- 

I ter pltrt of his charge, he thus interrupted the . 

tmm'^ his alarmed partner was preparing—^ 

'*l|tirk me, madam, I have only to accufe you 

of i|4?ifeve vanity , I believe your virtue un-. 

^ '*^|; \ In ading as I do, I have no other, 

Mjban ii^ my Qwnfef€t^^lwi\jQka.%i^ 
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j&pjur of a thoughtlefs wife, which demandc.a^ 
.]|^rdi«in. J may appear abrupt, Mr^. Good^. 
Vfijfkj but !t is better, once for all, and to prc^^ 
yeJit altercation on your pait, to teJl you, 
commands mud ever be abfolute, and 
your duty confifts in obedience/' ^ IK: 

Mr. Goodwin left the room, wher^ Mm^ 
Goodwill did not think it prudent to wait IjW^ 
bufband's return ^ overwhelmed with grid^ 
wonder, and difmay, at a Ie6ture fo arbitra*^^- 
decifive, and unlooked-for ; ihe deplored iS0 
deftiny i (he faw it would be vain to conteo^ 
and it required not the mydery of a ff^ilUatm 
%Q tell her, the honey- moon was oven . i ^ 

The day paflGsd on, diftreffii^ as her filttf^ 
tipn^ preicnt and future, appeared, without ft^ 
or fjSiintings, on the part of the lady ; who, tik^| 
king her thoughts to council, very wifely coifrj 
eluded, any little artifice of that nature woiu^, 
only mar her caufe, not mend it ; and, ait^ 
the unequivocal expreffions fhe had heard^'fxi«; 
1^ extreme confternation, from the perfonijii 
whom (he was bound for life, who is thept| 
pretending to the fmallefl: degree of pruden^^ 
but what would have afted precifely in tl 
feme manner as did*the awakened Mrs. Goji 
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From this period, the parties lived free 
thofe little difputes, which frequently arifti 
tween thofe couples who may efteem t! 
felves more happy ; but where, as in the 
fent inftance, abfolute fway is confined to oi 
fide, it muft be allowed, that an end is coi 
pletely put to, mutual contention. 
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^r t'he- b £ g ci' a H. tf 6*ii^y it 

^ A'J^^ iea»val of the hftndfbme landlady fr^ 
JHN|^|9tr: ^J^eqame a nme-day's wonder j bdtv 
dia^Cjsly fc^d that wonder ceafed^than another 
]Cri^fiar greater magnitude took place. Contra- 
I ryta every hope he could pofliblyhave form- 
^ V ill, a very diftant relation of Mr. Goodwin's 
\.^M^^. without heirs, a very large fortune de* 
'^liSplved to that refpeftable perfonage. Elevatecf 
^ vJ^the fydden change, he in ft-intly- gave up his 
- /i^ -threw away the napkin, and commenced^ 
• ^^^Himan ; a pare entirely new to him, and 

' iiifl th€ filling up of which he could not pre- 
^ Alfne upon a- fingle requifite. In this refpeft |t 

^^^0^ Mr. Good win J as it has 

' ri#)ue/with otiiers like him, who have been un- 

,i6irpe<9:edly raifed from obfcurity to alHueiiye; 
^^wiiat xhance had gratified on the one hand, 
; ;,jpaturehaddisnied on the other. 

: r^^One of his eftates, for the property that de- 

4;rir|4vcd tb him in houfes and lands was im- 

0IQ9^n{e^ was within two miles of the Caftle-Inn. 

'^♦jyter^e/fora time, fo prom^pted the low-bora wifli 

^ ^*^iordito*er his betters, he deter tnined to fix 

;^fJbLt«^refid€nce. The manfion was one of thofe 

u> J^ old gothic ftruanres, that appear to bid 

. '#^ance to time itfelf ; but he had no. fooner 
)^v|>eeQfiie an inmate than a rage for alteratlou 
|l^^^ immediate poflionof his mind, that now 

I flirted fi^ diflin£tion, but knew not how to 

p^max. it... .... 

'- "'^^he carpen the parht6r, the glazier, and 

; (li0'|ili|mber were fummoned with all difpatch 
||rfroiifeX.Qndon j pach was the firft man in his^ 
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viri^f a^d what to remove,, and what to it^ 
J^'ckratsie the important queftion. Having j^t' 
neir employer to as much expence as poffilb^f 
4nd rendered every thing complete, or in othcif 
words, deftroyed the venerable and gra^ 
chardter of the edifice they attempted to inas^ 
prove, every man was departing to look al|#: 
other concerns, when Mr. Goodwin expreflai 
a wifh to give the transformed building a ^^ 
name. This proved a happy moment to Mfe^ 
Deputy Lump, the plumber, who faw cbarnm^ 
fltuations, for certain images, and other decotan 
tive ornaments, about the houfe and grounds ^, 
he inftantiy received his orders, and, in lt& 
than a month, to the gaze and wonder of i|^^ 
tbe^ld women and children, were difplayled 
;.the urn^ the vafe, the god and the goddefs^ JQ^ 
sti) their farms,, iizes, and charaders, at Imagiii 
Place. 

Jyir. Goodwin was^ now in the pol^effi(m^of^) 

man^good and comfortable things. But a | 

largi^houfe, numerous domeftics, ibowyeqai-; 

, page, and fme cloatha, could not procure a.^| 

iingle mark of relped from thole who ftiUre^ 

mamed his fuperiors. "" 

On his removal to Image Place, Mr, Good-^ 

win had admitted his wife to occaConal co.uxi!- 

gU andconfidence^Their remaining in themidft 

of grandeur, without ev^n a ibadow of noths^^ 

from any of the neighbouring gentry, excited^ 

mutual regret and furprizc. *^f 

At length, a Mifs Lucas, the daughter o^ 

die curate, who refidcd near tbcQ>, and o^ 
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; lll^^miich wiH be fatd faisr^ttr, paid di^ 

iiiH^t For while Mrs. Goodwill remained lie- 

ibeatb the roof of a refpe£table motbery tfiis^ . 

^tmg lady was-ber early friend and compa- 

i)1Qipn,and by her father^s pcrmifEon it was, 

. J^^at flie now offered ta renew the former in^ 

^dmacyi. 

hi- r-Mifs Lucas was an amiable and interefting 

ethara&er; and her excellent father had taken 

r^imcommon pains to culti\'ate a mind, whfeh 

jlifidulgent nature had not failed to embetliih 

<^with its choiceft ornaments. 

^v.Iii fuch a valuable friend, Fanny Roberts 

*:TOight -have had a guide to prefcrvc herfelf 

i^vf^dm error,, and a paftern to confult in the re- 

^i^l^laiicm of her conduct, had not her e^cifi^ 

il^^anity and love of admiration hurried her tb 

^ v,lbe imprudent meafure of quitting the jprotet- 

Uaa of her indulgent parent, and fixecl her ia 

t^^su&uatioA which effe&uaily prevented furdicr 

;i« istecourie^ fo long as ihe remained iirit** 

>?iV^-^Mifti:^acas, every fbrmer objediod>b«ing 

^ffmoved, was a frequent vifiior at Image 

'^"^Jlicef and while Mrs* Goodwin was engaged 

;il liftening to the dictates of her amiable Mid 

iMBHigent friend^ Mr. Goodwin yawned 

aneay %is hours at the Caftle. 

[^ Htte it was that he heard the chatrafler of 

" Iji^ Lvms treated with fo much freedom^ diat 

J||||#ieiit \nStamlj home, and gave ftnh or- 

pfi^that Mrs* Goodwin fhduld^^at once, give 

I V^%i^ $i€^iitfta»ce too haftilyi^eoewed^ 

Mr - . 
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^Jtfildd^n prohibition litrfe fuited withtte 
i»clilMitioo of Mrs. Goodwin; but, by thk 
i%nc, (fee knew her hulband's temper too well^ 
ra h^tate in obeying his injunftions* 






CHAPTER IV. 

Calumny Silenced. 

Mr. LUCAS, in the^ftfiaeft fenfc, a for- 
rawing widower, an afFedtionat^ father, and a 
worthy man, attended, with no fmall degree 
of concern, to his beloved child's account of 
the iiidignity fhe hsd fuftained at Image Place. 

l^e daring calumny fpread at the Caftle, 
'was traced to its fource, and the author calt^ 
to a fevere account, by a gentleman of real in- 
dependence and worthy pretenfion, at that 
time a favored fuitor, and who was determi- 
ned to defend the charadterofadeferving young 
wdman, with whom he was on the eve of be- 
ing united by the deareft ties of honor and af- 
feftion. ^ 

Mr. Goodwin, who had much enlarged up* 
on what he had heard, and who had adopted;^ 
a freedom of fpeech and fur inife every way un- 
becoming, when he thought proper fo rudely, 
to baniiK from his houfe, a charsvQier mu;ch' 
too refpeCtable to be feen there, now, fmcere- 
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^ .^j^Df^ti^of U^ to the much injMi^ . 

[ ptij^^ to Ms utter diftn^y, he 4ifcoveri(i .^t 
:^ jUQpSendiog ohjoSt of bis unmanly a^d UQ^ 
jttft fufpicion was not without a protestor. 

On a vifit, which Mr. Neville, the gentlpi^ 
man jufl; alluded to, paid at Image Place, he 
4ad fr^flireafon to deteft ihe charaSer of its 
upfliart owner. He found that the general odU ^ 
uxn which prevailed ag^inft Mr* Goodwin waa^ 
but too well founded, and that the hatred , of 
iflie country people, of every rank and 4^<ie 
/'Option, was no more than what he richly 
Wnted. 

: S'bccondua of th^defpicabl^ Goodwin *a^ 

' vj^irile in the extreme j every word he uttered 

-l^et^yed the latent f<^ of a grovelUng and 

j^of^m^ bean, ;a& he replied to certain fpirit^d 

* tpdUons put to him by the. indignant Neville, - 

,j|^infifted upon his jufl: and MrelL-founded 

'li^p^nd-nrrp^blk atonement. _ . " 

;i?^^l^nd public atonement was ma^de, and that 

VtiM^ the moft degrading manner. 

f ^^t^itthe following day, and at a proper hour, 

^H.^j& author of the icandal was pqinted out hy 

^ .3#oodwin thither led by the defender of jjiju- 

;:5t^S^ innoqence, in a full room at the Callle^ 

pl:^i^ere Mr. Neville but leldom. appeared— -that 

^^||etttJi|man aflbciated .witji a very difierent or^ 

p^P^ofm^n. His charafter and his fpirit were 

l^l^pfcie. honorable, and alike known io.all aflem- 

r;''-^l^^. His Ipek and manner too well dilplayed 

^;v^^^pgirport of hjs erraojid to the- difmayed ol> 
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of hifi juft piirfuit, who happened to be aw 

i^taii 6i w^ltfa, not i;<rortb, and who had;^!^ . 

ance enough to'aflume, upon the ftretigrfe /^ 

Ipxis^r^al property, on which he enfuredhl& 
oWn -fuccefs, to aik, or rather demand, thfe 
permiffion of Mr. Lucas to l-enew his addrefle$ . : 
to his daughter, after receiving from thali^ 
ybung lady, a direO: and pointed refufal. "^"^ 

• The looks of Mr. Midford, che name of the \ 
worthlefs objeftof Mr. Neville's purfuit, be* -^ 
trayed his fear and cbnfufion, even before the? 
expe£):ed and dreaded queftion was put. When ^ 
the charge was produced, and he was called 'l: 
upoui not for an anfwer, but a confeffion, he v 
had no other refource but to avow his guilt, ^' 
and, in terms the moil hui^iliating, to folicit 
forgivenefs; which wag granted on no other 
condition, than that he would refign the cane ^ 
he held, into the hand of the defender, not the V 
vilificr, of female charafter. Trembling with ^ 
apprehenfion, the calumniator gave up the in- . ' 
llrument of punilhmcnt ; but the forbearing,* ' "^ 
the generous Neville, made the moft lenient 
ufe of his power : He glanced a look of re- /^ 
proach on Goodwin, and of ineffable con- 
tempt on the trembling and daftardly Midford, 
then placing acrofs its owner, the weapon of ^ 
chailifement, he threw it on the ground, and, 
amidft the general applaufe of all aflembled, ^ 
took his departure. * ^ 

For a confiderable time after this digrace- '^ 
ful circumftance to the author of a calumny, 
the iiXQil grofs and unmerited^ the gates of 
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Itt^a^xlacc were never paflfedby the (goMolotit.' 
H f fW^ky wuhout fomc clamorous, afi(f eveit^ 
r- Tiolc^t dilplSy of their antipathy againft tbir 
tipftart owner. 

Every thing has its appointed time ; to wipe 
away the fligma he had brought Upon himfelf, 
thiS difmayed Goodwin become all at once ex- 
tremely liberal to the poor^— who, at firft, fuch 
ar4 the noble traits of an Englifh fpirit, accept- 
ed even his alms with a fullen afpe£l, which 
told him his motive was well underftood ; but^ 
aslhe continued to feed the hungry, and clothe 
. the naked, if he did not gain the public favor 
* he thirfted after, he at leaft experienced, when 
be walked abroad, that murmurs became lefs 
I and lefs audible ; and that, after a fpace, they 
' entirely died away. 

The difpofition of Goodwin was fullen and 
r reyengefiil ; the late humiliating circumftance.v 
1 ran|^led in his mind ; his poor wife became the ^ 
t obje<9; on whom he vented the effbfions of his 
ipleati ; ihe had witnefled too much, and he 
s imiigined he had beheld in her, iince the hour 
of Mr. Neville's unwelcome vifit, a manner 
hk Itked not, and a look, occafionally aiTiimed, 
indicative of afecret triumph indulged at hit 
cxpeace* ' 

ImprelTed with this idea, the unfortunate 
l^bj^ of his fufpicion experienced the elFedts 
i^ his^ifple^Cure, in a variety of ways. Vulgar, 
llbr, and unfeeling, he proved an adept in 
^e ||t of torpienting ; and his condud but 
loo welt difplayed that, when and where he 
'jdiired|,he well knew how to a& lYife t^x^tix* 
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^jJ'Withotit the pcrmifTron of her lordlj^^tmspi. 
*iior, Mrs. Goodwin prefumcd not to vcntu ^^ 
^^pyoIid the limits of her own apartments j t] 
Krvaiits too were encouraged to neg!c6l feet 
brderU, and to treat her as a merecyphet. Sfa| 
ftiV no comjiany ; her mind had no refourcfi^ 
within itfelf ; and (he could only fit, as wal 
her daily pra^ice, and lament the pleafant dayt^ 
when fhe wis called " Pretty Fanny tyf the 
Qafiler ^ ' ' '^ 



.;- 



.1 



CHAPTER V. 

Origin of Fanny Roberts, 
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vy N the fifth year after her marriage 
Mr. Roberts, the mother of Mrs. Goodwiiir 
was left a widow ; and the untimely death oS 
her hufband, plunged the family he left 1m< 
hind him, iiltp the deepeft pecuniary diftrefti^ 
Mr. Roberts had been one of thofe unthinf 
ing men, who enjoy the prefent, and look 
to a future day. The falary attached to a faMtl]| 
app<^tment, the unfortunate gentleman held 
under government, was fufficient, with ceco 
my, to have procured the neceffaries, 
even fomeof the comforts of life j but unhi 
pily for Mr* Roberts, he fought after its lu 
ri^s ; and obtained them at the ^xpieQce of ptu 
* nce^ and even reQ:itude» 
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^ Unmindful of ^fec c»lt«f virtue^ of i^fiC 
thenvoft ainiai>le, rcgarSl^ of^ an'iijfiiiiyB- 
^ring^ h^iiiffier^ piflioii to cff »%htlnrs<il^^^^^ 

^ -^e jadolgcd in daiigeroas^ iM fcrfKdW 
f^iearui^ equally baneftil to his health af to 
fik foituhe^ and fetfing both at noo^, fujffir* 
^d into exceffes .fraught wkh thai rui|i t^^^ 
never fail fe pi?oduce^ - ■ \ " _ ^ 
-^Lofs of <:h2ira^r (and is thete one 1|iprfe- 
fetal ?) ^s fttccecded by the loft bf -fituatfoh^ 
Ae duties of whiih having been too f epei^tedlf 
neglefl:ed to efcape enquiry, Mr. Roberts re- 
ceived a fevere reprioiand, and was no Ibnget 
confidered as a fit objeft in Whom tier; re^ 
pofe a truft, which there wa^ but too *oo4 
giround to imagine he would not Mt*t feine 
time or other, to abufe, to the material injury 
€ff his employers, who, that they 'tnight not 
have oecafion to regret their confidences-din- 
^ffe4 bin) with reprorfjuftly merjt^d, an^1^l|9!^ 
gi^iDe^ wilfully incurred. ■ ^ 

.%' Wfeen too late, the every-way undtJne Ho- 
b^rtt &w, and confefled his error. Dema^^^ 
he wais unqual to, poured in oil every l|^| j* 

. ifeeansof fupport were cxhaufteft j biitlie ci^M 

only mourn his folly— the mifery it hatf (p* 

ca£oiied> Was irremediable* " C 

^ TSf^tepk poverty in the fice ; to tuif|i reji^A . 

iia»t to ttx infulted, and much ii^ ured Wfel" \w 

y^^s^^^ indurtry,^ tbe ^l^j^ 

di^^i^d^ erirof and crime, was tnVll^r<dwl^ 
^f^l*^ ittieed/tb ^bich tbe#d|MM^ 
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. |d a fit^iimipiv thus §oflou^ afi4 iK>pe.l 

The warm of confcieQce tb^Ha jtf ^: 4 
ned wQrl^-^i^haraSer loft by /:n)i&O9(h)0H# :^ 
cbil4i«a;.qru^|y o^glefti^—^ deferving j^mI 

l<:we and tbr^tie|iing-Tr^ 
d^ tjefie^tipa ii»6>Urab)i«r-f%o dififa^it anmil 
W^SiJ^enied by a loi^g courfe :<l coefwif iig p«te 
iittta, difqiped byri^9(^Hdie,^^|]t4m¥Vfiio»9d^^ 

Alaf ! to thhie gi9fni»Uy,.^ foor^d^lvkd^^ 
viid;im l-'^Wa^^. tlw^ aorhope tf> €b<^rr-f i^ 
Qcm to^B^4aB? Wjhiti can be fai^ qf tbW 
and others like thee, wbo cWfe tbe dark hiibit 
ry, of a lifeimifpenu by th« commiiSon oii tbai^ 
4eed^ from vvbkbappalled nature ibrinl^ wM| 
horror, and to wbidbi fo tuna the ge^itcraj ienvf 
tence>-tbe dqor-of r<peDtai>ce: is clofed frti 
*«yerl. ; ■ - ■ . ^j^^^ 

Here, over human frailly^ let \ht t^n 
ibed— tb^ curttt^A ^awn ! Xh^world h feirej 
r^rniay ^rifflwn be merciful !! I 

I£ the jufticepf the piqut Iiucas^ a. minij 
o£ hi^ God, i$ to be caUed in qu«ftiQii<-T*tj 
from £is repri^matiw, throiighiwhidb the n 
%iiai of a poor unfortuaatc were laid in a 
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ispr^be repeated, and everj li&tftff^id^pi^^iiii 
'*^** rWid- ttetee ha^pyi tliofe#ho 1»^*yii^ 

t'^Hbr the Hi^nti^U tlM i^iaed itt^^' 
M? «t^h«F €b«Ab«i-, wt<r ftf ;f^v«ral d|ty«^« 
DiiKl/oftenance, w eoii^irt'i 'tM«,Sl(«t^ ItM J 
llat^flttlied «(> fee ft«tt ^gM ^n^ua^ce it likd 
tMK> di<v*dii b^ ^hfflifty^ it{»Dft #ithdi|t ^ 
eiflib^* ittd^KgM4nd Miiisled liter b^ll^ 

^ugbt t» her coticfa t»f> fiS^i^g^ thkiK»-i#l 

C'^idt iirMhAe moment cho£enlli^tM;«^ii^i 
llil^^ "^ ftitndlf ;L«tii». 1^ poteivF ii»iii 
iliiit %a^ 4^e^ to wi& thar iMentit^^e^ 
UlUKlNidt $iil t» crette^ ftriaiy cenfottant <«i4ti« 
H^t^Se^its oh. HWs^ lacred ^age iubbftnee 1^ 
'iii^ <• (lra\ra,'i tev«i7 ^ feminieBt feu utt«ired 
"^ flirtt»|i!fcd*ed kb© tcviving heart of this widtf#i 
tM^ iHitie h: pieiaded,- in accents perfaafiVeaifid;* 
lii^^xlile^the caufe of thofe Hinocients^ DriiK> 
«(ce!^^^^»fa^fdff had none tohdp t^^ 
|i I>ayi», months, and jttHrs elapfod!, «9d as 

|&il#^dittK« daty, enid»led Mrs^ 'Roberts 
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^ her infill <;hargc advanced ia years^, 
QO^ i9i%>iB^tl|e deepdlt ci»K:er d ;tbat Mr 
^ti^f^n *m\Sk^t^ the ftciking conti«il in t 
iqf&^pf heir two children* JHe? d^|i^ 
^amiyyWa6.utH:ommOBly beamlluU l!(H|ll 
pfirij^artfal beyond ker years, and ^f^ 
ZHPi^^/ turn of mind, which cm every occailoi| | 
^edmtto prove too plpably , that Jetf «|s| ' 
ibt firft gbjeft of coiifideraiion^ > . V:^J 

** ;,^0t fa iirith t^ little Jam^s, who on tltf 
cofitrary, was generoujs to excefs ; ftaiUll^ 

^ii,(^f6ea woui4 jie cpnver fe. i|ii^e fit^ei^i^df 
hjyiif^^^i^^ par^At^ in a manner th^ nevff 
to mg^eii jyj^f h *b© ^e w of manly fe% 
^^^Ipej^&^pf^ ^ more t})^ i^|her^< th| 

^ fM^^tf^be^iiro^thy L\Kas^ 
he1^ In thiS'iUtt^e^ bo]ff| 

the fiuure hierQ. ' j < .-^ ^ -*^- ^ 

Ji3!Q 41 b|^ leilbns, farnilhed by his rtttwmff 
anilfevered, tutor ^ |ames beftowed the^rii^l^ 
atl3E|;^tion ; but toi^hofe, relatiye to his iioiliit:! 
diAinaiiaA^ the fea, he became ia^ ^CM^i}| 
^Ijyiacbed^ tiiat U t^ without fom^^ifll^ 

oj^ty: he was drawn from^ them, to Ludi^Ig^ ^ 
tb^ Itated hoi:^r^ in thdfe recveations, fo natii*t 
{ai^and fo necdiary for youth to be engagei| 
ki^ior the prefervation of their health, and mi^;" 
h^ation 6t their miiid. -^ ^ 

;^-Ih© 6nvity,Gf the revei^nd Mr. Lucas w 
i^Smnii j^it'confiftedof him^lf^-h^&4augbtle^ 
ai¥|jt maid ferirant, and Fanny Roberts w 
a very great favorite with them all. ..% 

it was with painful fenfations, that Mn 
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1^ 9ff#«*iv; aiKiHiafirf ,^ trftldiF^tf »]^ by d$t^ 
^^«ri^ftt4agfh, as flie contiinifpfartdthe 4v*rjf ' 
||#,4 itSitI aaioa of her cngagtrig, her llfec-* 
^^aft*S|-feoyi f hh f>rcferetice me tndavcrarttt 
to^heck, l?ut it would not be ; circuriift»lC^l 
A% tet bcfote bcr tht? flrroiig (orftfaft^ 
ti&4to*h^r children j 4nd the feeUn^ that 
«*<<*(lga\fe^fift* tdi how tram tvtry tSint ui ' 

in the midft of thofe refieaidns; which wem - 
^f;|r ( upper ino(l in ^b^r mind, if Mi\. Luca^ 
viade hifr appearance, as was not unfrequently 
t^cafe, the farrowing lady would fay, ^^ Mf 
4#liag Jam^^ wdtthflSJSV J» ^Vcr happier 
iki&^ when attending to yourinftrudibns ; and^ 
?t',QP yaup pafif y w> wife binipifccr with you,* 
it is every way fitting I fhould comply: :• with a 
^tikitil heart ! were it bthcrwife, I, perhaps, 
f)lligi»lKr^t fr^rgif^ liltgra^fti)^ irkag^he^ 

VI lAiMmiiMie ci^t t« bf at Waiktf vHlsf^^? fbtf 
fi|^l4i«a^ held fi^highef fa^k ihibe chdf q^» 
itf ^hleil kt^as ib good a pana^r, imd fd wbi^ 
% , Ji iin«fmtefy be^ had it ab( i^^ iri# iitiiitiftf' 

gNMQittf 6f d^^ 

iM fii^ ft«wi^^d/fili^^6&e^l^^ ' 

|iiiM|a icieodljbyiMMlim aix^ mite f n^nMU < > 

ttttiisp^ 4i4drli»aty «^ K^ filkd «e bimfgiry^ 
v^ill^^lpM^ tkii^ Md' th^ ri<h be fi»it eiii|Kf^ 
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lA^ the frkftS^d^i ^ile the mif^elin^ and 
arrpgaiit^ pTefumc4 not to enter ther^ji*, 

lr$e nol>]e independence of fuch a miiod wa$ 
^vered by hjls relation and deareft friend >A4« 
laVai Sydney^ who, every revolving fumni^ 
,^a^|ure to. be his gueft ». 

The admiral had loft a^liinb) while engag^ 
for thehonour, tljie lafety, and the welfare of 
hisqQuntry ; for which he fqlt as a genuio^ ** 
patriot and a deicrmiped guardian. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Sul^3 Ctn^lnui^^ 
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HE brave Sydney beheld, 0( imagiimlhft 
l^^eld, in the boy Jame$»afpirit whidb^ wcmI4 
QyiHiti^iy lead its owner to honor, ^d wt^ 
ll0wn..;aad hi| early propenfity for a. pra£fif& 
^n^ 4ia art of which he was . ftudying widb 
^inremU^d ardor^ ^fm'ed tp hin^oo a fiotuse | 
^M^ t^adn^nd't fupport and friwdibip. 14, 
^ Thf. admiral i^id feen forty years aStiire ii^ 
!fi|e j;:^en hia. n^ doomed hlm» i% ijii 

winter of biHk^ to jwifo it 1^ 
^gf painful wd dangerous cbnfifiemeftUM;^ 
i%0^he:^^ cf honot md betea ibe ftatioii * 
WJ^ly^ pWicH heart gloried ; on every ^ 
iidS^Aa|»t^ jbis fpirit Ibi^hr-Hhare he^l 
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!« met with 4TOti *ccrid€inty «tW!?b>| ?^ |e^^ 
i%jpp^ iu« o^eer of welUearneliglory; . Biic 
ilSa:dP:y m^dicined every regret, fu(cqeedc4 by a 
4MW^ honorable to the naiives, and which, to 
fpeak, figuratively r-placed another gem in the 
ll^tflem of its mbnarch., ' 

'v j^ike his kinfcnau Lucas, the admirai had 
a)i OQ^Iy daagbter, who conftantly refided with 
her aunta a woman of the fir ft falhion in 
Lpnoon, and whofe manners but little accorded 
with his own. 

Not arftcwjetber falFsfted with his child's guar- 
diaB^ he often expreffed his earncft wi/h. t}x^ 
kis life miglil be pro^pQged> til L he couid fee 
tkU shild; fettled for life.—" I like not/' he 
^ouI4 fireqcw^-AtJiy fay, ^^ the exa^c^ple my C/];er 
fets her altogether ; and yet, where can I.place 
I](er better thatn with fo near a relation i ^|ay 
Ji»i«)!&>.piolong my dg]^it^ tiU n* prpi«^c|:J$ 
i^llsi«^ bjT^da umoja mljh^ ^worthy . 0bje& |, 
4U dmi, ^ is A^ely^ beMfsTiwith a father ihaa 
j||kl|«|iu oaef ';'^4'he£e, obfervariom w^a/ at 
m^fjfk^mvft^nUiAf wif h a <kep iigl^ qipr^ffii^ 
f^;i^ij^ti|iag^ mor^ thap^he.d^agh^t^i^pt c^^ 

^fii^ ilM mk^ ij^emot^^to frmpti^ Jieavf uj^flA 




3? X H « - fi t G C^A R' r O Y. 

ifefs, (he iUll temaih^ lovely and allurln 
It jeaft h faid the world ol fptendor and d ' 
|!Ktipn. Her fuperb manfit^tim Or6&ei 
Square, was confidered da the Temple of Taftifi^: 
where the Totaries of drefs and dUfipation dai» 
ly ^embledi There^ time fiew on dowQ)! 
wings, and tbere^ poof Louifa loft all tk$l^ 
fweet fxtnplicity which bad marked her infant 
years, ere (he was deprired of the beft of 
mothers^ • s 

Louifa Sydney was of anele^aiitferm^ aoi| 
ber countenance beamed with beauty and Iop^ 
telligencei Her aunt was very affidio«is in gm 
¥mg her Inftrudions how to figi^e in thofepoi 
lite tj^iA brilliant a&siblies, wbidh ^Htimitti^ 
graced her drawing^t^c^m; of trhicb^ k mtU 
her boaft to j^ admifal^ bk dfttigbcer ^s 4 
confpicuou^ ornam^t.^ :, 

Evety wintet^' the Ijkm^ SydAey paid hi(i 
fifter tVifit cf tWacttoikh< ) \m h6 fcerolntetj^ 
f efufed t& t^ktHiot^ al^^Of h^lr r«Ut» of km 
U^gt (wM ^ bttiiumeicm c^d partis < rib 
- Mafiy aitteii^fttiofia trdlgf between the 4^Mbife 
and fift«r>4»tt ihif Aib)e& 6^ thi^f^ndg lady% 
aUowaiMei whieh, aithb^b h&cUfMly afnpti^i 
lo anfwet ^very r^afonable^demaiid, Mi& &fi 
ney Arongiy urged^ was by[no,means td^f^, 
t*IM'%b^rt fte iiK>vidifi. / S^giftargu^^iyj 
ilKelfperiM ^iOi Mlablt t«Mtf ks> M be^ ^ 
iiid;i»ip«aatioAs^«»^fe ftitfe fo fubdac i^i 
and pwilal pareM { alnd^ev^ y^r^ i^< 
j|94mS' vefe fore to be^ ^^ Md net^ 
c^ proOuci (be eiiv^ iiitea.4ftd. 
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1^ truth was, Louifa had unhappily; itj^iii 
^ ^ lawl^ % pafSo* &t* vg^inaaig^ her * loffibs w eril itf 
' liiS^ verjr^cottfel^riible ; an*[fei^%hu:h lieij 
|pt|As<jQiev«er co&^^hfafed. Her almoft unilbrft 
i^r.^t ill lucfe would fonifitimes rendei* her 
vtfenljr ; but bn thefe occa{i\>ns, her slunt would 
SJ|^6t4 her complaints, by expreffing a hope 
l^b^ pfteu proved fatal and deluJfive!) that 
!*1^«i6e woiuld.chsmge/* 
^tlT^^nfeappy prppenfuy of Louife toward* 
a prafticefo'deftruaive, induced her to adopt 
p^l^ vpromfJtfcd; by her aunt, to deceive her 
^iftyher paly friend^ in order ta enable he^ 
10 ; dKfcharge debts^ not of honor, but of in« 

ikm^h -: ^; ■'■ 'j ,' ' •■ .^-'^• 

f 1^ a detic^^L^ar, the term rmay: coilVey % 
iui^ ibvind ; but duly cOfifidered ^ in whaiD ligbc^ 
fiefis^b^dl^iiSs ti> be received ?-— Dem^nd^^ 
ij^tpl^d upon the imprudent aa^ uoCufpe^lfl^ir 
m^tabiei^ w^ere our gentry and nobility der 
kjmky^^^ meaneft d^ts, and,, in defiance --of' 
qi;»mo|i^hcineAy and comnida feelingr pUtir^ 
def -tbfife^i«?hp, allured by fpecious appearatiV 
c^^Mp^dimt 4^^h>^ aiid^ that (barpef s of 
tfierWcrft defcription^ are thofe vvhopurfu]& 
their worfo of ruin beneath the dazzlipg di^* 
,^ffe of raiik and title. ' ^v,- 

^^I^^SJ^bjeii^v^ rthe adtnte^^^ was applied. ^O 4^ 
^^^Mf^^y for the Aippties* bqfore-ime^do^ried, 
^^^^^^^^^^s^ always fore k) b^ abfent}^ giving 

l^^^^jSfirfpj^ ^ mpney-nwters.** Thit her 
|iiia^%tt^^ 10 thr^pificTpf . a gej|tIcwotnau,i, 
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iMEid^n i^i^^^i'^ed wMi berk the wUh) t 
in dm^amcHlan l^ '^^ g^i^i might m 
be fonad ^ficicftt*- ^^^ 

^; Bi(t» ipomibis-bbafted J^imhov materiAii|M 
lid ft» IVrerve, when anxiety lo iearn tlsi^Mlfff 
ibto 6f M^fs Sydney'$ rhetoric^ thus pra^tfiMli 
00 feerfai^M', induced^ to ncm^n hid kkpl 
adjoining chamber, from whence, Mim hel^ftM^ 
rent's departure, (he would iffue forth i^ith tISIt 
^eftion " How have yo» iucceedcd "witlitllv 
dd gemleman ?'* : ^ ii4^ 

from his latter tifiCB to bia SAtt^ the mil' 
tiiral always^ retwned^hou^^t&l ind dcairfN 
ed ; but the attentions of bis family Md t»(Ai 
o£his reverend friend,, diffipated by de||^nNt 
the glocmi tbttt^vefwb^Imtd hii^ ^ i, 

The imate js^oodnefe of hc^rt, tl^« ilMilMi' 
tote qualities ^f ^ImH iUfAky^ AhetkO^tei t$ 
the obfer vam keti of i?ke father ^^ : L^dHk iftt 
repeated tiiftaAcefty fined the aVt^vOilntlrJidr 
tommenced bet#eeii ihem, confiraied faittii 
iti his fri^ndlhip for the amiaUe Ludas. R^ 
ibttiid hiiD, ^t the comMencement of iheH- ltc« 
^aintanoe, fiip()orttnglninfolf and hisiasulj^j 
^ith a decency becOfl^in^ the facred chafa£t«t 
fieheld, i^Kmthe miferaole yearly pittahce i^ 
thirty-Bve pouads* He faw that his delight eotj^ 
filled in doing good to the ntmoft his nneaaii^ 
fo iham^fully confined^ w^d permit, and Aa 
from the litri^ he poffeffed, he ftfll foti 
liher^wi^^ to affift tl^e- 1^^ *^ 

^ AH the hiiidWe dwelling of rcligipni p 
and'te^tiid^ be.inpel .with the diara^^ 

4.' 



¥ 







^ti^tl tfi§ i^llager curate— ^anl^fr fee h$d^ % 
^ J^^ diijplay; of diar tiiaR^ 
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>tf9plpvgr]^41y^^aMB had not fuUfifted m;lny 
IlilM^ haviag maide fe^ 

ialM#4fdtiQ^ m bb^ manfion^^ ^^^1^^ the 

cfiopftny of Mr. Lucas ahd hk daugbt^r^ f a 
||;^sfid ^r day >¥kh Mm at Sydney-GFove^' in oi^ 
jj^fliat thfy might view hist iriipro vem^ta, 
-4i%if^^^^^^^^^ a^d rjibotit hi»ground$^ 
yi^^fM w^e pi^mfq^6and eoctenfiH'e* After 
pijlll^ lavi^y the^ hmn^ 'which flew uhmarked 
itij[l!^li»wai^9^ th^^&mmgiy hia vifitors propofe^ 
^iMb^ iMh^if f^ ^^ Not,':' 

ti|f%{^ sMteiira)^ ^<' before my ever hofioredj' 
^gl^f^lcdiiie g«*ft, ba&feen my Cottage^ Pef- 
-milmt'^&y) I prize my coctkge before atl 
llnfeldooe yet V come, let 11^ ftwaid outpace^ 
yijg mofil fee it ere ire depart.'* 

ttSl^hf^i lafeended a^vetdant and gently rifmg 
^f^iiVi^eit^mtmtrwk^ tnowiing upi^ 

Qsi:tibie^ heritage ;^fiothiag could exceed thd' 
t^nqjuiliity: vrhidi reigaed around the happ^ 
pi^*l<^ ** Ihi^ f<3Me/' exdaimed Mr. Luca^ 
^I^IIWPda tis of the> fidelity enjoyed {rotii 
^ lb i^'age^ by thofe^ whofe lengthened Ikda 
jN^rd^ lA the lyred. pdge of everlafting 
^li^yi^d wb^ eidflence^a^us ^oJdnged; 
l|<^ ttight vievTrd^lr ^ldre$9 and tlu^ir 
dirtli^'^ children, flcHlriSi a$ ^le graceftd 

ilial in the land of their inhetu^xwcie '* 
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f Wfctn ti^fwnnait of the hill, ir« <Jcfe*iit 
dirougk a wd^planted w^Dod, thefcveral 
dings of ^bich appeared to rival eftch^thei%P 
fjridurefque allurements^ fptead, as if to'^ft^ 
v^ilder the enchanted wanderer, in his cli#is 
of which to fix on for his farther progrefs^. 

T:he party had not adtmnted far ' ^toffek 
wild and beautiful feclufidn, tiefore tb^ fotiait 
of a fall of water led them to the fpot k^ 
wh^ence it proceeded, ^ - 

' From an eminence, eqbal to the fui^oond^ 
ing trees ^f the higheft growth, the eye^d^tl^ 
contemplate a grand and natural cafcadi^' 
which difcharged its perpetual tori^rit if^o^ 
bafon, which emhelliihed the glade betteafht-^* 
. Here, feated on a ruftic bencbVcompoftd^ 
the roots of trees, they viewed the BquidHA^ 
rent, as it fell from Oage to ftage, till it ga^ 
ed its extenfive and circular bed, the embanl^- 
ment of which was ftudded with flower^^ 
every hue^ form,, and chara€ler. ^ -^ - 

^ The party > Toft in interefting and fofcial cl&Tai 
yer&, rf^maiiied on their feat till the rays 
of the fetting fun no longer glittered on^tht 
foaming liquid. The fpray, which. from many € 
ftatue, had reflefied its glowing tints, app&ar^ii 
jjpg to the enraptured beholders, as animate 
fands of gold^ in all the variety of dies Whk 
mar ^s the (hining ore, was no longer thus 
lumined ; and the increaling fhades of ev 
ing induced their conduftor to fay, ** We hte^i 
viewed as fine a fight as the the human 
<:aQ dwell oDp and iive minutes wiAk from l 
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iii^v;Coiici«^i8 it with ^ wiflit*ttai - w^ t»ay y-^ 

^mml^' - / r -^ 'y • -''-.'■ - . '-• 
When the admirals and ni? c(?fi^ps^lf^ wer^ 

j|%K|bid4li i^e pottage, ih^ J3%^d &^^|3|:o« 

^iikiS win^^Wy a fmaftl, put «^dMknt||ig gtN 

kfhme^ as it patfiady |be pla,p9is^ it^l^mr^i^^ 
v^lter lame tirae fpa^t ia iurvcying the 
^l^fi^Bl p»tsf>iAie pmtx^oQ^ pf thif fe*. 
filSKledft^^ ^he admira^I^ ty^iyiog^ 10 M^^ 
iilK^^ialds '* Fo7|[nf^ qye^ L^cas, Imt here I 

raii4 ]5?v9 y^^} ^^^ ^^^ y^^f ^y i»efti a^y 

mif4,q^jour 021^ Pardon the deceptKa^ I 

teve [pra&ifed* Thif cbuildiag, which I pray 

]poijL to believe k reared at a very triS^ng etr 

m^ce^ and has mo^e conveniences ^hich ycm 

Iqbd in ab^otnte need o^ than thai yoa^a^is 

|;i^tys iiB^ and u^ which fojXtvMiQt 

liQtir return )a#i thanks k»tb]:^>or|^U|'dPm]|r 

g$p4 iddmefticSf who love to ' ei^c^te their 

fKafter's wilW even to k$ mimiteft letter^ it |i 

8^W cleared of all its furnif^re^ vfbidk I tru^ 

Igfirfi^ find' arranged to yotir liking inih£ 

^i^^ajtwrn. I know yo^j wUl forgivcgif^ 

\^6s^Mi^tbk library, the fbelws ft^^ 

ij^ift^ ;Wk^^ of ^^^iflfciiihsS #lif! 

our vinuiiu^ :ftrfiJWtjH-I rMs^iSft^ 

»vfrequentlytJPili5,S^ M^ififhS^ 




if'r. j^'<7 ^-.^JflaBiPri,-^ ■■ " . i - r ,:, \i-~y* 
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thI^ beOgar boy. 

^^^^^^fe *fevfofypuf little garden, vMM 
iTp (helvfng to the^ftreatn, you hare nothiirf 
tbidp w^^^^ it is furniflicdfor your good, y6id# 
SfciBiafile daughter ; and t^re you muft cori^ 
a^ Her vifitor ; Ijbeli^ ihe will have ndliSl 
iriwc welconle/* _ - 

' tierc Mifs iiUcas arofe, iand, v6l a iiia1fiii<J# 
the moft refpcSful and engaging, took ^ tfta 
hind of the admiral and railed it to her li^'s 5 
tlieii advancing to die feat of her father, <he 
fell oft her khees } at the fame m6ment,'h;et* 
parent funk from his chair, and clafped to his 
grateful bofom his dear, his valuable child'!-— 
The admiral furveyed them for a time, th«i 
wiping away the -falling tear from his manly 
face, he thought of Louife ! With an exclama- 
tion of — " heaven's bleffings ever encompafs 
you !" he took his departure from the feat of 
rural elegance, and returned to Sydney- 

_Grove ; revolving in his mind, on his wf 
thither, the cohtraft between hi« own chfid 
and that of liis eftefemed, and, in that niatiffc^ 
jmftahcfe^irfs more fbrtunate friend. ^ - 

If wouicTindeed prove a vain tafk, to a^^ 
tempt pi^uring the feelings of Mr. Liicas aft^ 
his daughter on the prefent occafion. Thk 
next morning the admiral looked in at tl^^i^ 
br^akfaft hour ; they made an ^ort to expre^ 
the thaiiks they could not utter '; the adnlil ' 
faid he had bur one reqiieft to make, Wh 
was j tha^ he might hereafter be confided tit' ^ 
the jparty under obligation. 
The birth*day of Mi& Lucas happened 
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the fir ft week of her father's woioval <p^ hw 
new and romani;ic habitatioii. T^he aiimiXfLl 
requefted to be their giieft, and at his defire^ 
the building received the nam^ it wei>t/by^ 
from that day of rational and chafte felicity. 
it was called The Curate* s Cottqge ; and noftra-* 
veljer ever paffed it, without being fti^uck with 
the tafte and original .charafter of the edifice 
an4 its enchanting boundariesj^ although defti^ 
tute of the decorations of Mr. Deputy Lump^ 
diijplayed in fuch pro^ufion at Image^Plac^^ 
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Chapter vii. 

"fbe Subjeil Concluded* 



HE admirals munificetice did not end 
ivith bis gift of the cottage. la a manner 
equally difinterefted, and equally unknown to^ 
the party tilt the noble deed was done^ were, 
the turns of two hundred a year, fettled on Mr. 
Lucas^ and dne hundred a yeav on his ^augh« 
teTr., , 

^^ When young Roberts, to whom we now rc< 
iv^v^r had attained the proper age, he,was fit* 
|je4,oi^^ ^^ 4 midfhipman } he gloried in his 
ij^MQ^tion,, and hU ..only wiih was,, that hi& 
ar^pr .ki the caufe he wa$ engaged yXf niigh( 
jg^eccjxjiy be, put to the ttUl . .c, ^^ 
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ti^V M i?t|ib^3^^^ aEiT, ere lo*jg, his wilH 
W^ Jl^lfy accomplimetf. The captain of fl 
l|||af| te went m with a prize, ait 

zri^^ipg could exceed the praifes be beftois^ 
Oft Hisi hrarc little James. 
' W Jth his fiiare of the prizerihobey, Jam4)f 
^wtchafed a life-annuity for his tnotlier ; '^aii 
a^ of attcntioti aad of duty that ftill renderedi^ 
hiin, if poffible, t greater favorite than ev^, 
among his friends, and all to whom h& wfm 
kBowain the village of Auburn, where his i(^ 
quaintance chiefly confiftecl of thofe whofe poi^jf 
vei!ty or misfortunes Ba3^ come within his know- 
"^edge, and which he had been in the habit of 
relieving, as fa^as the ppd^et allowance fur* 
aifhed by Mr.^ Lucas and the admiral woul4 
permit. 

It was at this period, the admiral receiye^^ 
intelligence of the fudden death of a neaf !^ 
Ution, to whom he was heir at law. The ^ 
fdioace of the deceafed lay in adiflant pirt i|f 
South Wales, and theire tlU prefence of the^e-^ 
luQ;ant Sydney was ladifpcnfible. y 

The antral took an unwilling and affi^ 
tionate kave of thoie, whom circumflaiicejk:^ 
had rendered fo dear to him. K egret on hi^f 
fides was m^utual ;. and after his departure, 
g^om appeared to hang over every fofc 
^hich had^ from fituation, charafler, or bt^ 
tyv attraj3:ed particular attentioti, in the cour 
of the l«ite rambles of the happy and amial> 










T^ E BEGGAR B Yr 4j{^ 

I To add to affliaion for the ibfence ;of the 
bmof fnei^ds, James Roberts was again futii- 
^6ned to his duty; in the performance of 
which, the brave and undaunted* vouth failed^ 
tfot to gain the lauriel he fought for ; but it was 
not, AS before, accompanied with an increafe 
of fortune. 

T[*hough many a weary mile divided the ad. 
mii'al from thofe for whom he cheriftied the 
moft pure and difmterefted friend fliip, his 
Hhagination was ftill on the ftretch to render 
itiem fervice. His little hero, as, while yet a 
boy, he was wont to call Mr. Roberts, and 
who was now at home with his mother and' 
fifter, v»'as ever, next to his Louifa, uppermoft 
ifl his thoughts .^ An occafioh now prefented 
Itfelfj ^d the young man felt every hope- gra^^ 
tiiied|l| his appointment to the ^command of a 
i^gate. He had then attained his twenty-third 
y^ar J and the navy could not boaft of a better 
fi^m^n, and a finei: gentleman, than Capiaiflu 

Ro&erUj.^:^, / ■ , • '■ '^ 

V yh^;ad.riiirar, in his letter to Mr. Lucas^ 
reg|§tte;d exceedingly the neceffity he was under 
t6'f>a(§ many fummers away from his favorite 
letreats ; retreats, where he was once craibo- 
. foliie4 in. the paradife of reciprocal ftiendftxip- 
dy^^^^ He fmcerely expreffed his good 
^ f s roi Mrs. Robert^. Fanny was ndt forgotw 
^^;|^s*j^^ aad affetfting epiftle p 

W%iV he J his bfefling^ accompanied with a 
1*iiSi$iNtit'<i^'^i^g ^^ abfence of herbrotlier,, 
%Q W^d confider the anxi«tyv of ti^t^ ^qpc>2o;:^ 
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a|id iadulgeiic parcsiti^ ^nd ad the part o£i^| 
child and a comfori^n ""^ (^^-^ 

E^i^evKHis to his taking, his final leate of ^ ^^ 
ttr^wed mother^ Captain Roberts made ufeiKF j| 
every -argiliinent to perikade Fanny to remaia ^^^ 
at home. Fanny appeared coaviiKed (he cotild^ 
nev^ meet with a better frigid than (he had ^ 
ei:er found thete ; iamd gave him hei^ ptomUe to 
comply with his wi(h ; but alas I that promUe 
was paly given to filence thofe ^dmxmit^ns 
which (be liked not to attend td i for, at tkt 
moment it was given, ihe^ determined to break 
it/the^ firlt opportunity that prdented itfelf^ 
when ker monitor was away, and ihe tould nV 
bnger be fubjed to bis reproaches. 

Not aware of her covert intention, as a kiik} 
and affiedtionate brother, he promifed^ wliea 
fortune pttt it in his pc^xrer, to render kfrr ia^ 
dependent of all, except their mutual par^i^} 
aiul hoped he fliould ever havd to own her M 
a deferving and worthy Cften Tears troul4 
force their way^, as be prg ffed her toius anxfoui -^ 
bofom, and criedF-^^^ Confider, Fanny, ^tiii ; f 
dear, oar blefled mother, will dow have evetf ;' 
need of fuch confolation as you alone canbe^^ 
ftow. It is with you to create her happihefs of 
her miferv ! Beware thdi how you exei^isfi|! 
your appointed ta(k 1 Beware how you difti 
a inindy fo much in your own keeping ! O 
I ^hd on iny return, a mother happy^ and 
evs^ thing ihe ought to be !** 
r ji'anhy again promifed to, obey his injui 

t3k)ns } but, £rom her mai^^er) w|^cl^ ezpi 
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^ IM> rdgret d<i pa^dng^ the tulnd of^ Hoberis-au- 
#ad trh^t his tongue feifbofe to utfer* At 
is mdm^nt tier mother^ dltfbtii^' in tttx^ 
;«ftade ber^pp^^&ralk:^ H^e ruflkid td^ hibt rilater- 
m}j her laft eii]bf ace $ be r^paifi^d i(t emci^ to 
1& ftati<m, xi4idi be rndi^ ^s^ riie ^^n of 
the foUotifkfcg d€iy* White, eti the road, his 
twil muling^ vrere his ii^aii<:3idty, t(Smpaiir'> 
#ixs ; afibmd as be was^ tbit hk MeV #as def- 
tki}ieoffhofe propei^ ieelingSi which ^t^riity 
ilone coald produce. * ' 

^ HispmttSiioM treteiftdieed fdon verified; 
A t^veli^mmitb had tibt paflcKl fince the de- 
i^t^curd of her brdthel^^ ivYitti^ Fatiiiy II ober ti 
took odsafi^A^agaiA to exprefs her diflike t6 
Ibbed^l iXyk Mnm«a^ing tnatmer of piflifi^ 
away her time, witfc ofte ^^ never vifi ted 6t 
fiiw tiHipaiiy at her dwn hei^. MifsLtteas, 
\t,m3L%ttm^ c^ien looked in^ ikit indted tbal 
fm^ k^'s £^ioiia tiiM was not at all fini^ 

^ 1?bis unfettl^ turn of mtbd in bei^ ^tv^y^r^td 

nj^d^^ptjoved to th6 unfortunate mother, ai 

iiiifG^t^e^t^neaffl and at tMs period 

to iHet^afe her fMtrb^ and augtni^ her ande^ 

tf^ Mife Roberts thought proper to* form % 

Mfltintiisiaty wHh a yoi^r% peribn^ ni^ to 

« SympkifiS # ^ Ciftie^Iiln j and who \trai 

dn a vffit. Thii was a very iinpro5)er 

e ^/bni temonftMtnl:^ and perfi^ 

^nlWi^re alike kiHl^n J and ti^itK ^ler he# 

«om{NylDn F^HAf paffed-tbg bett^ pah of fi^a 
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la oneof thofc vifits to Mifs Sympkins, t 
lure "was thrown out^ that at once determinj^ 
this v(^y ward vijdlim of a ftubborn will,^;^ 
br^k through every barrier that might iifln 
pcde her flight from duty, and herfelf. t 

The ill health of Mrs. Syrapkins, frequently 
obliged that good woman to keep her room ; 
apd her hu(ban4h^expre fled a wUh that hix 
neice would, onthefe occafioni, take her place 
at the bar. A propofal had been fent to the 
father, by whom it was rejeSed, on the fcorc 
qf his daughter's being wanted at home. 

This refufal was a fubjed that created a mu>* 
tual difappointment between th^ parties, apd 
which they were regretting when, F^PIiy look- 
ed in upon tliem, as was now her qonjdjy^ 
praftice, to take a cj^ip of tea.- . / > ^ 4' 

^ Perceiving her companion to look i}ao.re..%f. 
rious thanufual, flie enquired the caure,whicb 
was no tooner explained,^ with a, *? Nqw's ypp^' 
time, my dean, to break your fetters,^ ^M jeC- 
cape fropi unpleafant cpntrotil,'* than Fanny^ 
at once agreed to quit hermoiher, and prefl^f 
at a handfome fal^ry, at th^ bead pS^irs3 ^i^* 
ting the uixavoidabje abfence of ttie^mi'' ' '^ 
pfthe.Caftle. 

This removal wa$ not only m^ch a^ 
lie. Thrill of her mother, but diredly contnil 
%Q the^^dvice of Mr. Lucas, who reprefen 
^w much more confiftent and eligible it wo 
l^e;in every refped, to wait till her brotht 
fiiould agam return^ before fhc thought ofai^jl 
change in her lituation* ^^ 
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A deaf ear wa* ttifned to every thing thefe 
feai friends could ur^e ; 1iitV9Z9 determmed^oii 
l^sKving the houfe other parent, but the ihea<> 
fure ofthat paretit^s woes wa& Act yet fall j flife 
wa$ to experience another tml-^bot, alas i tiM 
fuftainit. 

The autumti of the year, in which her capri- 
cious child had left her alone and comrortlef9> 
proved very inaufpiciouft to thdfe whofe lot had 
caft them upon the " great waters.** Not ♦ 
print jof the day ap^r^d, without fome afiU£t-» 
iii| intelligeno^tc^ wrih^r the heart <of ma^y a 
fond p^twi^, bdfides berielf» 

Tim appr^e^Aon of a It^ fo fatal prd^in^ 
her owii lot> a;nd of which ivmtiim nesct daf*» 
pitiMAmi^r'^n h^ hwtiA ^ffcHrance^ fM^ 
t^titcdlkigfp £rom ttdfing bef eye-lid^ diiring^ 
fh^ lingering and piiinful hfour^ of nigfac, wbtctn 
^ paied tl^eiffbUng with ^Ipenfi^ and long- 
rng for, and yet dreading the recnrnof aM^ 
ther HKs^'ning, 

It h^ been & cttfVom with Mt. Lucas (b fmd 
A^ h^wfpapet, which he recdved dailyj to 
Mr«. R^bem inflatitly ctik^ aftpfearatk^e. The 
morftifi^ tit length arrived wbea he. hlleA' iti 
^at p&rticular. The citcumftance flafh^td tefi 
rible conviction on the finking heart of Ml 
widowed neighbour ! who met him at the door 
41 his cottage, at the mbment he was prepare 
li^ to qdh u.^His mournful afp«ft etff^ained 
J^y. thing) t^ her, her fear^^ wiere realifed, 
^nd;#ar(he no Ipngpr owned a Ton ! Stiirfl^e 
]^t #ii/^nt2in]| (^t^ 
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all 1 "He is gone !'' fhe uttered—" The . 
i^C^aven he done !*' 

' Thifi^ exclamation was fucceeded by a f sy 
ifig fit, followed by ftrong (ionvulfians. 
firiendly Luca^, in evident alarm, baflened 
and fpeedily returned with proper afliftance^*^ 
The doftor, when the convulfions fubfidediiii^j^ 
toa ftate of infenfibility, gave it as his opinioii^^ 
that the heart of his patient was broken^ thi\ 
no mortal aid could poflibly relieve her, an^^ 
that a few hours muft terminate her exiftei^ie^^ 
The poor fufferer lay for a time fpeepUl^l^ 
Her' daughter having beard the affli^iag'ql^^ 
cumftance, came with a requeft to fee her mo^ 
ther, and implore her forgivenefs. She ap*i 

pioached the bed >wherec^r f<^i^ fome hour^^ the* 
dying lady had lain fenfelefs and filent—#y& 
took the hand of her parent, who turned her 
eyes upon her-^nttered a famt fqream, apd 
inftanily expired.l 

The laft emotion of the departed fufferer ap^ 
peared deeply to affedt her weeping daught^f^ 
who hung over the infenfate cprfe, and 
dee]f) drawn fighs, furveyed its livid f^tutes^^^^ 
In vain (he called upon the patent ihe had olir /| 
fended. With that parent, every forrpw w^ 
hulhed to eternal fleep ! Ihe frame fhe ,coi^ 
templated was no more to be fhaken by h ' 
man ills ! Another pang would ne\^er tortu 
ks heart, now ftill in its places — another t 
would never impearl its eye, now clpfeci 
ever! 

After the interment of her mother, Fand? 
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s- retfiained htA a mofltK wfth I^rl Lu- 
I^NlInd Jhis daughter) by that time W^l^i 
^^^aried up^ and her grief; at the .^ft i^-. 
*«4:rajridly^iubfided. On her fetufti to the 
^^y!l<^/hcr fpirits were ;io longer depteffed j 
^EffiJ%henher marriage took place withSymp. 
Mii#^ Mri Lucas could only regret what he 
ed^fd not prevent. ,Her fituaiion rendered her 
;ai^ iniproper acquaintance for his daughter; 
aiidit was not till the event happened^ which 
rtSWdvcd her to Image-Place, that the acquain- 
tifatoe^ was r^neWed, as already defcribed, with 
life cohfequehces it produced* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



jAVfJTG given every particular, needful 
t^ Be recorded of Fanny Robers, inherfingle 
fllctej' ajDd during the fhort life of her firft huf- 
l^ttd, to whom her condu£t will not bear jufti- 
li^aitioh, we now continue her hiftory, witu her 
l^pnd, who has hitherto difplayed a vety dif- 
^Nait dilpofition from that of his predeceflor, 
^r*^e no fraall difappointment and difcbmfi- 
fi^^Hady. 
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BiilJl^ n^oment is now at hand^ which is te 
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cjbi^ck ids ^W etmeer^ fMil e«M^ thaiaui 

ISitlkig one morntug at breakfiifts ifr 
^10^ hUmoiirs which h^ fo ofi^n tMde' l^i|l 
m\t<^ i^^ed Mrs. GQodwin titinble iidth^ i|i|F 
F^^bisnlian^ ib€ lordly <>wn«r of to^gt^^^bip^^ 
ir^t:cived a letter, the contents^ i^bj^ iMil 
io the feUowing iwrport. i ^ r«4 

•^ Blather Xinuft »ot-eAlI ywi| 
'till I fee how you merit Aat'titte---lBfor»«i 
llill dear (ifter Fanny^ I am Ik^g-^a^ IW 
her. at the fame' time, thM I can, and '^^ 
fee her happy, if wealth and iheans can com^ 
bute toward a purpofe fo near tny heart. TlSfe 
tnan who prefumes to treat her unkindly MlA- 
account to me for his condu6:«---*Within t4P% 
^ays from the receipt of this, expeQ to fee * fe 

** J^mes Roberts^* yr, 

Having read the letter, Mr. GootlMIl 
ti^ipj^led, turned pale, and rifing &om ^tllk^ 
chairji walked totlie window, as ii MQ$p 
of * CQiicealing his agitation. The lale^ 
fit of Mr. Neville was ftill fettering in hi» 
luory }>nd his feelings at the prefent m 
^empli6ed the obfervation pafTed upoq 
by thstf Ijpirited defender of injured worthy i 
" a tyr^mt is ever a coward.'^ 

At length, fomewhat recovering hi nafelf^ 
f^turijed tp his ifeat, faying,^ « Thi$ l^t«-4 
dear, is from a perfon you could but littfet 
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^^ '^lim^ixn^im^ tod y^.ll c^Siftjj^erl 
ii0iE& decaTedy from the ^earcfi, &iead.irj6il 

^tmrnrn^'^ : -■;.-■-".:,; V' 

jFf^^maiiner, the look of her hufband,' the aU 
ti^ ipeech, the c^ under \9h1ch, iit 

fffti^mwtpj effort to conceal it, he laboured, 
«n&>ldeQed Mr s^ Goodwin lo reply in a ftraia 
l» had been for a length of time a flranger to* 
***i once imagined/' faid that lady, <* that in 
f0Ch a light I fhpuld have to regard the perfon 
p«w before me. However, Siry if at any time I 
Imre beea dear to any, and then it would have 
bienthe deepeft ingratitude to entertain a 
Hoiibt^ it was to a mother and a brother, now 
iii'a ftate of eternal happinefs* The latter Mr. 
fi|Kk>dwtn^^was a brave young man; had he 
l»eeii living, it is probable I mighty as your wife 
liave received better treatment, than has hi« 
tberto fallen to my lot. But I have now only 
to'f ecolled: the warnings I improperly fpurfli- 
od^^and lament, as I do in bittemefs of heart, 
Jbit folly which has rendered me completely 
»iitct^*€d.'' 

^^v:^<f It feems, madam,*' faid Goodwin, after a 
^lungpaufe, ^^ as if you already anticipated the 
V .,||iiitents of this paper, which indeed I haveiio 
^ l^^bt to with-hold from your in^Aion. Be- 
4^rlbvemLe,I have only one wiih; and that is tp 
I ^^4^^ the party in a manner becoming the te- 
f^lbyidjoiihip between us. But if you look im a 
J^^^ps^pion, Mrs. Goodwin, you wiU there find 

^^^ipil^ut waidfig a re^y, he arofe and left 
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pQjp^rufiiQg the brief, but fpirited'^cpi 
Im^ Mother, wonder, joy, and gratlttiite 
^flfeffioii of her hear t» She wept; while ^ 
iogs, to which fhe had hitherto remaine<i^i 
perfeft ftranger, pofleffedrbcr wholly^ Loft « 
oemelefs rapture, xnitinftiyely^ fhe dropped" d^^ 
ber knees; while her lips poured forth tl^ ^^ 
fufiQQS of prayer for offences paft, and prs^l^ 
fcr prefent good. . h^ 

s with the important paper held clofelyvjbpf^ 
her beating heart, did fheremaiii till Mr^ GpocKil 
win, in a (late of mind, widely different fbom^ 
that of his wife, after taking a turn or two i^ 
ike garden to compofe his fpirits, thought r^; 
to return/ *^ 

Hearing his ilep in the gallery Mrs. Go<^|^ 
win arofe, and fcated herftif in her chair, rip 
which frtuationihe was found by her hufbaqdi;^; 

After a fhort iilence on either fide, and a^li: 
fuming a f mile too, apparently fludiedj, Jibdfk ^ 
Goodwin was preparing to addrefs the perfi^ipi 
he was conlcious he had treated unwonhitjp^^ 
when that infulted and ill-treated perfon intei?^,' 
rupted him, and completed his confufion, 
faying, "I, certainly. Sir, ihall accept 
4hampian*s ler vices ; have you ai\y objeftioaM 
c^ake againft fo brother*like, fo fpirited, fc 
aerous an offer ?*' 

^ Unable to ftruggle with ids embarraffmeat^: 
hehefitated for a tew feconds ; and then, wi^^^ 
a fiiU dilplay of abjeft aad Inherent cunhing^^; 
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oh. ** .From " tfiii^' molaeit^ d^ 

'^ftt it bfe our endeavours tc^ fofget^ tb^ 

*iaiid may all ahimofity be buried ii$ 

i I fincfetely hope my real aflTeftibahaW 

te^ doubted } we cannot always acciH^Qt: 

per ; but let my deartfl: life reft fatisii^, 

ji^xam not lefs rejoiced at the unexpeded 

of her iDrother^ than ihe can poffibly 

^_ - ' ■ ■ - .. 

jQoes the condu£i: of the felfifh and arlful 
l^in require explanation ? Certainly nor I 
[ . *fi^e well remeqibefed having heard his wiff 
i^^&at, ^* Had James Roberts been alive, 
lllllwould^b^^ no need to appear as fhe faa4 
jl^ie^ fince her confinement in Image*Place j 
l^llJiat what a huftand's parfimony withheld^ 
ji||f^^ther*8 generolity would havefupplied, 
yie Goodwin was ne mbre than landlorcl 
^^^tflle Inn, fituation, and a too frequent 
ilage of former acquaintance, led him, 
eir company, to negledhis bufinefs, and- 
his time J and he fufpefted not the 
|il&at iiwaited him, as he might have done^ 
^became involved in its vortex, 
u^^ when he came to the pofTeffion of the 
Ce eftates of bis very diftant, and» in- 
^orgQtten relation, in fo unexpe£led a 
^y,r^^-^--^- ^^^f^ already been related, he look**; 
I^^^Wn upon every one he had fbrnierly 
Ipisg^ljp^nd fPi^i^;^ unqualified as he was, in 
Ijgvqi^^f^ifite for fo an attempt, the com- • 
^'"''* of. m^ betters. 
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It AcIkiO^ did opt meet witJbt 

be^lbllii for { and the late difgria^l 
at^^tMle, had mduc^ him to| 
iuxi))f|menfe in examining his fteward #| 
This mode' of employment hf 
^SiqpHQts fnited with the inclination of that 

SQueman) who had of late years been in 
bit of managing fo much in his own 
that! he did not confider tife inTpedion 
fecond p^rfon altogether convenient, till pr<>i^ 
alterations were here and there effected ^$^ 
as the good man faw no remedy, he made* 
His mind to certain inquiries that migl^ 
liiade^ and prepared himf elf accordingly. 

The education of Goodwin had led hita 
the knowledge of debtor and creditor ; ; 
^re^ in tr uib, it ended. That knOwle^, 
hdwevery confined as it was, enabled hini 
difcover feveral abufes praftifed by the ihri 
greybeard of his late relation ; and that 
pages of expence and receipt were capable 
cbnfiderable improvement on his fide o^ 
^l^ellion in fnture. 

''' His remarks, however unwelcome, 
liftened to by Mills, who acknowledged hii 
rprs, wherever they were pointed out j bb^ 
affent to all his niafter advanced ; prom 
obedient attention iti future ; and thus, a^ 
ny of his tribe have done in fimilar fituatl 
he.fubmitted to a reprimand, and preferved 
" ce. 

In his heufehold too, Mr. Goodwin fooa 
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*atpwic^ w|i|ct lie- 

^ j atid he w^a^ determln^ ^ po^^ 
981^ Goodwin's expences to her tl^HBiti. 
' afone ; and if^ at times, that lady Ws^r^- 
Ip utter a word^pon the occafioiivtas 
i#uld be— ^* Are not your wants iitfly; 
|%dl ?— What inore would y o u have ?-^Ift 
^^y thing /^/w /'--'No, no, womaii, yd^, 
e/|mly. wafted my means, but never added 
em. Your mother, indeed might hatvc. 
^IpijL pbcket-m but fhe was thrifty, 

JT^t'leaft fhe meant to be fo j it was not 
.l^fe^tipn to have the worft of the bjSirgsun ; 
have lived upon the intereQ: and 
ced the principal y fcut that was ndtlier 
f%ct meaning was to live as long as poffi*' 
^d. it was well known (he cared for nft • 
^ ^ut herfclf-'r ; : 

^iSk0^Q^ fuch as this, if explained at fti]l|. 
»iii was well aware could not pofiibly 
^h advantage. He had every rcafon to *• 
in Captain Roberts, from the tekbr of'" ' 
r,or rather note, a man firm to his 
,a«ld not to be trifled with% He knew 
l&o well, that fincc flie becatrie hiswife^ 
"^oodwin had been no expence to Infa"^ 
^t%h reproaches, lately made to -her,' c^ 
^g his meani, and never adding to 
'" rWerd^at once linjuft and ill-fouhd^^ > 
Qpjitfi^yi heMd run through all fhe 
IjittI at the Caftle ; and but fot i\\e, W.^ 
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#ii^« )3is refiedions loo <m Bi: 
JtfbeitSy w^ at once groandIe& a^d id 
ca^tey and fttch as would,, if mentioned, bni|j| 
4k)wii the refentment of her fbn« ^^1^1 

;; .iThus fituated required all the cunning Ip 
«Bia^ mafter of, and that was no fmall (Imre^ lof 
ward oflFthe blow that threatened him. Inili|| 
dUemmaa and the enemy at the gate, he ^h 
sio other refource than to a& the mean 
4efpicable part be had done. j ;g 

On the arrival of Captain Roberts, Gooi^ 
^Hrrn had prevailed on his wife, on the promHil^ 
of an entire reformation, to contradiQ, j^ 
^^often, fomany of the reports which had 
raifed againft him that no other confeq 
attended their meeting, thzn z di/iance^ whii^ 
gradually wore off on the part of the mad|| 
^tnd generous Roberts, who was truly anb# 
Qor to focioty, and worthy of having bis naiip^ 
enrolled among the braved and thebeft M 
men, who are at once the glory and the b«Mil 
of Old England. ,yi 

Captain Roberts could not boaft of a fttdSto^ 
education ; but, from hi^ early entrance i^ll^^ 
life, from the connedion^ be bad formed, iaiiMl 
from his amiable and irreproachable mannei^r^' 
which had won upon his fuperior officers, ^ ^ 
had been enabled to acqv^e a degree of kAol^ :>| 
kdge he would not otheirwife have poflfeflM|;| 
:md a penetration which outftripped the yesdfl^ ^ 
he yet had numbered* 

The reception be experienced at Imag^ 
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Place was fb ftrongly defcripdf e lof ihlfl^ 
Its oijrner was^ fo anxious to (^JTplay fowsirds 
his new relation, that it is no wonder, inch is 
the ftrong charm attendant upon attention and 
flattery, artfully diiguifed, that his refentment 
ib lately meditated, was entirely fubduedi and 
the inquries he intended to have made, totaRy 
relinquifhed. 

From the moment of the appearance of thfe 
youi^ feaman, he became the admiration of 
all the domeftics in thie family ; and, as every 
hour he rdfe in their good opinion, fo likewife, 
m a proportionate degree^ did the influence of 
their hitherto penurious and tyrant mailer be- 
conle lefs and lefs* With all his caution, with 
all his management, Goodwin could not dif- 
guife himfelf; the altered drefs ; the fudden and 
perfeft freedom of their long hegle&ed mif» 
trefs ; the houfekeeper'sc increafing, but un>- 
queftioned accounts ^ the great deference paid 
to t&e noble captain — difplayed only in c<>- 
Iburs ftill more glaring, the bad materials of 
fifaich the weathercock mind was formed^ diat 
ionU fo readily turn from one extreme to the 
Clliert 
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/V^- CHAPTER IX. 




4 t 






4 Viftt to ihe Curate's Cottage^ . f^||| 



ITH all the anxiety of a long-abfent 
tj^eri intent upon the welfare of a fiftcri 
erring, ftill beloved. Captain Roberts 
made every enquiry at the different ftagcs, 
ring his laft day*s journey, refpefting tpc 
with whom her fortunes and her fete ^ 
now united. Reports had come to bis kno 
ledge not greatly in his favour, and which 
cafioned the letter which had been the caufe 
much anxiety to Goodwin. The nearer 
advanced towards the place of his abod^, e^< 
ry" thing he liftehed to, tended ft ill more 
more to confirm thera. 

On his arrival at Auburn, his firft vifit iiir] 
to the grave of his mother. That melancfa'Q^ 
3^uty paid, he repaired to the cottage, there 
ufiiburthen his full heart, and hear in retu^: 
•very intereiling particular refpe£ting hiSsi 
rered, his lamented parent, and of his impi 
dent and ilUadvifed fifter j for the wealth 
Goodwin was of DO moment to hini, if 
eould not refpeft the fnan. 

In his hopes of feeing Mr. Lucas and 
daughter, he experienced a diifappointmex)!' 
they were from home, on a week's vifit, a fi 
miles diftant. Thus difappointed in thein;^ 
ligeQpe bf wiihed to hjive gained, previoil 
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l^o^ifigtli^ boundaries of Image^||^|il^ be 

|a&er ld£:^matidrv f>om app^rao^s, a$ 

"|i^ jaii|ht happe 

i§Wfn^i^ after his beiE^g there, hef 

tt^pived a preffing invitation from Mr. Lucas^ 

I^Q'^asjuft returned from his vifit, tdykSii 

^^%libwmg day at the cottage. The company 

|j fifteir was alfb defired by Mife Lucas, in 

B that 70ung lady was nioft cordially joitt- 

—^jrlier father. 

ffm 3ifFerent converfations held with his fiftar 
||ye:fubje£t of her prefent fituatioti, helDund 
1%^ experienced enough to render her ve- 
itelhappy J and, though each cirenaifencc 
i^ulilokek^ by degrees^ and with a cauttois 

^^;>tM4Ci.iicuL grcai crcuit uu tiic^ lui ueatance^ 

^"relator, ftill it was with difficulty the 

:er could fubdue that refentment th«y oc- 

^^d« One confolation, however, and that 

|^^;iriaterial one, he drew from her paiafut 

jeilyj which was, that adverfity had cured 

^to^rconceky and improved the' qualities 

^i^^'h^rit they failed not to meliorate, / 

^^^ing their morning walk in the gardeft^ 

^^'iLix^ Roberts expreifed to his lifter his fur- 

i, that the worthy friend of his indigent 

Mhood', and to whofe goodnefs he flood in- 

ed for all he poiTefTed, fhould not in his 

atioa include her hulband, as well as her- 



explatution why he fhould not, Mrs. 
had to unfold a tale, which fbe wifhedf 
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/ to l^yc fu^rdfccj ; and wlucl? milita ., 
^ih i||i!h{t lier bufband, mat it requ^df 
fcrtsr perluafion^ to calm the pertarbatiMi ip^ 
occafir)iied in the breaft of her indig^i 
.; . auditor, who expreffed in ftronger terms t 
any he had yet made ufeof, his deteftation 
aWorrence of Goodwin's injuftice, meapn| 
4^ and duplicity. = ,; 

On their return to the houfe, he defiredr 
lifter would drefs for her vifit ; and, on it 
prefent occafion, without confulting her n 
band*— ** Should he make enquiry," faid 
captain, " Where you are going, tell .hitti 
is at my reqneft you accompany me onav 
to a family that fhall have every amends pa 
to it, for the indignity it has experienced fr 
an individual of my own. . Let not my deat 
fifter,'* he continued, " imagine that I wo 
give my fanQ^ion to any improper condufl 
wards the hufband (he has chofen j permit 
to be my concern; and I engage to anl^ 
any queftions he may be inclined to , m^ 
^provided they are put to me by him/elf J' . 

Mrs. Goodwin left her brother, and ha 
ed to'drefs^ "^ The bufmefs of the the toi 
cotfipleted, fhe repaired to the drawing-r 
where her brother faid he would join her. 
had not yet returned, when Mr. Goodv4i 
who had been employed with his fteward 
the ofEce,^as was now his daily pradice, en|| 
ed the apartment. " -| 

Mrs. Goddwin endeavoured not to bide 
exultation of her heart, which beamed fbri^ 
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ter ftill beautiful counteiiaiice !— an exultation 
which fuch an oecalion failed not to fceightcn. 
Her look, her voice, her manner, evinced her 
inward fatisfaftion as fhe replied to the quef- 
tion-— " Where are you goings my love?''---! 
*^ By order of my brother, I am waiting to at* 
tend him on a vifit to my dear and amiable 
Mifs Lucas, and her refpeftable father.** 

It required no oracle to unfold the myftery ; 
the information juft' delivered explained every 
thing. It was but too clear that his brother 
had been made acquainted with a circumftance 
which he hoped would have been concealed 
from him .He felt hi&debafed fituation in which 
he found himf^Jf without a voice in his own 
family, whereof late he was fo much dreaded, 
and where his will, till his obtrufive gueft ap*. 
peared, as it were, from a watery grave, was a 
law} which not an individual, who received, 
his wages, and broke his bread, prefumed ta 



^He had no- inftant reply to make to the un» 

welcome intelligence juft given him by Mrs. 

/Qsbdwin. He paufed for a fpace, and thepj 

0idf ^* I think you are right to obey your ex- 

"%jeMj|nt brother in all things.** 

Cfnw;illing at fuch a time to me^ the caufc, 

lis prefent perplexity, he returned to the of- 

^pf horie/i Isiilh j he gave a few inftrudions, 

lpi#||E^n mounted his horfe •, leaving wor<^ if 

^, or Captain Roberts, (hould make afty 

l^tpi^^ljie was gia^ne attoad on bufineis fbr 
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Asthe c^i|«9i|i sAd Mf Sr <Jpqdwiii?a 
j84 lbC<^otti^e^ they found its iahaibitisMifi^ 
tiie gsurden-gate, in ^xpedatian of their _ 
J9^ were welcomed in terms expreflive 9] 
.fincere affedioa and regard in which %\ 
mtte held. v _^ 

The day paffed away on the wings o|x^^ 
tional enjoyment. Mrs. Goodwin^ con&li^ 
of her own inferiority, joined not much kt ll^' 
Qcmverfation ; but Mils Lucas regarded ^ 
with all that interefting condefcenfion tli| 
» marka the manners of the worthy, and the as^ 
akk, when they mean to (hew attentioa^i 
thofe lefs refUied, or lefs informed than th^|f 
ieWes. -^ 

The afternoon proving invitingly fine. 
X^^cas propofed a vifit to a neighbouring 
femarkable for its antiquity, its great ex;l 
amd ftill more fo, for its founder remaii 
miknowBi and even ita^ name forgotten. . 

*^ Evjery refearch*" faid Mr. Cucaa, ". 
^man viidom could prompt, has been.< 
pe^^tedly made, to come at the origin o^ 
myfterious fabric. Wherefore it exiils, b| 
enquiry. To me, .this circumftance rendi# 
the fpot ftill more interefting ; for, can hi 
pride receive a ftronger check than in vie' 
t-he remains of a pile, coftly aiul vaft as &ts| 
while no one can fay who raifed the'ti 
now tottering to its fall— who marked the 
cent of its length^ing aifle, or whofe n 
were depofited beneath its mouldering ni< 




ments ? Frond their tablets^ the record is 
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^aiay ; nor name- not 4)ate fiiiiiilhi' 16 
"llf tieir or^j» *» 0^ ^^i^;* 

"ou cotrld not, my dear Sfe^^* fej4 <;Si|b 
ioberhi **1i«e pMpbfeil ftfty th&igf lilblriB 
[ebmfe^ tfaanfturh i. ramble ) I kno^tfttrf^ 
\\ J and wkh a hurried a^ ^ feat f at ftSj^ 
kivje often paffed k when a^boy/' A IhttW 
itt4' rbthahtic walk btdu^btheifi info> tbifi 
^ df the ruin; • '. ? , 

^ this feat of uiiime^rnjJte* fllCfllfc^i^* 

ft lit. Lucas, >**w!e wiH lir^ Capf^li Rt^ 

ri tthi Kftftn to the relatibh of i^tl whitW 

lenyodfince wer pari^j atfd yd«i 

#hen I hear ydiar ftory tdldf, it #ill aii^: 

f^g t* Alas 1 hiaiiy af paligp tmr -b^fr 

i£btt« I \rive enquiry no\^ j yo«if mftiM 

^^ ibhre every (q^cfttenc^*^^ -^ :^:: 

t'telt me, that the firft c<5ta!ef|i^6^y6W 
^^ti your return to ow^eUKSfeftil ^b««f^ 
ipour forth its cffufiontf btilt thc^^rive 
^I^Mt'^brokefi ^othpcr ; th^w i<e^dh%? 
WtlfeiTwhich from the hmr^fMr biwfi, 
^ia^ darkened I A pfMrmi&;em:€^ 

l^yp^ im i bur A^ i« hdW t«tea^ 

^^y^trduWe; ^ ' ^ ' -' 

^^^asl my friend, we ^ai* ^ fb ifn^tnte' 

^**^ painful events which tiitaini, in its ^{J- 

•ris^uiid, ifr fore to prbdtiie^. Tcf tnoiiiln 

VfeUtives^ mti^ d^ t^ tt§ a^ ovk 

:ei is^ in my hop* iftfd i#uft^ pat-. 

fe^lth^feghtof a^Gcw^^^^^ 

ife'dkitts 4M)if^dft^ i«^&&r^boutt<^' 
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/* MilHona nc5w aUve,^re haftening toj 
effi'-y^ztid every paffirig moment niuftliav€ 
"" ftcricSd viftiii. . ^' 

** With not therefore, cxcelletit yoting 
furrounded, sjs; you furcly are, with €V 
worldly good,to render exiftenccha^py ; 
not to catt. your parent frotoi her tcxnby^ 
witnefe your prcfcnt bkffings, which, if livii 
jhe would have held as the- fum of huixi^^ 
felicity ; fofr^ fee loved-yoo, James, (^eariy IP 
loved ydu ; and for what is fhe called to t* ^ 
blifs, furpailing all things earthly ? The aiif^ 
»uft prove a |)owerful balm to every feci 
yoUT bofom harbours* - She is called tti^H 
ci^mzly a$ a reward for 'her ftridt'obfefra' * 
of every duty to her maker.andto the iwii 
I haveieen her In the performance "bfltf 
|aats J the laft^ Ji<it lean: in my love a 
^embrance, was that of a mother / ' ^ 

•* In a:ll its intricate windings, the wifi 
©{ Providence is « vet aOawtb wards a geiA- 
good ; although Jts ways Jir^ fr^yetitly " 
from the narrow kein pf poor finufcheing ^ 
enveloped in ihf ; gaAfteriiig plouds bf myftfeq^v 1 
But when, for the purpofeis'of convidio^J' 
ihpfe clouds have be/jn known to diflii)atej istil^l 
ibe immenfe arcanum is fct forth to confi " 
confront, ^r .condemn-^^how iiififtttely bey 
mortal conception has appear^id, if I liiay be 
lowed a figure, the vaft machinery of 'heav 
Its numberiefs wheels in perpetual whirl; e 
p)irt in conftant rtiotion, forming a mi^ 
—boijndlcfs, immenfe, and wondert 
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j6r&d few, admitted to the avfoi^cpii'* 
ilation, ateitatight ^d oWii tb^^^ povei^l^ 
ll^i^n ju4gmemi^ thdf alftlie povrefs oi 
^^ringman combined) compared to the. tranf 
eudaot wifdom of a God» ju(l in his decrees^ 
|nd merciful in his di^enfations, are no more 
thaa folly and prelumptlon." 
f:, If ere Mr. Lucas ceafed, and advanced with 
1^ COjm>any f^^^^ the part« 

|l^jwlucn were mtricate and ;iumerous^ while 

m|^a}, but melancholy picture, 
^"^^fter taking a complete furvey of its eide^U 
^ftWiyft^ party entered upon wfiavhail i^c^ 
J^Jh^ dn^tl^ which jbruied \xoX \ rveiy lu^ 
ll^llMii^j^^ and whick 

3j|f(|pi^tt/.^ CPiiSderiag. dieage&iLi^ 
4llW»i:cd the deftroyihg ftornis whict nalin'l^s^'' 
rjf /nbjjeft to. The arched and fretted roof 
iWed the cunning of the hand that forjpf dt 
,^^ jyorkmanihip was elaborate, the de- 

^E^yjainted v^indbvrlhad received Utfle Ihju* 

f^ ana DrejSented a beautiful fpecimeil of the 
;^tiff*s (kill. The fubjed wa3 The Lq/i Sufper^ 

J9^ nothing xould e;jcceed its beauty, for cb- 

|uring^drawing,, and execution. 

^''" Here,** faid Mr. Lucas, "we view the 

ii^^ancfcoly >aemorials of devaftating time ! — 

^Ip^f ftood th^ high altar, wher^ youth and 

i r^h and pQor, the firm and the feeble, af- 

mfa|^t*iinpr^)9re4 wuh one faith, and exalted 
^y bik tope ; and her^, child of Providence I'* 
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Clftipft a )?c^ of hqjy <<>p(i0a<;ency on Ca 

tA'^urftory/' '^ i;he:c8ptiri^ bgwcid^ and i: 
began 1^ pro inilWlMrraiUve. 
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' gfaMwllrcinejBbrahr^theVri^^ 
, J^. aly 4^ft«C;^ / Ij«0 Wa fa^, : thert,;^ 
votfiiaDMeiaiit: 'g}o\9ing v^tH 'griti^vide * tc^w^t^ 
n)gft|)alcon» tliankf u4 to Frovideilce ^r ^^b)^ 
fmgs^ atid impatient for ^e hour of ctint^lli^ 
wherein lUioped toprov^niyfelfnaialrpgieth^ 
unworthy of fuch friends^ and fuah iu^-appoi^ 
mcnti \^% rfii white cliffi of mv d©?i^ mi 
native Bnglaadt in the enviab^le cliarai^fer ^^ 
Q^e of US defender*. . • ..;. 

>* Tl^e favoring gal^ wafted my vefiel o^ 
ward ; and, buoyant as the wave on whic|i-r 
ffcated, hope reigjied within pay bofom, 
• ^^ Alag I ii^xi^ ideas, in vain w^ ye Mdal 
cd.i;The nfioft fanguine vvi3ies that wnlettei^ii 
yoat^ could nbiirim in imagination, my fd: 
tune$ had hitherto amply folfilled, — all \ 
confcious^ that adverfity^wajpreparingher i 




■^fV J ^ 



jl^ ^ T tt £ B £ (7 C A K Br O V^ 6o- 

P5f it^ic and imfiortant trials ». and that, ijf|v^ 
ft4i:r^^ ihpuldfoon iMpeiacoce the ,m»-t . 

tability x)f all fublunary good; .^ , / 

*' Ardent cxpe£tation foon met with its ob- 
je£b ; a vcffel of fuperior force appeared in 
fight, and. a gea«ralfliout^reat>th€,air* Every 
brave feaman/lhad the honofr; to commandy 
froox -the lowed order to jbejhtgheft, exulted^ 
afU^ihe waft difcovercd tx) ukel^r down upoaus* 
She appeared an enemy worthy to contend 
With ; and our inferiority iafize and bearing 
fatved only to increafe our animationv . 
,^^^1 Aa engagement foon commenced,! ajud 
OTjej^dful wavtjie mutual carnage^. Ihe JFou- 
^ljd^'l-y d^rkene^i^ovcttitlie. fc^ue of bl0K9^,i-r^ 
i^dki Jorebodingjr.ftoxfiij gatheredo thick 
l^uhd J but rtatw!^iawfulia«fhe then appear* 
c^'i^ftj^emed as if her terl-ors w6re ftill only on 
tHi^it adv^ince! The Uvid Jightning gleamed 
4;raiiiid— fat , eveiy inierval lUeithdader rolled 
inlUllea nturmur, as if e:choiog tp the caftnon's 
roaT,r-*Vi3ory remained for^ a Joag/timc 
dduhtful J and the ftf uggle to; obtain it was 
lilaintained with equal Ipirit* At length, after 
repeated repulfes from numbetsfer fuperior to 
^j|urown, we boarded the enemy's (hip ; tort 
ibwn the Randard of the .land of wrong Md 
ftfidy, dctefted Trance vajad: advanced that 
dvriowa retiowaed and happy iflind, , J 
;>* Ibe Albion had fuftained but JitUe jJlat 
ia§c,lCJtcept iri her rigging j not fo with the 
lemy-— pierced, fliattered, and difmaited .at 
vfZMp fixe ao longer wa^ able to abide th^ 
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AcKfm, iirbich iiow r^ed horribly* The 
HUiniag moiiiitatii'*high» pr'evented the fuc< 
we wiflbed tp beftow ; and, borne oa the likii*] 
ous bkaftVou^'^^^ ^cf^ aflaiied with the^ iini- 
ted crieB of the devoted inmates of the ndml 
Ankingbark} which, tn a few minutes^ weiit| 
,K> the bottom^ and was feen no itiore« 
, ^^ The IoIb of my prize was of fmall cooie-l 
quence, c<Mnpared to -that of the liises of tjie 
poor fellows, who thus perifhed within tay 
view, while I wanted the power to fave tbeoiv 
They were indeed enemies ; but they ymto\ 
men! ' ; ;. 

^* Alas ! after this dreadful facrifice ta co^ 
teadkig kingdoms, after all my exertionB^ asB^ 
thofe of my buve companions, what had jiti| 
gained in the fanguinary ftruggle ? , d 

>' The giant objed: that late appeared ib&i^ 
midable on the bofom of the ocean it darkfii^ 
ed; and whielvto fubdue, many a llfe^adt 
been deviled ; was it not Airalldwed'Up in ^ 
troubled and dread abyfs— the clamour of ipfi^ 
ppiing cannon put to filence? And what was 
our loudeft tumult ? A feeble muFmur, cmai^ 
pared to the burftin^ horrors, iflfuing fron 
inflamed aunofpbere^ that now glowed wi 
Imrrid^tint over the rolling billows^ 

^Vbi this alanming^ ftate, returning da|| 
held us. I could not but contemplate in ' 
aHAind me, how every countenance 
changed. Th^ eye that lately glanced 
ance on the foe, now appeared as it 
Irom its^rbit) and^li^Tiu^vtUh iirildwil 
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If efsy >if^e now difebvei^d tihftt> many w^ft fcnm 
to h^ dafiled to pkcds otrthei ^iiitefs loak ; and 
that thofe who might perchance^ gaki the ihore^ 
-were only to be^thus prefer¥«d formfiihj for 
imprifoximent, fop difeaft tr^ death; it was 
ik^&kmt of 0Mr enenx^ ! Weha*«^eryfthingta 

;i>?fH^Otlir'a^pr€Jheftfions wefe^fcarcrJy fofriiied, 
k^te thty nete rsaUzed^ l^hd Mp "m^^Api* 
V<n to the iituation w^ dreaded ; the releMlefs 
ftoimftill raged, ifiid motked:tte fki^iofthfc 
^p^t^jf^^ ibusk^iipon a con^^l^ bre^er-^ 
nittother eo«Gfiffidfi)^fid another fuODeededytili 
mi lengthV % hor rid> crafts totd m al( ^Matrient^i;^ 
ajid:^^oy ii^rlc wdfit ro^pieces ^ A: Icmg and pi* 
t^His cry' was ail I heard ! A power I could n^ 
^cofite&d wifb> had wreib^ my maiden kiufd^! 
J^^gapre^myfelf up fof bft, atid foon^ bi!^a«tiekii^ 
Jfeafiblev ' ^ 

4 ;.^«)^^eii4ife aind motion itecurattd^ttteeMy 
&ft&tion^ l^acfjefdencedf or fomettme, was that 
oi bei^ Mil invoKied in tbe< vaft depths bftbft 
iNsean^; from whiehj however^ I was provi- 
4ential ly fa¥^d« ^The cat^ of the wottli^ WbA 
0fi go^dpro%t^ tf^y cdmfort^bld k)l>; me in* 
l^liriimenf • of pi^otediiig heav«n%ene, at that 
foment, wa«ehing over me, and^ ompk^^g 
Ij^Mif means toN3att ba€fere£tf<^n ^ the feat m>m 
^etme it had 1>een drl^ieii. Their ^endtli^ 
Itiirt proved fii<k)efirfal ; Igtt^aliy ^eeovtt^ 
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and found myfdf in an elegant chaitibc;r; 
bed9aiidfurfoiinde44:>y the inmates of ani 
fion at no great diftance from the (hore* 

*' The .report of a wreck had brought maft 
to the rocks whercit Iiappened, and hap]^| 
was it forme that I was born^e to ipmc diJh ' 
tance^ and' thu> proyiilentially cfc;?ipec} thit 
confinement Mthich I ^readied mpre thaJl ^y. 
other misfortune. I was inftprraed, tb^t i^c^l 
myfclf, all had periflied ! -^^i^ 

^ *M^ have now to fpeak of the w,onhyi^Jt|^ 
iion(xrc^ Le Bf un, by whofe qare t was r§f<; 
from death — by whofe honor and frijen^C^II 
was pr^rved;ftom ci^ptivky. . .:- ; r ; iji£ 
.V *sThe cottage of Le J3ru|ii4inoft, rq 
dcally fituaied .on the fummit^f a IoAy,,Jh| 
«owncd>with wood and vej:durc,a(bQut a lei^g 
from the fpot which ^proved fo,: fatal to ' 
Albion. _ ,^ i fV-i| 

** Its owner informed BE>e on ray rccoyf |#*1: 
that be vW^iswandexjn^ ovei (his grpund^^M' 
washisnfual morning cuftom. The ftprm. 
had>c3Aaufted itS; fury^^^ind a beaytJCul calim^ 
lucceeded, that <:heered ey^fy objeft aroyM 
him) and tempted him to prolong his rambjd/ 

*/ A lawn of confiderable fpacc, encircl 
with ihrobs and flowers, is mpft invitin 
ipread tjeforetbe front of ^he cottage, whic|( 
fimple and piftur^fqae. A fef:liiided and wi^ 
ing .path leads frpm the lawn to the borders 
a naeandering and pellucid ftreamlet, whu 
fkirts agrove of fome extent, planted with tr, 
of alieight and foliage, (eldom feen at 16 fmaSi 
a cfj/Jancc from the fca% 
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?*:Tt> this fcen^ of cometnplation and re- 
piift^ a ruftic bi^irfgie affoi^a^^in '^ortancej >tft 
fiii|f v^hich, aiid pui%ing * path Whkh^^aiW , 
^ through the centre of the enchanting boUndji^: 
^' ^|, ail' artificial grotto, of exquifife workman- 
ll^p prefehts itfelf, an^terniiiiates thiefcene. 

; ** In the conflruftion of this grotefque bull- 
dihg<> the artift h^s difplayed a ikill, not left 
fihjj^Iar than furprizing. It is nearly fur- 
riiuijiitd by lock^^work, which ia'^ne part, by 
th^ power of mechanifm, is made to open in a 
ii$i|iin<tr the mod addnifhing, into a Vaft^an4» 
ti|^<jtKdous.cavdrh9^htcbi^ feaVifitS'iAeach 
tide4= • - ' : ■'' , ■-'--'■" ^^^ ^^-'-y 

aind ekhmfbd) iiito[*ihi^ 
ig>'KaT«nfy' I wardri^e^i' ^ailkl^^'pfb^'- 
aU^jtp a #<^ Iwhttrbitheifeeodikig tiddL 

l4;Hitired^edibuato my t«Uef}iand tbus^^airf 
rrfduedfeomdd&uaibn* '^;' ' 

■^M iai^amiy fummoning his dbmcfttiesy -I >^at 
tifcaa w^^ oittag^ placeit id a V^rni t^tti^ 
a^d the means which my prefetvcf ^ ^p^lJedli^ 
tlre#e tfleiTed fey aH-proiettihg te6a¥en% ' ■ ' 

** Soon as ftrengrh ^o'uld pemtit mcj I wW^ 
<(tebold5encd^ by* the operr. benevbtettce aftd 
i^nknefe that marked the htanfia-^t)f ito^ fe^jft 
J|d more by the namietefrfwedncfe/^pftaAifed 
'^ iftjl Ijpeaking criuntenattce 0*5 iS» krttfeftiftg 
dipit^hf daugbtct ■ to affc«»ef i-^J^io i *^»si. - 

^''^» \\hen I had done fo, the worthy te BrUn 

T.-Y' •• ' • ' ^'-^ '-' 

¥U''^it.'^ ■■'■■■ ..-,... 
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expreiTed himfelf in a manner hccomSM 
pacriot^and thechfiftian. In Le Bruril, 
characters ^re iiobly blended. ; * 
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CHAPTER XI 

^r^tf Ht/ipry Continued* 



I « 








FTER I had rclated/V refumcd 
captain, *^ the fhort hiftory of my e3Liilen0|{ 
Le Bnin, whofc ftory mujl be blendedj 
my o\^m,raid» "I owe my country no&ii 
r have been the vi6Um of injudice, and myr 
Ideated wrongs might have engenklered 
of revipnge ; but fuffering has been my pon 
fi*— and I hold it my duty to acquiefce in;, 
ever heaven fees fitting fliould befall mcf I .,||^ 

*« My i^ife, my loved Amelia, wai left XA% 
a precious pledge,;by the trueft friend that caDlt 
owned the n^me! ■■■^-^^^ 

v*^ Mn Seward, her honored, her lamienfe^ 
parent^ was your countryman. Bufmefs of m^ 
terial import claimed his prcfence at Ea ^ 
where I then refided j and I rejoiced in the 
portunity of ftiewing all the refpeflt m 
power to a gentleinan, of whom I had %^ 
my f^thsr fpeak in the higheft terms of ref 
and efteem. 

** At that time^ I had juft loft my 
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^ei3M.ahd in him, 'my laft rwis^ining relative^ 
ll^MS 4eath, nty houfe BecOfxi^ a moMroful 
Illation ; and I Ayas fml^ing into a ft ate of 
^d deepefl: melancholy, whett Mr. Seward ar- 
^ied. His prefence proved a real confolation 
i ifrbut ftill more To, tha prefence of his lovely 
akughter, thp interefting, the dear Amelia ! 

*^ In their fociety, my inelancholy imper- 
ceptibly wore away-; and I feemed to gather 
;|d(iitional comfort from the thought, that m| 
liparning compofure of ntind, arofe in a great 
ife^ree^ from a confcioufnefs of performing, to 
"^^^ \itm6ft power^ the offices of hofpitality, to' 
dfear and refpe£ted friend of my yeparUjJ 




m. "^ 
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£!^^!Tbis delufive idea foc^n yielded to the cer- 






y of a very diflFerent caufe. The form, the 
M Amelia, her mind, her manner|waa 
Vith me. I loved her to excefs ; but Mr^^ 
%t$ was infinitely my fuperior— was he not 
tr^y gueft ? A fenfe of honor hound me to 
iilefacc, On the only fubjeft on which depend- 
ed my future happinefs or mifery. / . ; 
I ^*<^'At a public afleihbly it was, that Amc- 
Ha attrafted. the attention of the' marquis of 

iO',-— : .J a nbbleman of an acknowledged 

^centxous charafter ; and the fol lowing day^ 

"^^h Seward was infulted by propoFaJs. otitif^ 

""ft difhonorable nature.' » \ . 

?* The perfon the marquis J^^ thought, prp- 

*^o employ on fo degjra^ing^ att^ eriandr^ 

it: will not vice ftoop to f>^w4$ i'nobfe^^ 

an e£ fiili higher tank ilianbia^^i^^ 
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.;« TBjj diike o f was rediJetking s^ 



*^1?^* lie explain^ Ac caufe that gaire riJFi 
tiU indignktion, adding^ M' knoi^ ydpt |j ' 
]pe ]Bryii-r:I am your gueft---a^.giyQU .w , 
(pr the father now in his grave, whoie WP^Ik 
ry ybu rcfvejrc, were te living, ^nJ ha<i r| ' 
(i^jwi indigoi<y like; iuine !^ ^ . . T . r 
" **lTiequkci was preparing a reply j /J) 
fitftfted oa hh ipftant Jd^f^i^re.. PrcMfdfe^ 
ail in|ble'nthefitation, I rofe into paffion^f ' 
beftqwi^d on the titled villaih a defcrvedV 
jle advimc^d towards me, and drew. I 
pnarixjed-^but, inspired by my caufe, I 
the weapon and broke it over, the pit 
form pf theidaftftrdry toward, whom my xndi^ 
nam arm had felled to xhe ground. t^ ^r* 
. ** I wa^ ^yell betovtd. by my ne;ghbmi^ ' 
the dfFair became very, public— my cOTdii 
^as ill every refped mifrcprefentcd— an^^alt 
V^lx6^knew me, and likewifeknew the inflijijen 
of thbfc I had: offended, trembled for' n 
fafety,' 

\;**^ III this dileninia, we had no other refb 
tSajpi inftant Jflight ; tgathered together p 
efleSs t could, in thelhort time periiutiecl i 
8yiMiiitiiUfmiiir(s;dii^I, found m^fefff<xum 

- -. ^ -^>'.^ ». 4.-*- life... *.*■-■, .,.• 4 .- 
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^ .^ Jilaied in the moft rcdr^d Saiid rdfltaW^^ 

.^^ The property I h^ haflSJy doUd&fi w*. 
JSileif c^ jewjde^ feve in niifiiber, fmt ^ value 
#[$ immenfe. To a genttemaKi in tMiim, i 
Dfoth^r Inerchant; I p^^fit^ thehi ^ begtV^ 
me their foli vafae ^andite'hU iftt^rfiir '»EXil 
t^ior^l )^ fr^flv r^afoii t^ x^everem cha« 
li^bsr of an Engliftiifflir . ; ^ i 

^" •* News foon arrived, that convinced me I 
1^ left Paris init Ju(i in tirne^ I \ hdA tieeh 
fi^fely accufed of rebel pradices ; anct my pro* 
Mttt f lefi Sdiiiid. aiid jsirhich: ivas coftficKta- 
il^^ wa» fei^eil ti^od by^'jgbvtthmeiirv : f wai 
||f irthdeft thaoikfofr Sm hiy: providcitdii icf^ 
is^gis^^aiid fdt mj^f hal;!|>y in my aDfylvm. .; 
iH* Iho add to my feMfcity^ racy belwed JUn^ 
]|i ;iw;|s> at my fide in every ra^mbte f ' mad^ 
g the enchanting fcen^y;\trhich fanouii^ 
the peaotft^t duelling of her father^ 
*• Inlenfibly paffed away a year of rqK>& and 
(mpj^ef^ sit the end of which, Mr, S&\^drd 
ws^^cba&ied to^ his iDom by an accidentyocca* 
fioned by his falling from a fcaSbld, ere&ed 
by fothe. workmen,- tor the repair axid exhbel* 
MlhmdK: of a beautiful pavilion in bis pieafwe^ 
grounds, prdvSoias to it^ doors bein^ thrown 
^l^n for the entertainment of numerous ^neiftk 
f|Phr^ Ihvited^ to celebta^di with fbng» dant:^» 
^ ^ letelry, the birth^day of his AmduU Hit 

l&iQi W2a alafcming i 
%^' Tki^ birtMay of ilmtlia^«a*i9i^«>^at^ 
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parent l;i :.. . . . , i . 

^^SopEie time before the mourn&l e 
A«pcli»: JteiJobc€Oine*!my, wife. Her loye 
f ^»»1^ iM»e4 M^ ber . approy w^^ 
k« prefwted ^be ipcecibMs» the iav^uable gfHi 
faid~<a])4 AiaU I. e?er. /orntt .bt& .look r^ 
ttuu[i«frjl)rrr* Ilglwry in wy children !!. - 
* : M Butaiasi ii foon tad lo. fi^/wthv^/wa 
ikbUflie a^d emphaticpoetT^ u ; . SfeMl 

"Vo^gto'fertittftftUtiil^yw.oeii'' ''-^ -'-'*«" 
-^TAr mt a Vatit> tt^r tf*irf euh others tiAi * - ^ 

* I ^4«e Bnn# at .liiia ^iod b£ liie 4ffcAi||| 
ftory; laii.hia faandjost bis lieaiK, Hia^lotvl^ 
4zvi^t€t embn^od ifain inth a te^ i . ^ W«i|i 

^rt^pcmx^is ii gemiioe: fyibpatby^ : you Jderet 
iMMi^TOji^ fagel taQAct^ you weep £ot, fpjm t 
bAtpz\QM\bvtt oogf^diild, xxvfficmd Ammi 
your affli&ton only iharpeni the arromii^f/ifi 

; ^^ Inobedieiicejtir tbi entreaty of £Jt Jk^asj 
Ad^ia left the t ocsn ior the ramaiader » «f hk 
^wrativei' ^ ^ .' :- 

. ^^ Le Bran continued.t-^That dear iman V. 
#f a faint in faearen/was never clo£bd in ieM^M 
maternal xmbraca I In her birth^ I .loft «a^^ 
Amelia ! ,.-^iA\:i 

, I ^^ After her 4eathreireryfcene I befofe 
Ugfated in iremuided me, but too ienfibly^ 
my irreparable lofa y for, till that painful 
fSM;i«iluNljDeMrva^dfo^ My 
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r^M^ete? been Illy compimiiM^ 

a^ ^en congenial j wis both had bed^ fond 

"^ iremeift V and every fccfiei' which -naturd 

_ ted ' to embeilifb^ in what ih^^called- vw 

kfliis^^ paradiie, l)might back to inf 1b#nHfiie(| 

a^A de^&td mmd, the 4oft» the kraiubS 

^ i&kniK wh0 wotttd wanda^ there lib nlbre» * 

^'^ Thoughts of my infafit -charge at itngth 

ilU^ififedmefroin my griief-^very 

It^f every adion^ evety fentimenty reminded 

i.^ktr whpfe, feat was in heii^^ 

fi^'Prfttdcf my darling cHUii^ !%» fiie^ grew 

iai,If]^rocured maftersin every femaieaccom-' 

pJHftrifintt j^ixi^tfd inr ibddaacie^ihe' phy^ 

f4'fo as to intereft all whd heard her. MmB 

4iiiil gdined^ impnyvenit^t^ fwm the ftibret 

fSitexf^ tt^it by aiUbanatifiii &a(iu%aii4 i^ 

fmitiku time, not demismded by h^^iud^pt» 

#i^ h^^reiit> was employed mm^y^tJi^'^sm^ 

liDi&re'y and admtr:^ chofen irj^ ha: tdrt^ 

gviiidfaifaer^ - ^ 1 i ^^ 

>^ Twelve years bad elapfed, fince mylmiag 

fi$t|Ctita^ £ngUndy when4.teceivdd iecttnr f rbni 

]#]^£^(^diii«Pafi$^^infonrniisgi^ death 

of the marquis of N , and that < hir^ enil 

wgi marked by the mdft fevere contdtioaolfor a 

1^ whkhiiadbeen^ blackened by every OTiDM 

rtades^ the t individual^ and -anmys^ 
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y. ^Tc/r.^-? I 

si he eottage^ if ibci^ it sdayvbe adeemed, 
llhtcnaw in^ was bmU by ^e marqtik>v 
lli^breatfaed his lall ^ ami 1 {par^f inan;^ ai^ 
•|j| fearMdeed ^& eoitfeiMi> tm^ 
ifmt witnefled* 



s 
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/f In\bis d|ti4g q^^ - -« 

it isaife]f ))is madhinationsv aflift^dby the d[|| 
ef v\pn ' >i»j y that my tip6uble$ ia Paria locj; jtf 
dtigiiti^ As fomiB atonemeoly be left mi^ 
1^ of bis eftate^ as i¥di as a publk 9iein| 
ml ef my innocence. 

\^ My friend cloTed this impomnt infWouSf^i^ 
tion, wiib ffsquj^fting me to come to Paris wii^ ^ 
«mt d«layV tq take poiTelGofi of what ba4 
beqneathedt t0 me; to apply ,t^governmety?j 
a reftoratipn of tbofeefi^ds.ofi Whick Ilxad^bc 
f« ui^ufily deprived ; and to afib ti Hiyi t )i^ 
o£iflo6c^6./Ti^^^vras readily allpi 
auBfd. f ati&ed \. iiut iny pcqaerty never woa r^ 

It f^ Cas i dien.reifttd my country ? Had # 
be^ % ifiBggar^aJ^gai^ t might have rtmaid^ 
od \. aUcnmLc^^so waiidets^ncj^eftionied thi^ 
ihe Iffid, wb«t« paver a^bufed, aiQkd lor^iy V3^ 

»b^bed 




^Xfe their wucmgs in ihun^er, and dl^^dfij^ 
^iil move their vengeance ( .vf 

y*\ 1ft Birun ceaCcd. He apdcglzed fior ^^^ 
wtrmth of his expreilions; addinj;-^H 
theto, Sir^ you (ind oie ;. I love your qounti^l 
I revere its laws J^ T honour its natives. Nifi_., 
Lttu^ addy' th^t here you are doubly welcoi^ 
** Kgbt ftimrtterf li^ve'|>afied.avcf myh ^ 
(met J tPpk po06ffion of this retirement. 
i^i^T^hkmm is to wmder forth witj^ 
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5,*^libfe rcmjvfk* retttiria «e?^'h*rwh»" 
IteiJ. From liti* to - fifftit l^ytiSfeii* 
^&ts of ikorniii^' W^y^ftSllia-^gfaiid ' 
pbut bete I (lil I linger, M if l!tt*ilffli^4»f6i 



fccnes fef happintfi, trhicif 
bc'miac. ^ -yr- ;-'• ^'^ ^^ •* 

^^**Tlie iduke of 0--i-i-t-^ iribnth* 

I^fit, ixras fmnnitoncd by death to^quit kiyjjriftci*. 
I^^G^na/ Wrong, bppreffitm smd guilt,? 
lS»1fi^tked his cxiftcnte^j tnAiftepoWettt^ 
iil^ifei feff a Ton behind him^ 
dWt; pei-pkdate his »^;w#, bw atfo hSi^infani^.*^' 
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.tJT \*hat remains to unfotcro'f my eventfuf 
#^r^^ Roberts; ^ I (Hall 

^Di^tef swf df cumftances will permit. Cpn-j}, 
iifteiit wiih:hk jfnannersf, was the cQ9Tef0tion' 
^%€'Brfiti' J refined, elegant, ai\d ipterefHng;^ 
'^^fen^lti refcounting my ow» advcntttres^* i 
i<Hi# t^d nan^ of Adrnfral Sydney^^)ie 
%)iri^^ trhafr, JmU with iiy apiniajtiBd" 
" p>e** t» hi* 
-^^^iwil Sydney t ajia ^ thaCi 
t^^ ^ pn ^kno^ to ;^t. YoMT; 
"COTO intelligence reiidvaies my heif^ if 

« 
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c§ill^ihfR^ tlie brareft Engtiihmah I 

kfi^Mi 1^^^ SiiK# the d4i^ my 

tbiipitci aad my neighbour « Ob ! what ft 
iV^ciliQii tt \^ill prove, to' fee that i^acifay:, Ih^^/^ 
refpedable gentleman. ' j^^ii^; ;| 

• **. WJiee rcfgfetiotoiy dcptried wife^ pT3ey«? S| 
ed uppivjiqr fraiiKi and my dqeded ^ait 
ftdcened at the voice of comfort ; h t^^mUbik^ 
itnpoffihle to recount the variety of jacsliife' 
Oii^oyfid by Adpiiral Sydney, to remote life 
mentaVl^^tgy Iiraififdungtntors r :sil> 

^ ^f In the line and even texture of fuch a mtaf 
&^ your friend and mine pofiefled, the traitS 
of bnmantty^hown nife ri nlj con^icuoas 1 Ay>4 
yet, my ^icnd, how contradidory /to fudpi^ 
mind were the calls of /a.profefiioa whidi ]ei 
him to behold every feeling pity ia aliied' tlii^ 
outra^d an»dfl: ^enes of tumult^ carnage, tiad 
diftnay ; as it has ^bnei^hen he hat obcg^ 
the indilpenfible fumnions,and left with mul^dk 
regi^tiheple9&ii!s^le haunts: of peacefol f^ci^yi 

; ^^ 'j^bofe engaged kr the dre^fi^i and Mi 
dpubt, aece&ryi^rado of ^t^fr^ wf; are ift^ 
i(^fibk moft^ never >fweri^<^ flir^ fronj^^fli. 
duties. What are tbofe dnties I In. what i}%; 
tliey confift Mi^ a cool adoption oS vi^mw 
which feieace ^mub lo ^e r]^fej9pi:, M^ ^ 
iHfhtch are juftifi^l by :i^ic»G(t civiiMI ^ j^ 
l^tened-^meafores whicb; imift biMcmii 
fiiidy of tfaiO cqniniaiader iiift]^^ or ia 
cabiflt/i and wbicb^ : bave Iqi^ tbik o^joQ 
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1^^ lree& the fiiil;^ the gr^teft of httdi^chik* 
>tf^crs. Thus could 6m Sydney.*>e&oI#iihe 
liiam^ted^heaps of watrnded, dji^ng^aiid^fiam^ 
imiiiis boaft«d deck. o£ honor ; la themidil of 
which he has often (load ^asUiky wkh z. fifttk 
heart and collefted mind, from a ftatiMt (ot 
fei^fiinary, fb foreign \o his own gentle na- 
taskm^^iSOek forth bis orders lor niaiiacre and 

^iS^)TimQyn§kiBdimp^m:optih\fW^^ in the 
teqspy manfion; of J the: wofthy L'e &im^ that 
feferal momhs had dapfed hefoze l^bedilne: 
fiiil&ble of ks rapidiprogrefsy and «that I fliould 
bc|^ ^iblnlc of regaining m^fiatfiveJhore-^ 
&CHSi>^^hicli|s aecompanied witk the lairsft 
hobc^i il^ had embarked , to^ witiie& only tbe^ 
-^nacy o£ mortal jexpedationu 
k.-'^ry_Q fammoa. up fiiffident: re£E>l:ittiEiit lb; 
betk <m the fdhjo^ to Lr Bnm, was a taik m^ 
Wibt di^enCed wick ; but: whicb I found ofa, ^ 
Hitiare nsore &vere. than I had^cveii ^qf^rieheit* 
ded. The diild of fab heartiwas^alfiDr ths only 
CH^fSt o£niy^ owm Tim^iiad in^r^afied affisc> 
fiba^ a&d dtjciimSai^e had fboed it toQ deepif » 
e«er 19 be oradicateior l^Mid*. v^^ 

^ ^5 After miny a painful ilrug^IebetwetiK 
^ittty: id^^myrtountry aiid loiiittr fo^ ita fairitUe&j 
fiftfie^^iBfiarnied Le^rump^i pedbd wa# 
ariSiMd> wben 1: muft: yield touike^&vdrt: obli^ 
galioa tnf bidduiy bioi and bis daughter ^le^ 
«|ll4^JBfifpiag tt^k^^ 
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td^^gitiiroui^ and H(pt&ed Engiift 
p^liM il alfb arrived, tb m^ moment 
to ydii, f truft, grateful ! '^ 

^* L^t me claim your atreiition to a 
pofal, which will not, cannbt fail to conv 
you of my fondcft regard, my moft* lincei 
efieeftK 

" Notwithftanding various difappoimme 
which 1 have experienced, in my interc^u 
v^ith the trading part of fociety, in addld^ 
IciTes t hive been doomed to fu(hiin» tt^lik ^ 
injuflice of this my native country, fortune 
ftilileft me in pouefliion of abundance. 

"*** The government ander which I re 
fobjeft, have Inot foand it hoftile and nn| 
It has once involved my property, it has c 
endangered my exiftence ! I now meah id 
part from a land, of which it has been^ny 
fortune to be bonia^membcr— A land j w,-.;^^ 
opp^ffion has weighed me down y where £rc^ 
qiieftt wrong^ has beenn^ pbrtion, and %' ' ^ 
fHedrilfs has nc«t^ fallen t6^imy lot I 

. »< I c6me ncfw, my friend, t6 ifce fabje^ i^^^ 
which depends the bappinefs dPmy^attieil'di^l^ 
vfhich I propofe to pafs in a kbgdom, ivh'ef^||f 
its natives have |ny refpeft,. its Jaws my te 
tidn*,' . ^"\''. ' . ;'' .. 

^^*' Toy bur regret, aiid iriine, my dai-I 
aiild hais, for fomc lime, b^en di^oopiny, ' 
fcfat, and iJejdcUd. lMpt&ed\hc mb] 
b«foujjbt ter to difSlofeit ; it *ash6t wil 
heldfroni my Urgent enquiry, ^kr coriftflSj 
has half completed my only w^ on thi$ 
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s. *^|*?^ y$a»^r« Jbehwtd bjt, Amt^^ i%^ -«}|f: 

pare, y cm .^U - no^ Itdfitafe bf (^>ii^; 

i> pufture ijie fenfatioii^ wjiich "a^t ^ii> 

b!i&fiiL momem look po&ffiouof my heatt^: 

iiirpul4 prove but a vain attempt}, { (halLolQlfi 

i^j^jkyecetred the blc^iog id 1 ought. ^ 

gj| Eeafbns of the i^tmoft weigb^ ati4 wbid^ 

jg^i^^ prmtuied our iadai^ 

np^ .J^ required fdmddegi^e^Qf.caat^ t<»» 

i^ mf^eparcure from ^ jeakma aivd vindich»^ 

^wljli)^ viie^eirh^ my good £brt^M^ 

^ f^ain unknov/n. A dircovery of 'my ^i^g} 

' ^^^MlSMtice^ of fey ■ Iroal eaarajfter,' afia 

Bif^vft^ fcpQ^ *M ptf'ote^&ion of JLc Brut^^j 

ipili|d#Xw^ 

e.,*| iMt jbrtune favoriag,. <mr apgrehe»fioM 
il^a uci^ of long; contiiiuaacei» The domedics 
q^ Xc Brun loved their ms^ftpr too well, i^ 
t|d|ik of betra^ring me$ an4> by hii* exccll^t 
a^i sii^ded maoagemeat^ io^a. few we«^, I 
fgynl myfelf in perfeft fafety on ray de^r^Hiy- 

, **To render , felicUy perfe^, as far as ha< 

]|l^a circumftaoces could raider ii^ in a^ fhort 

ff^acTof tuui^, tbeir qwn country, after my 

ire^ dtp tonger Joeing that of wfety^ I waa, 

by LeJ^un and tfcrt adored and loyety, 

l^rliJwhom, in a few days ^rfter her arrival ia^ 

^^^^^Hkdwihclrit^/; - 




> * . * 



> 



tP. •«: 







i 





i^ TiK 1^ »* O G A II 1>« y^ 

i-iffulTim ccteiaoaf over, and evtry i^t 
pifte^r^iw jpropofed ta tifit mf 4aihei^jj 
illi^Qfeitsyflutet «iid daere Iwaif to laai 
and Amelia for a.J»fon, after { had paM 
4lB<ty to theadmtral who» we had been idibi 
odrhadi^itttraed fn>n' Wales, where hit 
feflj^had been required iq 'a.5eoiieero 

'/ The motive for diia iBk>rt abCeneey en 
part, I furely need not ezplaxq. The fed 
^Tered a parent-s remains was yetui»rai 
by atotr ofminei the honored guide of ^ 
ypiUtb^-^-a fifter tenderly, bdoved,-^!^' 
confpiced to baften my journey tcf 4iik 
Qattve AubuftiV 

. ^ The manfion ^ Le Bnm^ is furroi 
by every charm of wildand-romantic Ha tu ij6| |t 
and Amelia exprefled, in the livelieft teri^^ 
her latisfadioo, on viewing the diverMiDd 0b$ 
nery through wluch fliepaffisdi A remarks^ll^ 
fine day was drawing to its clofe^ before i||JV 
entered the long and fpadbus avenue of tredp^^ 
to which the inailive and txme^honored gat^ 
the Equally ancient edifice^ prefen ted a 
taminationfc. . . . ^ t^ 

^' We were admiring the beau^ul appei»^i| 
afice of theif^ail Gothic efaurckf the. elegai«^||^ 
of its fpire •i and the penlive charada- wl 
marked iu boundadesir; when aiblemn 
proceeding vfrom iu tow^, announce^ \hm 
paj^^are of a fpirit-^--relealed ftomits eai 

confiniV ' ' 
^ * We entefed t|ie. abode ofour &ther,^ 







ar^*«;i i^'%^<ycAj^:. m 9T^ ' §f 



feated' in a^ af^an^mii^ tiie iMfi^(>wt 

^H^i^f when ztcptimom ofttfae awM wamiog 
^ ^^if^K:;^ inquire thc^caufciC ^ . ; ^ 

I <V^ of the ;hdttfey fromr the dme Le Briite dc^ 

^> ^fsv^iSnxm ivt&ihe prefisfitimom^t^ ^ aialt 

I that doleful kaeli has occafioned manya waref j^^ 

qM> i:'?It gott, your Jioaor, for the befbofgea* 

UfllKli that ever iodced upoa^^e hlefied day'f* 



lSUtl»4aa»Xe. to remember ihk goodnefs t6 m^ 
pfMf ^gbleri Bet^^wheft ha- hixfband lay -iH^ ^ 
«i|dl^ could not help himfelf or his fafnilf. 
WgbST^ Btver^fhall I khim his b^ttet^-inow 
4j4iwlrat Sjfidttey-ir goiK ^^ ^ 
i^tfifftopr^d vrith the> fi»ie^lui^rizei th%* 
j&4^ fiorrdw, we Idoked at' %adi ^h^, and at 
idlfet&lae moment, erdaiihed-^^ Syd^' 

wt^ dead4f-^At length, recovered in^addgree 
\^ nyibthe alann her imelUgettc6 liadioeeafioni- 
0i sieeicalkd oa Mrs.>Stiu^^' td inform us of 
iiftftc?ine«r*- .;•:':;'.'/' ■'^-■■■^- -■-',■ '■[■ ■'^^'- ■■-■'■■■' ' 
^^ The good old woman, well as'I^ grief 
ilriwid^et her, gave us to underft^d, tliat the 
IHtadtal iiad, as he was paffing^otigh tll^ 
V received letters Uota Lbnddiiji whleh'l&« 
led Utt o£ the elopement of his ohfy 
h^r, with one of her' aunt VddmeAScs.«-^ 
^l interruptiiig herfdf^ •* there is'!lff.\ 
mil this time, wilhing to fee you^i Sii^i * 





I woMtdvgive him itrft suit notice of j6vtt 
^Hf fkid bis^tieivs ivouid be gre^ grief t6 
colne«i»bin yoQ ^oiiM/ 

^^ ^r. Delves ' at that inftant entered^ 
locitw He was unknown to Le firun, ha' 
4^yl been ill bi» iittiation of fteward to 
admiral,. fiivce the deathof theperim whoi^j 
fecved that oiice; before him^ and ^hicli 
pened abont t!wo years preTloOT m tlie pr^i^l|N^ 
mournful period. 

*^ On. hi< entrance^ be bo^ed to iM;^ 
&ying, ^ your appearafhce, Sir, and yont 
ner, convinces me who you are. You 
friend of the late Admiral Syidneyi UA 
poor gentleman 1 it was Us fetvcoit wHb a 
jfou before he died^* . 

" On his return from Loiid^n^wbeil^y 
had been oki the mekncboly bufinefl "^j^^ 
doubllefs have been inrormed ot bf W^ 
Smiih,;he vtzs fei2ed with a fever, whi^ 
phyfician entertained but faint hopes 
fHrmoiinting; for feverai.days hereimdni 
fyt)f}l^ 1^ ; at int^rvah caBiiig on his bft^' 
unclpne child ! His ravings at lengih, b< 
'fo'^xcefflve. as to -preclude the moft diftts^ 
ifeeughts of bis Airmoimting theiti ; w^ei^ 
fudden change took place, and hopes 
formed be would yet do well. 

f^ la ai few dsryshe was pronounced to 
a (late of ccmvalelcence;;^ but appeavaoces 
deceitful.: . . '> 

:^ WlW.ycar letter arrived, tiifbitmin[ 

of your ^«atioa of paffisg liie teoudn^ 
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altogetlter utiliiih*a^ Hfc ftiS^^ 
theiiame of '^ob^t^. -^ U\tv^Wi 
crt*r 5 ^ ^ *ak^ it flirdi- outM-biit tf^ 

tiiili 6f mine^ that ttiy hr^elSfm^fiknti 




#[|pM»eii^e comfort in again beholding Mm&-^ 




^_iitf!#hich be fliafl not^» foi^afil: _. 
s^ii £ kftow be vfrill di*6p a^t<^ trfy^h^ 
lift fpor oW Sydney ; atid I v^ tske dii* ^' 
j^si^l^lfo |[ive another to gtmimde:^' *< ■ 

.fit* swing this^. he ptit into my; h&*4 
ll^i^l ite)W deliver, addih^ ^ Wis ttty ^^ 
t^^l^tdfee myold friend Le Mutt bm^ 
d^MfM^ optill th^Vtdt^ Him I l^yed^r 
oiiJmn-sKad iiir^xfiiklf^ twar^!^ftir 
by niy leat^jmd iamentea maffej-iT*"' ;, 
Ihe^ evening of *at day , an ^^lito^ 
daf^ming ^ange ix)ok plac^:' tie^^ 
|ttv^^ chair, cottveirfing itihh i«e^"iM 
^dienHeiiddiaal/ 
>f#i$%$4>a^,\iirh^ 
I i#fe, gepitlcma^ feictiflcan diy latb^- 
ffiy dear, my valued friend ; hfrl|^ 
U>^ a* bflter wortd, and. !yoii ii^Hlt 

H 
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'at cafe; be known ut iiot $i||h: 
more !-<^a^f i be h. jppw . Spuift i ^ 
I)ay|^i;elieTef^ him !r— He wili liot utcer^anQ 
"^**"yw pardon. Sir, niy beii|i^£^' 
Sailarinip^ relation ; but I knew my m;^ 
Ipog before he became fo, and I ever .T 
Him*".* Ton have not my pardon oniyi*. 
|te ^i^uiiy Vbut my thanks. Tou fg^ 
|our late excellent mafter as becomes a ^l|. 
Servant ; Tucbj I doubt not, you have pro^ 
aii4f if 1^7 remembrance can be of any ferv^ 
to ybtt, ^ejpend on it you fhall not be £9 

j,; ** On th(5.departure of Delves, Le Brim 
preffe^iii^ with his manner, 

faid,<^ A&^^ where great 

is repoM» is invaluable. If I find Mr. Del 
twhat )m looks proclaim, he ihall not want e 
jplpy, or cncpiirageqaent.'\ , J^ 

" Bpipg leift |ci, \ Delves, after dllmiflitij^ 
ferret to^r^^ Smith, to fay we would: ai| 
b^jjit the f^ipper-hour, we proceeded to o 
the contents of the packet. Tlie firfl cJl 
that prelented itfelf^ was a lettier, bearing ^ 
fuperfqription-T-Tb px 4i^ar/nendLe Brun^^^ 

^^0$ this letter 1 prefent to ybu a cppirl* 
Mr. Lucas peiTed the paper to his Hpl, an 
his boibm 1^1 told you,\added the cap 
'my relation would create a pang ; and^ 
nig nothing more td add, you havie oni 
perufe, ana feel as I have done ;-«*as I 
4one, did I fay ?— You anil* Sir, never 
never w///, without a mutuH ce«f-^f erne 
our 
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^m^ commit her to (uc^i guar<^iau^ 
jy^ ii^iaiten as Ihe is, (he jfeeks the ,pr^fi^i&€; 
pf fethcr's frienid, tell her ftle is forg^y^ 
.^f llbe of little ay ai| applying tb m^'pitil^^^ 
pf*i^. Ifound no comfort mere 5 ffieg^veiti^ 
Ii^c^, with no other purpofe than id Xoit^ 
T^y jheairt with unfeehng f^^ 

^y^^J Ifi^yje to yoji Ae fcttlemcat of alK my 
* iiTjIJ^M^ If liviiig, |-bu!fa will ftill 

l^m^ i^niemlyrancfe is that of a f^h^r, | 
^1 wed^naapy a tear for hctlfaul^ 
ic]|ie will rejuril a few for tafioxtQ^* }ti 
Willi you wiir find tyfd liames^ t^ich I bfe^ 
o|ilq confider dear to'rtie, even as your ownl 
'* ^ "^' tiipre of Lucas aiid^W Roberts, if the gat^- 
owner of the latter be yet in cxiftenciB!^ 
them, M ^^^^9 ^!^ your lift 6i chofed 






■"^^'Eterx^t Gq^^ of Juftice and of mercy i 
4^||?eri my^^f^ ptoteft my erring cMld I 

^^fr !%e ferun— be kind to my poor Louifa^, 

I «||^n;7Jtuqa^» deeply affected,; returned the 
'*^ ^^ikj^-^ faying, VXou have indeed made good 

lie {H-eface. ; Qur lofs can never be replaaed. 

Utare ime, fuch M<^5ls as our Sydney are W 

The aarrative oi Roberts had fpread a gtooni 
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^|y i3^W ftie flflj^tlje aft 

^JSief gue^^ faTcweU fbt that i 
Wcsffbeljr wairing a reply, with the fu 
tremWing in her eye, flie naftened to her t' 
^er. Mr. Lucas, after requefting they 
fencw their vifit the next day, and to f 
is early as po|fiMe, faid, " I ^i\\ now 
my dear fiiends ibr the present. But ^ 
^ jpaptam K oberts, ^re we partj aflc a qtt 
wliichlhope you will not deem impr 
"Why, my yoong Sir, coaid we not be ihfot^ 
of your being faved from the death j^i^ 
threatened you? W^& there no means w 
which 

"Revered Sir,*V interrupted Robeif^ 
** fhould ydureFufe myconduft,in this inftan^, 
i Juflification, you \^ill not, I am affured jicn| 
i?rtll not, totally condemn my motive ^t 
adopting it. 

** Before I had formed an idea that mi 
'iFoi:tunc q6uW admiflion toj|l 

lioncjdn papers, a friend of iSlr. Le Bruh^j ^ 
lived n^ver Auburn, called on that geatii 
in ills way up the country. He brought 
afflifting intelligence of my mother's dfci^Mfi^ 
which I muft have funk under, but for 
Mentions I experiexiced/ 

^y TJiough I had been unfortuate, my ^«wi» ,4^ 
was not fufliciently ' fubdued, not to revf f 
eVery poffible means that mi^t offer, td^^il^ 
iorve myleif &om retaraing to my i^ti^ 
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X^pl^'Mt; tt^efi fhe favorable dif(k>fitiod aj 

tra|^^»^ihy L^ Brqn towayds me; a^d twa^ 

'tlp^4>oint of making ray fuuation known tp 

v^ip^jl^iral 3ydney| when the decraradori of the 

^jtoi-^er rendered fuch a meafure no longer 

I^Saying this, and rcpeiating their promife of 
\i^. early call on the following morning^ the 
^opr$ of the cottage were clofed on its vi(itor$» 
^^l^iU i(< itimate§ retired to the duties pf prayer 
\|^4 praife, and to the comforts of repofe and 



ijwio^^ice. 
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A Guefs at the Truth. 










HEN the brother and fifter arrived at 
.,^,toiage-Placc, they found Mr, Goodwin in the 
^4f^wing*room, waiting, as he was pleafed to 



^^y, their return, in order^ biefore fleep clofed 
%i^f ^J.^^9 ^^ folicit the pardon of Captain Ro« 
l^fiMt%j0r his condua towards the refpe&able 
;^v:l»mily at the cottage, where, he was but too 
^^fi|>le, it nwift be canvaflfed. • 
^^tiu^odwirL. was, ,tQ ufc^ the general phrafe, 
'' IWP^ when he took 
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kit ^ace as /* king ofihe eompanj'^ 
errc^s m fpeech were tolerated 

His appearance and his manner, at 
fent moment, gave evident tbktes tbat,^ti6c^ 
taken more freely than was his uFual ^ 
of the wine wbic!h was on the tahie 
him. When the captain was featedy 6 
win continued : /4na place like this my 
brother, fcandaUgrubberjs are pretty n 
rous ; I am fure I have .fcmnd it fo : I am 
to own, that when -my beft wife here gjvve 
her hand, I did not altogether approve 
public (ituation (he was placed ifi ; 
to the frothy compUmehts ^f every fboJ fi|f|^ 
was fond of bearing himfelf talk. Where ti^ii|i 
is lovey captain, you know, there will be /^^ J 
Ivu/y ; though I muft confiefs, her condu& .wiSl^ 
defy evil tongues* j Here; then, have I 
rn^y feat, longing for your return and 
company. ^ CoQi^t wife^-HCon?^, brothejr ^ 
I fill the glafs ? and may the word be,^ forg^tj^ 
and forget ?*' 

Ifae captain replied^ ' I have ho 
to join you thece» Mr. Goodwin, 
minds n^ay aourifli^ recdle^on ofmi 
from mine, believe me, they sa^ froim 
moment difimflfed* B)At «ndei^nd 
ly ^ I remain not AmcQnJhi$ui 1 am 
a Jenle of infm-w^ newr to be repeated^ 

*\ It Ihall be a part of my bufinefs, 
tow, to remove certain prej pdices 
you, and, ont^o juft grounds^ 
Mu Lucas* 








^*## l^l^CFC^A^^ Bt)V^ 
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l^lyiblei^^ be ddir td oitr ievci^ttiJ 
^* Goulcfhe hear 1icr'di?«rtiacrr^w^ 
nA|NB(; litid MvBr%drore queftioned^ ti^uc^ 
vii^jifpitjable caliiMrifi^of ? Certairilf mu 
mid forbearitig as he is in %eech and dif^ 
fiif^l^biR, k lis wiA «d fmalt degree* of paiiijt 
iriliifit, as f have done, a de|>atture lixiiivtbafS 
iiftiid^lilMiiier, wbm your name, has by chancey ' 
l|ii^*06tibhcd. 

\ti^tl lhatt be iriy ^axtearouT to becodpae a 
ji^NHalb^ between you } afliited, as I am^ that 
^facsoiiciliatioii witi be productive r>( the bap. 
j^ti^ ednfequences, Whea ^t recondliadoti 
ia^ncft eftabiifted, your boufe will no lotvg^ 
bmJkfkitedjZS it has hail been ; maftyr of die 
4m^0^mgg€mxyyvAio now refafe 70a their 
9iaitik% Irtim having ot^e z6kA impro^ty lb 
i^i^tfefaan, whofe tharafter is held oi oni- 
is|fft| -dtiinati \tiH {h&t% a^ii yoo adaoi%. 
dbt^ circles ; your error will be in time hv^ 
gttfi^ and ]fdur time, which has €»f late paf. 
m$^^yifi gli9o«i and dHAtMaOioti, wiH no 
prbve k bul-^n f n^rpeftable M^pKd» 
4ill cbee? your bourse and occiadoiaat 

';^#^^^^^ I, fcefeaofe pi^^ffed of fir«Ui?ii liid 

IndNipiiiddice^ to remain at home in » ftipke 
Jii^er f ^i^t^ ^ my coiinllFy'^ in/taJ^ Heuld^I 

" ^^^hipiil^ and eoAdemtiation ? Nb^ ^ii>^ 
iitt I fHiitfw ungrate^ lofai^ memoty. tbfe 
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v:fciK}iiir€d f butt before I anfwer the d 

Imf country, I mean to perfernii towards '^j^ 

Coodwin, the part of a brother. ; ^ 

?; " Hitherto* I have known only conqu^^:^ 

»i have been fuccefsful cvcii beyond my ,<|l<?P 

;£iiigyineho{>es ; my late misfortune hat ^ii^ 

Checked my ardor ;^ it has only more ftrojDgly 

-imprefied upon my mind, that there is qqc^ii^ 

vjending with Omnipotence, >vhen it$ |"^ "^ 

table decrees are gone forth, to effe& 

. purpofes otuniverfal welfare. In the tem^ , 

iwherein I loft the obje^ for which Ihs^^^ 

deeply ventured, for which the blood P^my 

kindred race was let £ortb, it was doubtlell^ 

wrefted from me for my good ; has iCjfkpi 

.rendered me what I am ? But for that efe^tf 

I had never known Le Brun, I had ^^r 

known the bleifings which now Airroundi^^e. 

: ^^ With thefe liberal-minded men^t|>S9^bH^ 

kind regards I owe every thing I enjoy^ i$.m^ 

a maxim, * We live not to ourfelves.^ IJmil 

purfue their example ; I ihall ftill po'eferve^^ibe 

line of duly and gratitude, and I trufilkeMfti 

will preferve me^ fi^r a calm and blifiAilvjpj$i. 

iil^mjhe mxdft of an approving smdd^ 

, tionate family. That hope mmy be fruftr^w*>^ 

if It i«,^ I truft religion will enable me to f||b« 

mit, as^be^omes a man ; and that no a^ioi^^ 

my Qwn» will evei lead mf to defpaiy. }..- 

*^ To ieara the prefent fituatioxi of "^ 
advifcd louifa Sydney, I hold an indiff ,„^^,, 
ta(k, Where vejr fti? my be, whoever ^h 
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W'Wtttt they i^ 
^^. w-v f tiriH iaffift her Iwrkti my 'Couttexi^ri 

4^Ftt^lK>ur Rowing iate, the party i^dredi 
*;li^ M^ii^^ <ofh«r than 

"Ipiul bcfptte lehtextaiiied. Captaixi lUbefts 
^l^fibl^ that htsfifter had %er faiths^ aidl 
5)fe prefence had placed a curb ulion- the 
j^ bf her hufbaml mwatds h&r. £te KMs 
lit in^rc, that ^ m fliortly be fmt" 
ivay, and in re%ed to Go&dmim^ jie 
ii^J^lfsnl^ mone fMmhis igtztu 

lihaii hit rear. ' ^ 

Mi5ng theirtidc tt> tlit cc^age, on the Iftil- 
'^iii«r|]^ morfling , Captain Roberts cdngratti* 
t <^^|felM^^ cm the reformed condti^ of feer 

^lii^M^ and &ildd iiot to rep^ 
; ^W'hct- daty and intereft to look wc*^ 
"^^^^f^t' in order to give permanence to the 
i|^ amity between them. 
Oft .ehterinjg the Jibrary, they fourid *^fife 

^ « Where's o«r friend V Md 

Rob^Ttsf.-^* Gone to London/— 'To 

|<m !— you furprife me.^*— ' That jfor- 

^ ' ' cbnt mncd iAik Lucal, ^ , won^d %e 

rt^ally leffdned, were you fully acqtiaiirfeil 

Ji" tJie fiiidere regard my^ father had for 

iiiira I Sydney. When he atofe this mora- 

^^hwr &id, * I mtift 6b^y the dictates of a pit- 

oii^^llfaltsttiori. If I can fave her, Louifa 

Act b6 loft.' • Generous father I* 
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melo^aeflkm $ but were i a ^ieniic i»ll 
your elder, and bearing the fame holv 
tkm with fourfelf, I fiiould^ill bend la 
^etenninationk . And true i (aid, Ciptain^ 
hestSf^for my revered &tber a&s upon"^ 
UtM 4eliberadon ; he nevei* proceeds tx^ 
elite a fmi^feywilhout duly weighing Us'>|iii# 
^bJe?effe£tf ii« natural confeqaence/ ^ 

\\^hile Mifs l.uca& was fpeaicmg^ 
Goodwin Xurveyed her with attention; ^1 
te^ar gliftened in her eye-r*tbe thoughts cC^^ 
0wn parent flafhed acrofs her memory* *^ 
' Mifs Lucas continued — * My father lut^ 
doubts that the admiral's fifter is not alt| 
ther what he would hope to find her. "H^i 
pedis more than he dare utter : — 'Yes, 
<;hild/ feid he, * the myftery weighs upoi^ 
mind. Something tetls me, dark and fei 
deeds win came to light, i go to take th^J 
finefs from our young friend, who, I ztk' 
red, meditates to engage in it. &ceneS| «j 
to be djey eloped, will be more fitting ro^* 
contemplation of the miniftcr than the 
war. His country's caufe demanc's his 
— domeftic wrongs call for my reproof. :1?^iS^^ 
gea^cc is not for man j it remains wither '^ 
EUrnat.* 

* You know, Captain Roberts, the i^f^filita^ 
heart and pure mind of my father ; he has, 
dertaken, and to the minuteft tittle Itenij 
to fulfil, what he conceives to be his <luty/ 
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On the fccond day from that of his de 
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lure fiam%Aubum|: Mr. Lucas idigbted.{fottt 
a btcl^ii^-oc^ach at the manfion 6tMih Sysii 

. rXbe- foIdixig'doQri x>pea^»i' and the porter 
fari^eyed the driver of the numbered ^^idCf 
vfith n look Jq iKhich were pidured Airprize^ 
and difpleafctre. This wdl*red and impoitanc 
pei^fonage wasy no daubt» offended at his loud 
flouri(h at the knocker, that inftrumeat being 
feldom wielded but by his betters, ' 

^- •*- In gwdf Ihi^dtck^i, ahd diinff 'care," 

The n^me of Mr. Liicas being announce^i,, 
after^ waiting fome minutes in the hall, he was^ 
ulcered ipto a fuperb apa^'tment, where fat tHe, 
complete \f oman of fafliion in the perfon of the 
ijifter pf the late Admiral Sydney, who was 
cVi^gaged in perfeftingt in the varied quavers, 
of jan Italian air, a favorite parrot, which had. 
beejQ j^refented to her by a perfon of s^ well* 
kiipwi^ charader, and who (hared the chances 
Q^jtHe Bckle goddefs, with a titled gambler of, 
egiijfl notoriety. _ . . 

j^^l'^ejeffon affigned tp 5 Pretty Poll,' was a 
*^p£CioBt from a favorite operaj^ which this ex- 
or^inary bird, the morning wonder of all 
^^ fafl^onabie& in tpwn, hadjearned, and ea^- 
^jiitect to a miracle, to the no fmall morti%a^ 
^^.of ^ pi^^ jcelebca^ted wbe 

|||llj|pii^ arivi^ naa 

|ppn^i||pe,^s^t^^^ he gain^at 

H^e !^%e to J)e fucf^ee^td withr— 

elaay, vitnout ae^aing evea a Ioqk\ 
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Dvp^ on to the end of h^ leflon, to ^ 
imaU aftoniffament of ' her vifitor: At kil 
• vicwiiig him through the glafs, ihe faid, *,< 
yoa arc the poor parfon of Auburn; you w* 
to fee me lad night, but that was impoi 
ar it was that of my rout. Welly Mr. j _- ^. 
(I forget your name ,) ha« your patron h 
olXouHa? Come, tell me all about it, £^ 





long to know » ' j J '^S^ 

* Is it the lifter of Admiral Sydncj^* ^^^^^^A 



ed Mr. Lucas, * who puts iuch a queftion ?!^^,^J^ 

./It is,' faid the lady in return, — Vdo;ypa^^i 

mean to look me through. Sir ?* / ^i\ 

Mr. Lucas, ftill preferving his fteady cQHif^i 
tenance, faid* * It were to be wifhed,^ <^haty|^% , 
in felled brother could have done that/ v J^ 

The lady, leemingly confufed, in a tone |^ 
refentment exclaimed • Do you come Hc)lB||^^ 
Sir, to infult my brother and me ?* ^ tio m^^ 
dam, your brother can no' more be deceived otv 
infuhed ; rily bufinefs, with your pardon, w 
to winnow truth from falfehood. W here hdf^ 
is Louifa Sydney ?* 

* Enquire of her paramour, and forget t(^ 
*hom you are before.' "■-' 

To this burft of reproof and paffiori^ iSir 
other tc^y was made, thati, 'Ilam^nt 
perfon before tat forgets berfelp 

A panfe ^fued. Mife Sydney root up' 
iWtf 'troto thetaW*V and ptachig Ket ciifcbi 
hanrdkcrchicf before her eyes, fobbfe# fon'B 
*T pray yon, for a moment cekfetd be ru||;^ 
and tell me — what of toy;brdih«r?*^ \fj%^ ^ 
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A deepitnd heart-prdinpted figh accomtei 
Tued 0^ ariiwer, * Admiral SyAi^ is no more!* 

Mils Sydney ftill hid her countenance with 
faer handkerdti^f, and was fileiir. 

Mr. Lucas proceeded — * Yow condufl, 
inadam, mtift undergo an inveftigation, or' 
you muft become lefs haughty aiid more ex^ 
plicit. You fay (and contrition to your heart 
for the unfeeling and indeScate^lentenc^}'— 
• Afk her paramour !'— there to your coiifufion 
know, your ad\rice has been anticipated., t now 
leave you — the night is a ftill feafon— employ 
it in ftudying how beft to folve your own myf . 
tery— it ;w^ be done, ere the return of ano- 
sther morning.* 

Mr. Lucas inftantl^ quitted the houfe, and 
left its owner trembhng for the effeds her own 
deed mi^t occafion, to ruminate ^ and deter- 
4aiine* 

# # ♦ * » # 

X 

« « « « * 

;* Well !* fays the readeT, * and now we 
have travelled through * one volume, out of 
tAr^i — and no Beggar Boy P— * 

In this refpeft, the writer only follows the 
example of bis betters. But the child of n^* 
£qi^ is on his way.— ^Refufe not, fair and getk* 
^li^ fountry^women, your commiferation fori*— 
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CKAPTER XIV. 

Virtue in Livery. 



!>PLENDTD equipage, in full range' before 
tire ample niinfion of Mifs Sydney, on the 
liightof her rout, which the late domeflic mis- 
fortune did not prevent^ kept the more hum- 
Ifle ciirriage, in which Mr. Lucas was conveyed 
his inn, to Grofvenor-Square, at its pro- 
diftance from its crowded entrance. 
Alighting, therefore, from the. vehicle, that 
tteman walked onward, amidft a blaze of 
ht, reflefted from the flame of numerous 
i^hes, to the fteps leading to the hall, where 
fe would have been refofed even admittance, 
tijd henot been recognized by one of the fer- 
#ttti in waiting, who had formerlv lived witfc 
die idilUral ; and who, with great refpeft, ia*^ 

la 
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§6riw^ hitOj htvtrzs fearfui his lady ^oiiM ilif ^ 
tj^ tmi at that time ; but that M imMt^f^: 
verlhelefs take up hkmefiage, whkh ^^^^ 
diat a perfbm wiflied to be indulged wi^||f9^|i 
fliort conference, on a bufiiie£i of tbelaft:i|f|r|^ 
4>brtance, and in 5^hich fhe was tnaterfl^ 
concerned. , ^5 v ^ 

The domeftic received a fevere repriamiiift^ ' 
for attempting to diftutb the courfe of fucb vmi 
evening, devoted to guefts of a defcripiidii^ fii 
widely different. * 1 can give ihe p^foavfn 
audience t6-niorrow/ added the offended IVlift 
Sydney^ * at prefent, and you ought td htM 
known as much, a rtifty cafibck-bearer wolild 
be an obje£t not lefs improper than unbecom^ 
ing in thefe apartments* v *fi^ 

Aithough the exa£t words of Mifs Syd^i^f 
were refpe&fully with-held, Mr. Luc^s ga^ii 
ed enough to create a f ufpicion of 
which failed not ft ill more to embitter ^1^ 
pointment. ^fi^ 

But, whatever were his private feelitigi|i|^e 
found bimfeif obliged to fubmit to the Afsim^ 
he could not prevent. The night was darit 
uupleaiant — he had dilmifled his coaebl 
another was not to be procured. He had ^|^ 
ceededibme way, when, previous to hi^^pl 
ing a corner, he ftopped to confider thejiM$il% 
eft road to his inn, and was on the poiiit^^^ 
applying to a paffenger for information^ v^||^; 
. Edward, the footman before- meniioped, 
up to him, to make enquiry after his^ 
thy old mailer. 









r*»ii^ S^i^laid tilt pobrfclM^ * w<Sul4 I 

iW^fcfc^ left him j I h*y€ gQtten ifrtd ^* 

plice iTdw. But I mud fee I^onddn^ 

i lightly ferved. Many, and miny 

Wlijjlppl^ my foily?, 

' ip ^^tting a fervice whcr e^ I was fo main ly 

p n^ off^ to go where all manner of wickednefi 

f\ ii^lwrcver afoot. Bat come what will, aye, 

f #iciiif I were to beg my bread home again,! 

ftlir! 4etermlnded to icave miftrefs la her own 

MkVft; and queer ones they are, and will bring 

Iieirl6'ruin. and repentance, or my name is not 

1^* AJdcrfon.' 

• ^ On any other oiScafion than the prefent, the 

upright principles of Mn Lucas would hava 

prevented him from holding a converfation 

f^rfi the donieftic of a family, refpeding what 

miglitbe going forward therein. But*^ deiire 

r jOifnearkig all that Edward might have to fay, 

^ cpiil^mng the Unfortunate Loiuia, weighed 

■ 4Q^wa every Idffer confideration. 

silMi;^^ Lotas inf(Htned Edward of the death 
Jif^ hte mafter, which aflfeded the faithful 
iM^re exceedingly. * Ah, poor gentleman i* 
lyii be, ^ little did he think, vfihcn he was laft 
li^lfls fifter/s, that out of all the domeftics who 
4fec^ ID. delight in bis being in the houfe^ and 
%wtd9 0neand all, have run to the world's 
lipildlf to ferve him, not above half of 'em re- 
ip^Stt^ ; atid mow it's worfe^ much worfe ! 
i^ks&^^^fj Ski w^ tr^ dwicldled down to 
J»iii^ ciifi ve only, and two»^irds of the womett 
Ifervairts awpacked o£* 
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What mean you i' kit#f iEiplll Mf . 
aw a lonrrahge ofyourfeiteiwB in 
looked in from the ftadon from 
obferved me/ * Yes^ Sir/ implied 
igent Edward;* they had oa my liv( 
ue ; but, Lord blefs you ! there are 
moment no left than three ex€\ 
they caU'em, in the houfe y and <ihe^|M^ 
law, why they are no more than ib ^^iili|]| 
gers, as k were^ fet upon the wateli^^^i^ 
&miftrei$, tfaay fay, is worfe than i^^tiiM 
i|all ! and as for poor dear Mife Lo^oii^l^ 
well, God knows all hearts ; but, 1 fear/c^y^ 
it be turned out, a black' one wouldbe ||i|04 
beloHging to fomebody/ *m>i< 

^It is a matter, Edward,* faid Mr«. L^iiiDIM^ 
* c^the laft importance, that I ftould fbliy^>4a^ 
derftand your meanings — Pray, explain>y|c,>^i 
* Why, Sir, you know, it is given Qut^4||^ 
Mifs Louifa is eloped with my- tady^s^ -blilfcf^ 
but it's no fuch thing, believetne* He ha|3{^ 
his place, it's well known ; and,on th^^^fry 
fame morning too, that the dear yown||^lid^ 
was miffing. My mi(trefs, it is fatd^^^i^ifl^ 
him a mint of money, which wa« lefc> biifl^jti^ 
a ttiafi^n 9 ^^^« when he heard how tliiogi 
were going on, why, he thought as hon^f^ 
ought to begin to look about him ; but ilpjs^ 
too late 9 he found out he had been trickti^i^ 
and he made no fecret of faying as mucb^H^i^i^ J 
pretty loudly too. Many and maiiy a^Hfil; 
word have I heafd him beflow on my la4i 
Well, Sir, not long agoxje, w« lyft my wc^tb^ 
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child » ia the manner I was j 




..^^:0^i Aire enough, niy^art 

^i%|b^ o# Jhe 4ay« Bat a^ ihmi time 

!M^ fad mifiiap^^ Butler became ' all at 

^%fa^ it were^ toague-tied about his moiiey, 

Jllppll h^ W4I before forever on the full 

, ifnik aliout ; and what made us all wonder 

: i^imore, he was often ihut up with milirefs 

J^^^^ time.— Oh,. Sir, as f ureas your* 

|(i|g|^'liv^^{bmething i 

^J |iift» Lucas thanked Edward for all he had 
;4^tti|he had m^ far now tP.go to his inn ; and 
^^-^^i^re reminded his intelligencer, that, if 
l^^^iUdtiQt return, his abience might be noticed. 

1 f^^(|[^ Edward^ with/an honeH 
pAirmtfa;^ do you think, Mr* Lucas, I'd leave 

, firtfejo find youriJWiy^lH>fi«i by^ yourfclf i No,. 

mBk\p,fpmy^K beloved and honpred by, my 

poor ioiiiaafter > and I know my duty better, 

^an iiot to refpeS: hi& friends' 
, iLJ^dward would take no d^al ; and, wbea 
hI^ LiK:as parted with himf be afiured that; 

jgif^tleman, that it fhould be his fitSt .endeayqur 
^^lift.$fid oat^i hecould, and bring him intetli- 
K^i[^BCf j^^>^ fend,* be cried, * all- 

llpqr yet be well 1' In that wifli, Mr. Lucas 
^^^nedy and returned to bis room « where he 
■ I%»d»notiat a longer time tlian was fufficlent 
bilo write letters to AubuHa, to let the worthy 

2 ta^artitbereateafeiT^^ bimfel^ when 
'•(Edward retqracd, and begg^ leave to be ad- 

lailitedi 
> Oiii bis entrance, he eiftclaimed, ^ Ah ! Sir, 
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^murder wiirout, depend on't. I ha^ 
rallied tp i^&h^\y when, trfao'l^M 
h^ / appe^ifkiice there> but Mrs. Phel|«, 
late lia iter's fifter i^ aad an honedi^cttattii 
i$i^as ever broke breads But, dear- he 
n^yer fiiw a perfon in fuch a rage as (he 
to: be fur e !?f^* Where's your miftrefe ? 
rx^lhe her direftly I— I told her > that yofii 
hakjuit been refulcd, ^nd I bad ^ bl«w 
to^the bargaip^— i* Ah ! there it is/ &M'^ 

* pretty doings !-^but Pli fift it all out j* 
my./9ol o£ a^ brother, to be-flianimed^ ott 
a^^ndred4>oiind, when fix won^t pay Iiii%^ 
Fine ladies indeed, to ^borrow money of ' ' 
vanls^ and;snake them part with their h 
to get back their pwii ! A likely ftory, ti>d| 
trumped np j-r-he run oflF with Mifs LoS' 
—-but i'faith^ he fliall be nocat's-paw^ tfcte% ^ 
I am^his fifter ! He was^always anhooeft raa^^"^ 
and an honed m^n he ihallftill reitaahii: ^ir" 
bids good-bye ta-Jane Hielps fior ever ; that 
doeSi I can tell hioi, ior his comfort ! - 

* We were all aftoniihedv Sir/ xootin ^ 
Edward, * to hear her run on: like any^^ll^ 
out ot pne's^ wit^ y oh, were I to have gir&[0^^ 
me the wealth of the world, I' could nott«ftS 
all fhf laid her tongoe to.- At lad ihe ^^^ 

* Edward, tell t^at good geotleraan, Mr. fc^ :| 
eas, as how. my. brpthet h^ been bribed^ ^^'^ 
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bril^d too,.withlxis owA, to take himfelf <il^1 
re^ly ofi^ without faying aay thing to an)^bt^ |t 
dy— -aye, and to keep out or the way, an4%ij|||^ 
mind what layings jBight go abroad, which. l^f| 
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j|q^o # with. r]|urhe ftaH h6l^^^ 
Jtebp J and I fwear by the father, "tfeit 

j^ IV^tfs Sydiiey, and dve her her own, 

k^aht;. and who ihaS^ hinder me?'-^ 

^ 4?r to confider, the men were catching jat 

^wdrds^—*^ catching, indeed ! aye, aye, you 

^^pay that ) eatchiiag's their trade. Why, 

^-^^ know what they are ? A'n't they atl 

* followers, tricked \ip in livery ? Shame 

hi dqing^i lay I !V 
^J||[mrd continued. * After a great deal to 
^^.^t^ic^g no ule in calling Miis Sydney 
£r|C^heT crew, as dame Phelps called them, 
(^indeed, and indeed, Sir,^ they are no bet- 
ICTt) Vp^i'fasided the good woman to go home, 
wl^ch at laft ihe did f but not without calling 
9^i^,iis loud as flie could; ' Ttl make an ex- 
aixipl^ 9^ the miftrefs of this den ; flie (han't 
je^n long \ (he has nothing of her own ; my 
br($l^r is not JQ^ have his right, by doing 
^t!^ng i he has lent her his all, like a fool as 
ii^lsj^ but he muft not get it back in the way 
<^ h0^% and ^heating, the reft of her creditors, 
^^^!&re are a fine pack of them,^to my cer- 
timiknowledge. There, Edward, you have 
^^ur^, me ; I have ipok^n the truth, and no« 
^^ing^l^ut the truth j and I want thefe men, 
tli^fe i|iin«iQia^ footmen td hear me too ; or 
whai^come I hero for, think you? Aye* and 
rU ^fMie agaln^ and again ; flie will not ufe the 
ft c^nOr quickly, let me tell her ; I'll haunt 



|jier 1^^^ evil fpirit, pevenge is fweet, and 
r^ wveiny fill befow I've done, believe me/ 
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Hfi^th^ihe left the houfe* . a&| X 

.^^4^>^<1 ceafed ; and Mf. Ljucas pt^ 
][^e :of gold into the lioneft j>afitt jof 
frumd^ld^oiVyVirhicli he with difficulty 
pcriuaded. to accept of. The gift, fo 
ismtedf wa8.«c^otiijpanied with an aflv 
that, a$it was his wifti to quit hi& place ' 
inorexffiditahle, and bqiter fuited; to 
pl^ thatcJid. him* fo much honor, lie > 
•4iaYe a hearty tecomniiendaiion to Mut^t^ 
who would very foon b|scome the hufl}ah|[ 
.^ifii Lucas ; and no doubt could be 
tained but jiyhat that gentleman would nei 
ly be willing, Jbut happy, to find' afituaUo% 
-i^im in his future e(!a|pli(hmenr. 

Mr- Lucas, made it his earnell-requcft'| 
ne^ further notice mi^ht be taken at pref^ 
and by all means to keep M iis Sydney ignd||||j£^ 
of what Mrs, Phelps liad uttered in the hal^^ 
• However unworthy (he may prove,' he ; 
ded, * Mift Sydney is ftil the filter of wy|^^, 
mented^friend. To-morrow I am to fee *^^^ 
let me ftillhope I may yet preferve her i 
from wrong, and her own cbarsu^^er fr6fl$ 
deeper ftigma than ^hat already refts upoti 
Till then I nvuft fufpend my judgment ij||J 
a conducl:, which, I have too good Teafofi 
fair, (he can never bcabletojuflSfyi* " ; 

Edward, wiping away his tears, rc^tumel 
ihe hall. Mr- Lucas fought his.^^aE^ 
where he^ pondered on the wprk>«^6ich 
waafo.4eq>ly engaged, and^ alter 
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dney paflcd anotl^r n&ht df gtiBtjr 

att imcoaicious of the di^;ipa|ritel c^ 

ce which had taken ptace in the hitl. 

^wpvcd otherwifc— had that: hiyhJiMd 

^ngue of Mrff/ Phelps^'lt 18 jkri^ 

oil had gone without her feffort, ®^d 

probable Mr. Lucas 'mighit have niet^ 

ilifier^nt reception from the very uii* 

pne he had the mortificatibh to estpe-* 

lioweverMifs Sydney tiiight a^fl: to 

^Mt revefcui and venerable *1rtfitdr, what 

Irpiior thought fit to fay on the occiSm 

l^^welcome prefence, gave her no fiilitft 

dttd difturbance* '^ ; 

f mind was but ill at eafe, wfc^n Mi^, 

Ipfo^ his departure^faow was bet ccmfut- 

ned, her apprehenfions shcret^d, 

woman, on attending her emplo^ 

llieperfon of her nuftrefs at the toitetv 

df praifing her lady's looks, as wa^the 

cuilom of Mrs. Deborah SmooihSem, 

temive and gentle perfonage prefipntyi 

* a true and faithful account of the 

words, conduft, and behai^!our1|f 

readed smd formidable Mrs. Jane Pb^^^l' 

. Smbothem had gathered her intdl!- 

i^om Qft6 of honeft jane's fliim-rlbam 

with whoni^ fe^ r*n thfe wfelfpet*^ ^s 

r^Abigiil wii^ oil ^ ixlofl^fampiW 
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tcxflis. ^ Xke alarm hft reUtioa ci%ate^^||||j 
^^^son Gflier hearer^ was not czfilf qti ^ 
fn evident pertdrbaiidt>,^ Which in ysi| 
fl^Ve to check, (be difmiffed M r$. Snti 
Sbefaad^o teats for thelofs of her.%r6t' 
artificial ones, Thofe fhe now (bed 
own account, were real; with Mift,^^ 
*as her idol, which, on every oCj 
found far dearer than any other p' 
Nbtfb with Mr.Ludas. With a h^ 
^eStd for the probable fete of a mii^ 
yotmg cf^aiture, whofe unfortunate exiw^ 
calioned the death of one, to whofe u 
led fdendfhip he owed every comfort ;^,^^_ 
fetfed, could he remain unmindful of Jiy^'p 
iari^, unmindful of her prefent and fufu^^ 
tiny ? Np ! his philanthropic mind revol|e^ 
the felflifh idea of battening upon !tl{e ||| 
wh^ch. flowed from the munificence <>ri|ii| 
ther, T^hile the child, flandered, negl 
attd tiiyfterioifly removed beyond tlier 
enquiry, might be at that moment^ ^^j^lll^ 
forrow, peril, and perfccutipn. \i v *^, 
jimpreffed as he was with hope, i^^ 
doiuibr, on the event of the morrow, hi^| 
tidits at length turned toward l.e BruWi -^^ 
Vitpvid Le wuii remain ihadive ? The 
ininded, the generous L^ Brun I Wp 
fliffer time to. multiply evil upon tlie 
they were both called upon to defend ? 
vpon, even from the tomb ! the u[ntime^>^ 
x>f iim, who, like themfelvf s had ^l^me %^ 
^Wsnamif^biu^not, I^ th^^jPrcv^^^ 
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^I^UGH (elflrcprpachhad nofting^ta, 
** the bofom of the m^n, in whofc d well- 
ion and innocence were on the watcK 
j%riflied returii, fluraber ftill forlbok fiis. 
I^mnd a long, fleeplefs, and a£^i^ing night' 
fefi^to'thc lot of Mr. Lucas. 
"'IH^ngth, the mprioing arrived^ a^ sigain 
h^j^tome^^^^^ the houfe of Mifs Sydney fbui^ 

^ii^ it'w^^ only to ftrength^i doubt, a^d izi* 
<s|i^tr alarm." 

^%it% vdry early hour Mifs Sydney had left 
"" " )nki not in her own, but Jn* a hifQd con*^ 
tc i the driver of which received his di* 
rii^H^t in a whifper, conveyed to him whea, 
li^^i^f^ted on his box^ the lady placed with*.' 
i^^fe^earriage, aftd the blind dra^wn up. 
. T^icbnly perfon in the family who was upr 
aPiis^tiine, was the houfe-maid. The girl was 
r-^furprifed at a circumftanqe fo uncom- 
^ but it was not for her to prcfuine to , 
her lady. . 

►fityi tfee inmate of every female b^^i 
te theduchefs to thedairy*maid,lei, 
iny dtt the fidgets, to acquaint MrV.' 
illNim with what fhe had jfeenj regret- 
"'Hi^lame time thit (he cbuld not jafto: 
|#» Mhaid *^fd; .§hc iia|liear«1 
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* J^tfierufualnout ofelevc^n,M 
l^her cKamber, and was fooh a^t- 
^in;her wonted /nug way, at her bn 
'*ltiis pattern for ladies' women wa^ est! 
jpa|tiai to ftrong bohea, for her mdi 
v^ge, which flie failed not to meK<j#^ 
^fmall da(h oijpirit, on account of ti^i 
{tare of her j>oor ftomath, which cd^MI 
b^iiir the juice of the weed, without fuckit^ 
refltive. 

Thui featddy and fipping off the 
c^her fatofite miitture,{heanfwiiredtti< 
tie tap^ * 0pen the dbor/ No fooner fdcl^^ 
done. The door opened, and in gft<*^ ' 
^orefaid Mrs. Jenny. 

JEqdally mih her infotmer, w« 
Sbiobthem difappointed, in i^t Iming; ' 
irrive at the knowl^ge of what m^ 
"' the coachman. Jenny, the houfe^m^iddj;^^ 
however difmifled, with thanks fbr tier ^ 
tidn-} but not before (he was prefeni 
' fuli^lafs of the delegable fpirit juft^^^di$bltM| 
ed, and which^ with many, ma^ tbmAfi*^filf^\ 
ny preferred taking ^fewd*. Wften MrsrrSi 
em bad indulged herfelf in the fanlSfii^ y 
repaired to the dr effing-room of her 
. t)ri her eiffk&ce, the firft thing ths 
^''Bter;Was thetoiiet, ftrtpped of a vaiti^j^ 
^pcnftlre baubles. v^' /^ 

-'^f^ifeth:ewas61effinghar ^tii^aiftij 
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0(f^il^^f^f^ of fddden fttrwi?e jjft* f #qi- 
1^ "^ joined by Mr. BnllUnt* t : wi 
E^if^le,, diverted of evefy qrnJ^tneiitt of 
t|^atQ« likewii^ , th;e obi«dLof iu:c6>n^ 
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* W^sto be dcwie ^^Mr. BrUUajitlt^ 
eAjonor of bmng Mift 3y4wy'$ jewelleF 
era! ye^rs ; for as many years he hfid ai- 
_,^llii^^^^ 9^ being her ^creditor, an4 jit the 
^^y^^il jnoiqtent, he moft devoutly wifliedihigfe- 
^^^|||teg^^A?irvv had been cpnjEerred o*i any pttier 
^v1!g^3» tha^ himfe^ ^ ^; "^ 

.i^^^v iUni of ^Mr. BriUi^nt'fi, deouifid ^as 
" " ?^ble indeed^ and his errs^nd tq <^i:pf- 
'^jl^^jS^t^q}^^ on tharmornkg^ was; to W 
jl| taking fome of his moft coftly articles 

t?f ^JN^*^'^I* ^^^ -*^^^^»^^'^* BriUia^t^ ytteiM* a 
%,^^3^^ Q^ two^ as ' ii^articubljs^^^ .^ ]^^* 

ffr^4^|a|^ni.as uas the r^jjper of Mifs ^ydciey 
l^i^M^aP^^Jp^y- I^y degrees b^becanoi^^alAile 
l»^*ll6?^'*>^Hi^'^' and certain words^ accompanied 
' ^ 11^^, j|f utinizing and fignificailt looks, made 



ar as \iher integrity >vas to be called ia 
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:^^f#i^^ Ippk? and fucb words, not §|toge^ 

pb^^pljing to the parfy for whopa they w^re 

i^eii^^l^ were certainly improper ; for, aUhV 

.^h^lwramble habiyt ofgpttiiJig^all &e.c#ild, 

l^f .,way,of fiw/iri^ing* flatteri^,, and' ottiet 

*ent artSy^ with which ihe was pe|-fb&]y 

[uaiptc(L aoed ia .whi(;h ilw was ;iu> in 

' »|^ %d^l^^r$«^$jnootheni wa& uiU lo^ 
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iifiidMr Ccmfbioili tfasr^ e 
U^J|;itof^feer, fh^fiikd ddt, in 
taftHSVto aiTert her ilMic^^nce ; an<l 
Him #a8 brought to confefs that die to 
^^4*k€d hkn dcw^^ that; ifbfe 
i^y^^ h^ 4iad no irtght ^ utter xh^^ 
^^6 Bttitid datttiB of the dtffer 
tfjili arde to a large amount ^ but it^ 
B^ant was in itfeif a fortune, ^i^ *i#tl 
sq^ijl^redk eftimated by the d^ 

vied and unprincipled Sydney-— a nkme^Mi 
ed:wkh perpetual ftigma^^^ name^^i^^ 
ftd^d fc^emoft m the lift of thofe, tvhrf«^ 
Ijra^ infernat orgies refied eternal di^ 
bii the >;tftlrld rf rank and fefliion. ^ H^i 
Brilliant next proceeded to her cabil^if^^jl 
hx^ of %hichhad been fbrc^, aiHd thofis^ 
^Md #hidi^ by appointment x>f the ^^ 
iKt^ixi Mve paffed that morning unxmiJ 
^c^fi^ri^iion, had been removed from #;b| 
do]^t now remained, but that di^ clilKI 
K^ plnmlered, and the '^nnderer'^-^-«fii|#^ 
' 1&0 m^fur^ were, howevCT left 
to prevent the flight of the robber . 
biiinidaries df ^ khigdom, ^t»re Jm J!)ImS 
IM md€i«d liier amenable to itl^lii^ 
)aW)* :*^^^ 

perfiin of M9s ^ney had Istelll^ 

f,not a few,pr^tty eonfpieuousat alt^ 
|i|aces^^it was not better known thiiil 
f^tHMl* Tbecficers of juftiee faiteA ^ti^4 
tt^iikficute thelir%arate and a^powie^^ 
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chncumflance ^ti^nding the fiigjbt 

||ip^^^ by Edwamt; TWaf^ided gedthl^ 
|f|iM|W^ the rdatba, frcml \vbieh he 

I ijNp^^ ^ the iHoft pakiful >coiidufio»i( 

I fiitai -n iytecr tjjf^ probable (ituation of poar 
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th^ &w ils effeds difpofed of by puUic 

jMl^fiMed on (he doors of the boufey whkh 
ftttP^|:%eeit thst of infamy, where th^fti&iid$ 
l^fjreea iN^ured by dupesi, ie^ woaby fliar^^ 
^tei^MfaK Luo^ could not tttmbis courfe fo^ 
fiMi^k^ (Hal{^« be had bion^nkifer^ 
itor; no&tiig^ therefote^ remiiaed 1^ 
to l^re the mi^rofK^lis, Gemplet«l|^ 
JiiM^hisimeittof gratitudei b^n^iroteae^. 





'"^^Ifee nigfatSy p9ffe^er» dark and ^ddblaft 

tfa^ maafion, where late the ifH^^ 

^iBftres, ftifpeaded in ita^cious s^r^ 

^^ " teid i^d^ tefi«ftioft ^ « iK4de^aMe% 

rii aftohifiied gafse^ and Kgfai Mm ^ 

toi|i|ies fo lately ci'owdal on l&e ^eps, m 
dldbai^Htefs and as profl%ate as their Iftdkg 
■tpi^0»^ kx(is§ B0w^ ji^ wretched and brokm 
jftiitiiN^^ in m. Icnmlcfs hes^i -gnUty 
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fquaUtd, and wrapped in IpatbfoiQe ragii 
peared in the U(l (late of difeafe, and in^ 
the poor wandering female ; who, dou^jM 
once knQW the bleffings of a home, healths j 
innocence, and, but for the curfe of befi) 
had never experienced a reverfe.' 

The de&rled dwelling of Mifs 
late the fcene of fafhion, folly, a^d diS^ps^ 
held forth an important and mournful no^ 
to. There, during her glittering ^reig%J| 
pleafure experienced no paule, her deludbiyA 
taries no (hame. ■:. .uiM 

Seated in the gilded car, the foi^n^fi^^l 
quenters of tha^ dwelling, who coi^kl^.^r^ 
there no more, might cad a trs^aiienit g](ai 
as they pafled the well-known ploomy fpM^ 
where) m crowded ranks, fo lately fto^' 
^ady equipages: of the needy fliarper^ ih<|^ 
med dupe, and the thougbtlels fpei ** 
heir, eager to deftroy every future 
and to enfure his own deftrudion . 

They might ^caft a tranfient glance/ bp^ 
mind owned no impreffion« They pst&Si 
lyon^and in. rapid whirl, too giddy^ii^: 
guilty for reflexion. Other haunts ;x^^gi^f 
them> where the bail of kindred vice w 
kept up— haunts which ruin had not <tij 
in its defolating courfe. Their fate, 
fuipended, was fttll fixed-«tbeir def^rtl^ 
though ddayed, was dill f ute* . 
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H bU retiirn faome> Mr« Lucas fouixd fet^ 
JWi fe«6 ^om Le Brini» whicfe had occafiaMd the 
IMtnt depanure of Captain Rob0ct» from 
Ihiagt-P^ 

i^/ S^ the cbange of clinu^^ Mr. Le BrUn ac*- 

nlbuted tbe fudden illnefs of his dadgbt^^ 

-NbltfiBk had takea pkbce the &go^ day^ after die 

^Mame<xl her hufband. 

'^^^iitetrilli^ to add to the burthen of fait^ 

-ii^^ ^ready too mudi 4epreired for the t^fe 

-'4^ bis friend andpatroa^ (he bad prevailed oa 

r^^^K^ viaUier to delxf aa inteUtgeoce^ which 

V^knili^ ^rerent the completion of bk jovmeif » 

ir^&l Sr^ft allowed it wa& than of duty and ne-^ 

; 4SaQky» joined in hopes oi£ her indifp<M!tioo^ be« 

^4p|^ip)Be<iily removed by proper attention) and 

' Jjf^^itced to her intreaties. 

>%> Mrs. Roberts was, however^ difaipppinsed 

|»^ the flattering expedations file had £c>r^skd«. 

*^^Hv diforder hourly gained (trengtbf to the no 

l#tiail alarm of the phyfician by whom (he ^as 

^{:|»^t0ided5 ani| who could no longer fulfer Mr. 

va jiie Jkun tcK remain a (Iranger m bis fears ?ef- 

I^Sij^ng his patient. > 

Aduated by the fame motive, her afllij^ed' 
|laf ^ forwarded the unwelcome tidings-^-on 
the if^eipt of wbicb. Captain Roberts took a 
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^f leave of bis friend^ at Auburz^iili^ ftl||^ 
f^*inet»taV diftrefs, to be pitted oirif^*^^ 
lifrfe who have beheld, on the couch of 
lefs aiind peril, a lovely a|id amiable parmi^ 
mh every fear at the full, anct every hc^^ 
learly extmguiflied. ^ 

The venerable Lucas had been a hu{bui^ 
}m name of father (lill remained ! Be bMni^^ 
iflnfelf for his late fentiments pn ^e 
»f Mr. Le Brun, in not taking a nM>re 
KSirt thin he had done, in the caufe of Loii&di 
Sydney. He felt that his cenfure had JMilidi^ 
a!<emature, and unjuft ; he had condeiitn«dNi 
be man, whofe virtues had been eftabli&iri ^oliil 
inqueftionable tedimony; a^nd all hl.siMr 
vi&ed was, to acknowledge his ecr^^^ (tjai^lf<^ 
Jalp him to his bofom. : ^ n t^) 

The napelefs and endearing attentioiip^ leiit 
hb beft of daughters, preferved, for a HlPiQ^f 
he nuhd of the curate of Auburn fromr^idi^' ^ 
ingint0that ftate of defpondency, fo iat;ab Ww 
general,^ to thofe who have nmnbe3:ed outtj^r^i 
Se{t days, and have advanced to the decline iySi£» 
eventful exiftence. . ;^ M^fft 

The memory of their mutual friend was.iif|&:^ 
beldlefs facred by the child, than by the fat-b<^t*^^ 
For a lofsfo diftreffing and irreparable, ih^cit 
alflidtion of Mifs Lucas was equally poigo^m 
wi^Mthatof her invaluable parent j b»i«^^*^i 
ccptihle bofom harboured a pang equally a€jyfcl*r.it 
-^i regret equally (incere. i * « ^d^ 

To difguife her feelings, was a taik to whicl^i 
flie^bad never been accuftomcd ; Itsut 119^, ^^,, 
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lial#j«rMicrk illumed her coill^^o^nce^ y»Bt#}^ 
f«r eidtf wMcHr matk^ het iriannerv w*c^^i|ly 
^^f^. The author of her exiftence, fmcrc 
iii^liiewiti from London, had, for the fir ft time 
inBi^ii the laft two or three d^ys, avoided hj^ 
il^ekty. He would frequently rife abruj)<Iy 
fimBfriiis ftudies; which he formerly delighted 
l%iX#d for whieh it had been his inivarijkbfle 
rtteild fet apart a portion of each revolving 
^If) and leave theunfinifhed fenterice, to . ram* 
bfe^aimdft the penfive and entangled paths of 
dir>»djt»ning ^ood ; there to give reflexion " 
itlfoit range, and to indulge.^ without a wit- 
fiift^tia^ alt the luxury of forrow. - 

<;Wiis Vchahge fo affeding^ t be obferved 
bjirilMf^ L^cas, without alarm and anxiety ?-*4> 
C&lainly not ! Was Ihe to fmk beneatkthe 
ifilfirc^dii it occafioned? — -No! It wa4 hei^*^^ : 
jpai^^ fuftiin the trial ; to bear up,, ta tmi^^ ^ 
bat^ivicbf iier own refledions on the famex^anf^ v. . 
wMcb ha'd proved the fource of her drooping ^ 
f^t&it*t prefent affliftion. All this, a Atong 
aiiSi Cultivated mind fet forth as her indifpenp* 
^bje duty ; flie fummoned up fufficicnt forti*. 
:^Sle taxable her to perfevere; her faA^ 
^^fkot to fay^^* wherefore is thy brow cfoud- 
^^aiid thine eyes fuffufedwith teairs ?■ — • ^ 
;j Ist the fond hope, that time would at leogtii 
rtftiFre %hc mind of her parent to ks woiited 
tt^ai^illity; hier fpirits had hitherto fuftained 
."■the bright that opprefled them, with'foine dc*i 
n gr^^trf compof uf e \ and, while in his preienee, 
' l^ad cluilpd her to i^uife her real feelings. 
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l^s0A^^iAd^ of s^idioA^too ftfdi^ 
fi^iim^^ce; and her altered countenai 
vl^ie deje£tioir, too plainly tokl that 
was a ftranger to her bofom. 
, iltbas been already remaiicedof Mift 
ihWi virh all ttie filial tendernefs and 
wi^db marks the charafter of a du 
^e£Honate child^ jbe had endidivo 
ccmceal from the obfervance t)f h^fi 
anxiety that preyed upon her fpajts, iMt 
terrupCed the mental ferenity, whieb had 
l^fore experienced a paufe. 

Her fpotlefs mind had ever enjoyed ^ 
its own purity created ; nor coufd any el 
ftance^ inort of the fuddenand unhappy c 
in the father (he loved and honored, ha* 
turbid the facred repofe of inborn virttiei?'^ 

Nor was its tranquillity long fitpprtflS^^'*'^ 
Ha* own fentiinents occafioned its reftoi^a 
they met the ear of an awakened pareiii| 
V evcntgally reftored him to himfelf; r^^^ 

Thfe garden of thte cottage bore a pdSli^ 
j^^^er^ which every fuxrounding ob|(g6lip| 
inore increafed. The morning was finej ^^^^**^ 
aflerMils Lucas had taken a filent bi^i 
with her father, whathen left her, at b^^^ji^ 
hi% icuib>m fince his return from Lot»Ml& 
ramble, till the hour of their next meal,' Mft'^ 
wood) the young lady took a book frotfii 
library, and repaired to her favorite feat it 
iKittoaa of the orchard. 

M^r attention foon became '^6d«a 





T;H«& / BiE GG All B0T. 1^5^ 

silH^Bi^^ was Ogil^ie'r^ ^Nc^uEit and il?*'^ 
1^ f#6ni oi» •Pf pvidence^ when a raft* 
i^|0lig Uie fptiag^ that furround^d the aU 
)^l eSMtix>n^d her tfolook up-— the vifit0: 
Mrs* Goodwin.. 

^{| Ii.uca^^ akhougha reclufe, was toap^r- 
II ipi%e(s in the principles of good*breed« 
:«f^mtoci^ intr^^ not the 

^^the^p^efait inftante, not to aflame the 
^ welcome, and lay afide the objed of 
Il4y« Indeed! the regard fhe entertained for 
^JGoodwin was both ardent and fincere } 
titKat lady was now more than ever entitled 
pi; iric^ihip and efteem. She refembled 
^^itl^feif in nothing but her beauty ; of 
jMihc was no longer vain» but which re* 
i^ ftill imdiminiflied^ . 
sating herfelf by her friend, (he faid, ^ If 
tcftupt tbefolitude of my beloved moniior^ 
li^depart on obtaining your reply to the 
ti^e I am charged with. The birth-day 
tie brother fo providentially reftored tp mfp 
^jpJ^ce in a few days. It is Mr« Good* 
'r wilU and for which I thank him, to i^p 
;i*haafe bn the occafion ; he layi he'dar)^^ 
Illicit the prefenceof your father y biit he 
ii^'^ges a hope, that he vrill permit t^at o£ 
deareft-tlarriet.' - 

pflHl proof of Mr. Goodwin's refped to 
f^er and myfelf,* replied Mifs Lucas, 
ft hot be forgotten. I am flattered by his 
mion ; but, circumflanced^as I am, I can-> 
c^|l^ witl^ it. Your filence tells me you 
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ji^lpfi. Ob, my. love li—TOj poor hih/sr 
aU J^y attentioni and fills up evoy fh 
|tfy sights pafs away in brokett (lumbers |, 
i^ays in unceaiing alarm. Can I fee him ^ ^^ 
liappy, and harbour a feeling allied to jci^^^^^ 
Impoffible [-—While in bis prefence^ l.i« 
vour all I can to appestf what I am not^ 
Tiothtl I perceive my ft rengih yielding 
degf ees, too perceptibly ; and I fear he^ 
jToon become a witnefs dfthe grief beyoi^ 
eflforts longer to conceal; and that of a 
Ms affli^ion we (hall both become vidi 
Through the foliage of this bower I 
the wood he daily vifits, but dare not fo; 
him thitber-rrfacred are his forrows— I; 
regret, but muft not prefume to fpeak to tluiii ^ 

A fhort filence enfued« A deep drawi^^f 
efcaped the bofom of Mrs. Goodwin ! W|^ 
a penfive glance ihe turned toward the dl|^; 
ous mourner, ai^d &id, ^ my reproving ketkj^ 
tells me, that every good parent has a wc^A|^ 
claim on the duty and affedion of a child. /^iC 
fource of anguiih to her, to whom I owe^^^ 
exiftence, what have / not to bewail ? I fdu^l^' 
not to leffen, but to increafe her fulFeriti^lif^^ 
but ft?r my wilful error, I might ftiU w^ 
owned a mother !' ;" 

* In the abodes of pure felicity, unalf^^ 
and eternal, the fainted fpirit of your kngai^ 
fering parent is at peace.* ^' ^ 

The heart of the depreflcd Harriet was 
fji^ll^ to fay more on a fubje<% fo dUtreifii^ 
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i^i^ The frieiub iMrpceeded inlU^^ 
^ tfie Cottage, Mils Lucas retiredT to 
libber, and Mrs. Gobdwin to her home« 
this day, the curate of Auburn went not 
c wood unknown to his daughter. He 
Jealed huntelf on a bench, at the ternii* 
^ji of a winding alley, and had overheard 
nverfation in the alcove. 
5 Lucas had not remained long in her 
er, before Ihe received a fummons to 
her father in the garden^parlour. 
her entering the room, Mr. Lucas was 
^ai^ged^i^^ lett^hehad juft re* 

4jip^ed« Without taking his eyes from its con- 
tfq^ts, he faid, * fit down, my bed child.' The 
fe||er I am reading is from Mr. Neville j he 
l|^i^ gained his law-fuit, by which his fortune^ 
llr^dy ample, Will receive a confiderable ad- 
iii^pn. But his worth exceeds all wealth ^zxA 
i^|B delight and exultation equal to his own,^ 
tJSi^k forward to the day, in which I fhall 
K|ye to hail hxmfon* 

"Pfe father Ippke with a tnUd ener^— joy 
ed his venerable brow, and hb inward 
fadion fhone forth in his altered looks and 
i|i|pteanour. Mifs Lucas beheld him with ti« 
^Sl wonder, which prevented immediate ut- 
fei;iince ; at length words found their way, and 
1^ jcxclaioied-r-* I was not prepared for this ! 
4^/fc^d with gratitude to heaven ; my father, 
llear, my valued father, will again be 

i!^r Isiifias could only lay, ^ To thee, Ha^ 
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9 does j^y father owe bis reftoratipa ! 
auff^cious meaning, I lifteiiedin fecr^ti^ 
voice of my child. It pl*oved a timely oifi 
iuis fet my error bdbre me, and I have^ 
to perform my duty to preferve her, wha 
crown with joy the evening of my exift^^ii|p 
To complete the harmony of the day^Hpl 
ft ill more to heighten the telicity wbi^ jP|^ 
reigned in the cottage, a meffenger arrivj^i^ 
the evening, with the welcome intelUpiE||py 
that Mrs. Roberts waa pronounced o^ti^fi 
danger » and that, on her recovery | fhe faffip^y 
would vifit Auburna^ 






?^ 



t 









':*'! 






CHAPTER XVIF^ 

Tht Temple. 

HE rifing^ fim had no fooner enridied 
thefummits of the hills of verdure which (i^r* 
rounded the fiouri(hing village of Aubur$|^ 
the birth-day of Captain Roberts, than jKe 
gates of Image-Place were opened, with a ^^1- 
cometoits induftrious peafantry* r, 

^ The morning of that day was uihered Ifii by 
the tinkle of a foiitary bell \ which, for ;^fi», J 
bad been (brpended within the humble tgtff^' 
of that f acred edifice, fo charmingly defcti^ 
by x)ttr poet^ GoldOnitb,. ia Jw interefting^^ in 






fcicm.-^Nevcr hs^ it founded 
in the ears of the venerable cur^fie, 
on the prefent occafion» 
,r 5*,i!^^^^2mquillity which reigned within thc^ 
||;|^li|^arie$ of his elegant and fecluded habka- 
, ^.^^, , was ftill heightened by the prefcnce^f 



L-^A^^ 



Hpl^vNeville, who had arrived thereon the 
l^fl^ng preceding the appointed feftivity. Ti^ 
:$i^^will offering of Goodwin, he held likewife 
^f^^SiaxoA peace. 

%j :t?reviou8 to their entering the carris^e, Mr. 
^Jpttas faid to his daughter, * endeavour, my 
k«F§, to be happy during your vifit. By way 
<^f atonement for my late error, I have made 
^ my ftudy how bed to oblige my loved, my 
jral'uabie child. Mr. Neville and myfelf have 
f agreed to become the guedsof Mr Goodwin 
on the pr^ent occafion, and to give the paft 
Co oblivion. His prefent treatment of the fif- 
^ ^r of our gallant feamanmuftbe encouraged 
a»d rewarded. He has exprefled a wifh for 
;iny prcfence on this day, which he dedicates 
V4i>mifth and festivity, to do honor to hi^i in 
;»;(tehorm our Sydney delighted.*-*** Ye^i my 
^^»mer,' rejoined Mr. Neville, * your jfrlend 
i^ the fitter of a brave, aa eKcelitnt yawiig , 
r4k>an ; and, although thie coadu^ of her inif- 
%timd at one time rendered her unhappy, has 
4^i0at produced a rcfeorm in \m own ?*—yesy^ 
- iMly love, it. Ii^^ xendefcd her worthy of be- 
i]^ the companion of ibe.deareft objei£t of my 
w^Simxi^ i of her^ for whom I live ; of her^. 
ditofiiscwifort and wpofe v er« j^JK^ifics^ 

L X 






17 '\» 



:i%4 






l^ THE B "E p G A R iS O t^ 

mJ^fypnGbk^ I wonld wlUii^Iy hy AP^ 
exHloice, on which (he confers the crcHriil 
human felicity.* / * 'l^f^ 

On the arrival of the party at Imagc-Fr 
every attention, every look of its deli; 
owners, expreifedthe deep fenfe'Of;gr* 
with which they w^re impreffedf^ The 
pa0edaway in harmony and mutual fi 
tion ; and, as that of departure drew 
Mr. Neville informed Mr. and Mrs. CK^oii^ 
win, iJiathe waa foon to receive a giftira^l^ 
the bands of Mr. Lucas, which would tOTOlt 
plete his fum of fublunary good ; and ^t 
was the wifh of the parent of his Harrm^il 
weU as his own, that they would be prefei^: Mi^'^ 
theoccafion, 'The nuptial day,' added hi^pj 
*will likewife complete the nineteenth year wB | 
the bride. Your prefence, therefore^ at th*|^| 
church, and your company at the cottage, ^t ^ 
at once confer obligation^ and cement e(leem^^^ 

The birth, and nuptial day arrived, 3tnd||^; 
pafied away in all that fatisfadion and ha|^i^ 
nefs, which it was expeded would attend il>^^^ 
but, as how looked the bride, how fmited dii^ 
bride-groom, how many tender fpeeches pifein 
fed, and how many whiiperings of admiraticm^ 
took place^ are no way eflential to be detailai4 - 
at the prefent moment, the author wtU, witk^r J 
the leave of that portion of his fair readelf |||^J 
who may have formed expectations of ibis! ^^ 
kind, purfue his hiftory. „ ^ 

After the union^ a happy month glided iHn 
perceptiWy away j smd, duriJig that period 
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^ Mt tKe tequeft of the new-mafifiM 
taTten up^ his abode at th6 feat of Mr. 
f, which that gentleman had lately put- 
iilKlpS^^d which' "Was fituated withiaa mile 
^^dl^jifi^ The a^^ner of that fereae re« 

^(Wl^^lt beholding his diitdrcn'S iiicreafiag 
y became more ^nd more tranquil in' 
Frequently would he expreft his re- - 
gipir for hi^ departed friend ; while his fon atid; 
cMl^l^r^ perceiving the pleafure their parent 
'¥|^lil^dweUing on his many virtues, fuffer- 
edtAy:>j an evening to pafs-, without their beaf- 
i^l^^^ principal feature of converfation at 
iiiSckWood'-^ale.' 

7^0n the firft morning after his return to his 
cibliage^ the curate arofe at an early hour, re- 
fireihed by a night of calm and unbroken 

'iM be dfefcended to the hreakfaft-parlour, he 
givea figh, on the recolbflion that he fhould 
nieet with no one there to bear him compaay, 
aod^ that he fhould fit down to his once favo- 
rkli meai, a ftranger to the embrace and the 
giiisithig he had once experienced. Thus im- 
pr^ed, how agreeably was he deceivedi on be- 
biding his at taitive child, preparing- his ufual 
biterage of new milk and dried fruits^ with her 
aixm hand; white Mr. Neville was affiftingher 
ia tte pious employ ! 

l^h* curate's entrance had not been per- 

^^eived. He contemplated for a Ipace the aflii- 

luitidt^his welcome guefts, who were inter- 

ij^db^CO^' by tbe exchiaiatiQii> I bleffed^ 
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ti^slr JsLoees, im{>lor€Kl the bkffiag of: 
t^iigi^i lieir; venerable father. * Yes, 
At^n/ replied the: grateful ininifter of li 
* may my Weffings, and thofe of h^a 
pultipli^ upQii- you! — Let me too" 
and let oi^ feelings, at this momen^ 
mpture, make up our moining*s t " 
praife and jthankfgiving !' , >^' 

Scarcely had they rifen from tT 
occupation, when a poft-chaife drove ujp^ 
iy to the door of the cottage, frofti 
alighted Captain and Mrs. Roberts, wi 
readable father, Le Brun. Mrs, ft 
was welcomed by Mrs. Neville witif< 
fweetnefs fo peculiar taherfelf; and ia 1^1 
aerdiemofl; impreffive, Captain Robtfti^ 
commended Mr. Le Brun to the pari|^ ^ 
irieadfliq) and regard of the worthy cm^aii^^ 
myei&nger was immediately dilpatcbed uy0^ 
and Mrs* Goodwin, i^queiting they woulidlpi 
the happy party at an early dinner. The " 
paiTed in focial harmony, and the new-co 
•Teamed with ibmi relations to Imag&» 
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X HE happioef^ Mr. Lucas enjoy e4tlSi 
^fcity of thofe immediately around hinH 
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confiderably allayed by the coQfl:ai\t recollec- 
tion of the daughter of his relation,- his frieildv 
and his ben? faSor. The unknown fate oi tibe 
nndifcovered Louila, imprslTed his mind with 
the mod melancholy anxiety, and, inhi^ hours 
of retirement, preyed fo much oh his fpirits, 
as vifibly to impair his health* The fcenes 
before him did not a little contribute to an iti« 
creafe of thefe feelings ; every thing reminded 
him of theadmirat and of his daughter, and 
i embittered all his fimple enjoyments, 

, The morning after the guefts had left the 
cottage, Mr. Lucas took his ufual walk, at 
tbe extremity of which^ and near the public 
road, he was accofled by a little boy for 
charity. 

' And who are you ?'— faid the worthy Mr- 
Lucas, as he furveyed the extended hand and 
curly head of a beautiful child, who, clad in 
mean attire,, folicited his charity, with an air 
of humility which appeared to be fuftained by 
a fort of hereditary pride, finking under dire 
heceflity. His very look befpoke confcious 
fuperiority. 

* I am a beggar boy,* replid he ; while his. 
rofy cheeks announced his utter ignorance of 
the meaning of his expref&on ; and his cbeejt- * 
ful fmile proclaimed the contentment that dig- 
nified his humble lot. 

^ And your name V continued Mr. Lucas. 

* Alfred P^ 

* A high name for a low ftation !'— Hcol? 
k —How ciame you by that name ?? 






t H £ BE G G A jt B O Vrf 

, * Imfeed, Sir» I cannot tdl }--*ut 
my^i^o k hard by, perhaps can/ 
. At tibe fame moment, a fwarthy 
imman being, approached thenu 
appearance, for it was a female, was ib 
ing, that Mr. Lucas turned, with a* 
di^leafurei frotn the ready fmite wSbi 
file accofted him.^^ He was on his road 
whai. the child, quickly following 
exclaimed, in a note of woe, ' pray, 
me a half-penny 5— I am very hungry 

The gypfcy, 1^0 was attentively 
{daced the fore-fiaga: of her rights 
the palm df her left, and defired Mr 
would cr(^ it with a hit of filver 
would tell him of marvellous good thiB]^« 

With aft ei^ aipeft, he bade her begc^ii*^. 
1^ obeyed, and left him« But the Httle^ij^ 
£red was not (b eafily iaHsfied. Again, wltii^^ 
beieeching look^ he repeated that he was Ifoi^ 
gry. ' hnp of idleneis,' exclahned Mr. Luc^^ 
* think not to impofe on me your ready ^3^ 
and that I ftiall, by encouraging you, fet h^J- 
an example before the children of ray pati^^ 
loners. Go, child of duplicity — learn ant»- ^ 
neft trade^ and you will never feel hunger.^ .}^ 

A fomething like reproach gathered ia ^^ 
heart of Mr. Lucas for the harih words w[ 
hehaduttered ; and, on reaching theffil<^%'. 
involuntarily turned his head, and perceiv ^ 
that the gypfey was beating theboy,'and tb^ 
he was^-crymg^ He returned, and enquit ^ 
what offenceibe^ child'had^ committed ?-*^T 
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thiiB queftion, md vainly M- 

^^^coc^ Alfred, who^ exclaimed:^ 

^ tears: almoft choked utterance— ^ 

beat me, b^caufe I did not follow^ 

e; andlbe always does, when I can't > 

:il^ money. Martha is much kinder to 

fPmJaamniy ; but Martha is fick, in a 

About a mile off/ ' 

where is the bam?' faid Mr. Lucas-^M- 

Vhat is her complaint ?' 

e woman angered, that their gang was 

Sfms^^ about the country ; — that it had dif. 

ff^i^ into various counties, and was to co)^ 

1^(1^ itfelf, in three months from that period, 

v^im every account of expenditure and pro^ 

^woiild be made, and they would have the yearr 

l]|^ inerry meeting, held facred from time im- 

jdlfmorJal, by the race ofgypfies. She furi* 

^tl]^ added, that Martha had a very partteular 

jEEfie&ion for the boy Alfred, vhom fhe fome* 

tiiKies committed to her care, when the infirm 

fs^^ of age precluded her, as they frequently 

d^ from begging for him herfelf. Mr. Luo 

<i^ enquired if fhe was really his mother ?•— to 

w%ii<ji ihe angered in the negative ; and told 

hini it was one of their rules, that the children 

fl^Id always call the woman ' mammy,' who 

stf,lbe time was with them. 

I^r. Lucas liftened to this fimptetale, which 

'|iad unwittmgly arretted his attention ; but 

refolved not to be fubdued by it ; and^ 

y y throwing imo the. boy's hand a iix- 

ce # a remarkable £?rmi Vf^viki k&.^i^ 
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f^me moaths laia m his pockist, ^^ I»M||i| 
no otheir filver about bkn» held tip hia ill '"^"^ 
a threatening attitude, and charged 
manuny and boy, as they valued thek 
fafeiy^ never to moleft him more*' j 

He returned home with a penfive mi 
The image of little Alfred feemed to 
him ; and, while he refleded on the be 
his perfon, and on his humble petitipi||: 
plaintive voice feemed to vibrate on the ei^ 
Mr- Lucas. * Have I then been unkind to I 
child of forrow ?' he mournfully repeate 
liJmfelL ' He did but a&, and I denied fa 
—But did I deny him in the fame gentle accc^^ 
with Avhich lie befeught my aid ? — Alas, MS^, 
—I denied him with the authoritative yoif/i^ 
offuperiority; and, forgetting at the momeif^ 
th?it I was myfelf but a fubfervient flave to ;||||jft 
will of my fuperiors, commanded him, Jb^|^ 
tone that I had no right to ufurp, ^ nevem^i 
moUJi me more P . 4i-^i 

By a thoufand namelefs, winning, wa)%«i 
Mrs. Neville had made it her conftant praOTci^^ 
to lubdue the natural efiervefcence of her %^^^ 
ther*s mind, and to mould it into the plaiclil^ 
form in which her own had been perfefbed^l? 
he related this little hiftory to her, and |I$ii. 
expreffed an earned defire to fee the boy,j ^^v 
to enquire into the fituation of poor Mariha.**<- / 
Dinner was fcaroely over, when fhe went:*isi^ 
her chamber, to equip herfelf for her fearchaNf- 
ter them,and Mr. Hodges, a neighbouring fi 
pjer^ was announcecl 
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t^iS^fn^ faid he, ^ my wdrthy Si^, to te- 

'^ *you, that a defperate gkng of gypftcs 

bme days part infefled our neignbouf- 

1 have heard feveral complaints of 

^^imi ; and, ydflerday, I perceived them to he 

0Siigf6\jLnd z large fire in one of my fields. 

f0tfft going to expel them, when one of the 

I li^iiiaQ ran lip to me, and intreated that I 

* ijraiMl hot advance, as I fhould terrify one of 

Iifl^l^tnpanions, who was feized by laborj'^and 

tltefti as loon as fhe was delivered, it was their 

iftl^tioil to depart. I accordingly withdrew 

«^:idsrd, towards evening, returned there, with 

pjlei of my men, whom I had ordered to bring 

fointthtng comfortable for the poor creature. 

l?ft€ company was gone ; and, by the fide of 

I tH^^ fife, whkh was yet burning, I difcovefed' 

I tfite^ ikin, newly ftripped, of one of my fine old 

I wfelbers, on i^hich thefe people had been rega- 

Ifeg ; atid which, to prevent my feeing, hail 

ca^ed them to invent the lie by which I was 

. deiieived. Farmer.Mercer's wife had compaf- 

fibiiated them ; and imprudently fufi'ered one 

of their children to enter the houfe ; but he 

had not long difappeared, before (he miffed a 

filver tea-fpoon, that lay on the table. Thefe 

d<6pfedations, worthy, Sir, muft be in future 

prevented, and I come to requeft from you, a 

warrant, for committing the vagabonds to the 

oufe of cprreftion.* 

At ffitat moment, Mrs. Neville entered the 

niyjaidMr. Lucas repeated to her the bu- 

s dtt %hich Mr, Hodges W2i^ coia^% TVa^^ 

M 




rjS: THE BEGGAR BOY* 

however, did Mt prevent her from mi 
her propofed ramble, her curiofity, smd 
better feelings, having been greatly excttei 
her father's account of Alfred and Martha* 

Her errand was, however, fruitlefs — fhe%j 
been to the barn, but neither fick woman, bfs^ 
nor any veftige of the fortune-telling tribi^ jr^ 
mained, fave the feathers of the various fowig^ 
they had purloined, to the great annoy;^nG<ea^ 
the villagers of Auburn, who had, it feea^- 
on the fame morning, driven them away wj^ 
their cudgels ; but not before they had ciHai^ 
xnitted a moft daring outrage on the ftat^n 
premifes of Image-Place. : .| 

The warrant, therefore, which had readiif^ 
been granted by Mr. Lucas, who, fmce tl^ 
death of the admiral, had been in the coffl«^ 
million of the peace, was of no avail. Ti% 
purloining tribe had removed into ano^ijoi 
county ; for, they well knew when theyhp^ 
commited depredations fufHcient to rendi^ 
migration neceffary, and when to be vifibll^ 
and \ihen to be concf ale^. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Louifa Sydntyr 

W E will now come to the loag-wifhed 
long e^pefted Louifa Sydney whom we left 
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ie giddy round of diffipsidon in the houfe 
i4tiated aunt, and but too welt incliii^d 
d to, and follow, her example. Light 
thfe Kghteft breeze, her mind fluttered over 
ttt0 ti^niltory perfumes offummer, butforefaw 
jUft tlvat the ftorm of adverfity would blight, 
^iiiife the chill of winter, the early feafon of 
^Blt'^ays. While the miftaken, and too-in- 
^^i^nt admiral, continued to fupply her with 
lii^^nftant and Exorbitant demands made oa 
Mm by his worthlefs fifter,(be faw nothing to 
f^et, nothing more to wifh for, than a iCon- 
ifttiianc^ of her prefent happinew. The fenti- 
Uletit of love, that always counterbalances in 
ftrifceptible female minds, every other, was a 
'Hf^nger to the bofom of Louifa. She favored 
ifew, and flirted with all her aunt's vifitoi*s, 
iilthout having feen one on whom fhe thought 
l^'lixing her choice ; and indeed, the young 
inen of Mifs Sydney's fociety were, ehher too 
teach in love with themfetves to regard Louifa, 
€^ too much devoted (which was more fre- 
quently the cafe) to the trade of duping 
others, or being duped themfelves, to think 
ferioufly on any other obgeft, however lovely 
and interefting. .When at length, a letter of 
fevere reproof from the admiral was delivered 
to his daughter, in her aunt's drefling-room, ^ 
§\e wept bitterly ; and putting it into Mifs 
Sydney's hand, while her face, deluged in 
V tears, reclined on that lady's bofom, ftie ex- 
reffed ihe ftrongefl: fenfe of felf-convidion 
d regri^t, for the pain fliehadinfli£ted on the 
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beft of parents ; then, with a fweet fivnf^, 
implored her aunt's permiffion to rjev^ 
hlm^ that the large fums lately fent h^ 
been lent to herfelf— not thrown away ii 
foolifh manner he imagined ! 

Words could but ill exprefs the c 
pf Mi(s Sydney, on a requeft fo unex,; 
and to her, fo extraordinary. That JUo)||il 
0iould prefume to recolle£ty even for a mpmi^ 
fucha circumftance, was of itfelf, too prov^||^ 
ing to admit of any palliative; but that^^ 
fliould form any idea of explaining to Het^ 
ther b(rdu the money had been employ^,. iHp^ 
{o very foreign to any Mifs Sydney had entQ^ 
tained, that it became necefTary for ^IieTv If 
plead a nervous head-ach, and to requefl: ^gi$ 
ihe might be left to herfelf, till hep fpirits yftf^ 
enabled to refle£k on the moil probable me^ 
of reconciling her <^^jr brother to her.^^^/lijf 
dearer niece ! > .41 

The ilUfated and credulous Louifa beli^y^ 
thq heart of her aunt, and, indeed, the heart ©sf 
all human beings, to be formed exactly of ,th^ 
fame materials as her own. She according^ 
rejoiced in the fair promife held out to 'hen 
and ventured not to begin a letter to hei' f%.t 
ther, until fanftioned by lier aunt in wb«rt 
manner Ihe was to addrefs him. . ? j> 

After waiting for feveral days the promife4 
and procraftinatcd advice of Mifs Sydnejf q% 
the fubjeft, fhe was roufed from her fl^ter^pyj I 
dream of hope, by a letter of a more leriol||: ' 
complexion than fhe had ever yet receiveit^ 
It was as follows : 
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p>^0A^!^h diftant, I am not ignorant of ytfuf 
bi»^kta#, and have been apprized oii authority, 
H^eh I dare not doubt, of your bbundlefs ex:- 
iravagance ; that the various fums of money 
t^*i?epeatedty fen t, to difcharge the debts of 
litrieh you complained, have been lavifhed at 
A^ gaming-table; and that not one of them 
ii^ptiid* You have now nearly reduced me to 
tte fame poverty as yourfelf ; and it is time 
fflmt I ftiould put a (lap to a career, which, 
however youthful, feems fraught with folly, 
if ®ot already hardened into vice, Alas ! my 
cbild, for my child I /^^/ you are, can you not 
^ity your poor old father ? Let not my mu-» 
ittdted body bear a more mutilated mind ; but 
j«ftore to me my heart'sdeared bleffing, pure 
tad unblemiflied, as when I firft imprudently 
todulged her, in fufFering her perfon to be 
fa(hionedby the world, as I fondly hoped her 
keart was fafliidHed by her creatorr Return 
to ine, my child, and renounce the- errors of 
youth. I'he firft part of my letter may ap- 
pear harfli. i began it as a judge ; but I mufl: 
^liclude it as a^ father I Here you fhall find a 
fecure afyium,and n*^ firft embrace fhall ob» 
literate all remembrance of the part. I wilF 
90 myfelf for you to London, in the courfe of 
^Hext week, and hope you will not murmur 
on ftiiding yourfelf, once more, in the arms of 
your father,. ' 
- f 'V ^ /ir Sydney J" 
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irhis letter fell like a thunderbolt oa t&e 
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lieari>fl;nckek Louifa. She had giwn^ 
her lafl: money, a lift of ber debts^ tO: bar 
wHo had faithfully promifed to difcb^^ tMHi^ 
What now was Ihe to do ? To reveal ilMsr 
truth, would be to create a breach betwea»i»^ 
father and big fifter, were (he believed by dsf 
former ; but, from Ibme hints dropped by Hi^ 
3ydey within tbe iafl: few days, fhe had e^i|^ 
reafon to fufpefl, that an imputation of &tf|« 
hood would be added to thofe offences^ wUc^ 
had been already fo greatly magnified. Loi^Sft 
could not but obferve the calm indiSer^ftil 
with which Mifs Sydney furveyed both l»ii 
and tbe fatal letter. After a paufe, that Ia% 
faid-^^I have long apprehended, Louifa, t^ 
this would happen. You have certainly ai« 
curred debts beyond your fortune^ and it.l^ 
wholly out of my power to pay them. Willi 
tbe money yoix fay you gave me to diCchai^ 
them, recolIe£]b I was obligeil ta componi^ 
your debts of honor. How many^ofrtheai^^ftiil 
remain unfatisfied, you bed: can tell. I dqmiit 
advife.yoii to go to youir father. I fpeakai 
your friend. I know my brother better tlw» 
you do; and) although he is a worthy 2Uid 
gpod man, he has peculiarities to which, yito 
could not fubmit^ after having been in. ti^; 
long habit of enjoying the pleafures of hmi^ 
don. Your father, child, has not aa ideft^ 
this, (ide the fea \ he will endeavour. ^ to nMttt»| 
you to fome brute of a failor, who, by ws^c^ 
appreciating your accomplifliments, will ^i 
YQu^ fliat yptt 3u:€ a U^^iX^ ^dV-tV^td^. ^<s^m 
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f and that he will tow y^ into a iafe 
, where heMl moor youalong-fidehim- 
ft^^and bear all weathers to windward/ 
s^i'With fuch converfatioa did the wary Mifs 
Sydney beguile her iimocent and unoffending 
tikce. Often did that faultlefs, yet unfortu- 
iattle young lady, ponder on the dreary vicifli- 
-stude which had fucceeded to her fortncr fitua- 
^^Q of innate virtue, and to the glorious con- 
^feiouihefs of ading up to the duty of a chiid»-^ 
,^U thefe fair profpeQis feemed at once, to be 
bJigbt^ by the contaminating breath of cor- 
Toption* Innocence was beguiled, nature was 
adulterated'-— and what remained for her, bni 
•^tbe pungent r^ret, of haying grievoufly di£- 
appointed a fond and indulgent father in his 
^ide^eitexpeda^ns ? 

The mind of Loui^ was not able to- con« 
t^nd witbthe confiiding fendment^t endured^ 
At one momeiil, pale and exhaufteoi^flie^dGk 
ptored their fource-rat another, fbe gloried in 
her aunt's precepts and example, andvlamentdd 
diofoolifh wealpieff of her own heart. Such 
aii9^ the tranfitions of human nature I 
:ip In the letter which had given her fo much 
eon^vny her father had inclofed a bank-bill for 
oae hundf ed pounds ; and|it fortunately hap« 
fitt^d^ that the preceding^ evening, though fhe 
imi^ as ufual been a loier ^ fhe had received one 
himdred and twenty guineas, a debt of honor^ 
wfakb had been fome time due; Soon after 
ibe a>a¥er£Eidon {he haidi held with h«t ^uiit;. 
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ted to their refpeftive |ipies--there to 
ceived by yawning Ji|!||nu, empty 
new-waflied and petrifyi^^ apartmentii 
every other comfort of fafcionable Hf?« 

In the fplendid man(ion of GrolV cS ii f^f 
Square, all thefe things were widely re^erfi^f 
The immenfe heat, and variety of odours ^^^^0 
hated frpm the numerous guefts, had iiit^# 
neceffary to undraw the curtains^ put laip'^^^Sift^ 
faihes, and command the fervants, under pilf 
of everlafting difpleafure, to extingui& e'l^ttl^^ 
fpark that was now blazing, in obedieBoeW 
the will which had jufl: before comihanded^^ 
Thefe fervants, all aiive, had anticipated 1^; 
next day's labour, and longed to borrow ft^k 
the prefent nighty a few hours, that wouldyfil' 
different families, have belonged to thecomil^' 
day ; aild became bufily employed with th^f'- 
foap^, furniture-bruflies, and other nec^ffitt^ 
utenfils ; at the end of which prelimim^^ 
were to fucceed a y}^?/^ fuppeTj^Jiwi" bottle, &** 
&c% which were to fend them reeling to theii'^ 
rooms ', and an hour's additional repofe wouM' 
be granted to them in the morning, to conl** 
penfate for their nightly fatigue, Mrs. Mawfoiii 
the houfe-keeper, and Mrs. Smoothem, Mife 
Sydney's woman, were ot opinion, that as tfce 
under-fervants had already witneffed their h^4- 
ving frequently made too free with their lad^ti 
cellar, it wasbefl to imke friends witbrhcnl«#i 
although it was truly neceffary that a pr^m§^ 
diftance fliould be kept up in the day time, ^t^^ 

At the ^forie-mentioned hourytben Los^^i 
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til^^Jl^ye of her avi^, until the revolving 
^l^ip^^wben it was expefted tjiey would meet 
)9^^l|^3|ikfaft ; and ihe retired to her chamber, 
\l^iieavy eyes^a diftrafted mind, and every 
c^ifi fatal appendage of an agonized and aU 
i[Ei^ burfting heart* She laid her head on 
h^pillow ; but perceived, that the fleep which 
h$^;Uiiinvited aifailed, now forfook her. The 
tiop^ .which nature had devoted towards in- 
v^^ating her body^ art, at this period, ex- 
hi^ed to invigorate her mind ; ihe was as 
Ol^Vnew*born ; felf-reproach flared it her 
vi^ \an eye of malignity ; fliefaticied that 
eil<Ky P^^^S acquaintance was the' foe who 
fa^ be^n zealoufly endeavouring to prejudice 
h^ father againft her ; ^nd loathed, with ab. 
hfi^rence, every frequenter of Mifs Sjrdney's 
h^nfe, as a vifitor who wiflied to fubjugate her 
hpi|or,anddeftroy her future pelace. ^^ 

vThe morning appeared, and her fate yet re- 
npyiiaed undecided. What was to be done V 
J%0^^ neceflary to determine on fomething, 
ai^il that fpeedily. To renounce her father's 
iijR^er, and that renumciation to be made in 
tfe* hour of her diftrefs, was a fentiment fo 
i^J^ugnant to the mind of Louifa Sydney, 
tHl$ her heart revolted at the bare idea. To 
ci^tinu^t with her, (he felt was impoflible. 
%l^s was the moment for deciiion, and fhe 
relolyed to quit immediately, and for ever, a 
boufe in which hef liberty was perpetually en- 
|danger$d, and which, if once dedroyed 
'I'Di^uld:!)^ attended with the mod fexaX cjot^r 
^qaences to bcr father^ a^ vreW^:^ xo\^^i^^^ 



i^^ 
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^s foon as flie perceived all was quiet 
h6ufe, (he made a terge bundle of thofe 
Ihe efteemed moft valuable, and foftly 
up one of the lower windows, beckoned t 
watch. man, who knew her, and made bo' 
tation in affifting her into the ftrcer; and 
dufting her to a coach ; Ihe flipped a 
into bis hand, and defired him not te 
her, as fhe was going to meet h^ loverj 
make all poffible fpeed with biilitb 
Gretna-Green. She ordered the coach 
to convey her to the Golden Crofs, Cfaari 
Crofs — and, finding herfelf nearly finking^ 
der the bodily and mental fi^ti^ue fhe had I 
ly experienced, Ihe ordered a bed to be 
pared for her, and foon loft the fenfe of ^ 
fufFerings in fweet and peaceful fleep. 

"When flie awoke, ihe found herfelf fo 
refrefhed as to be able to ruminate on 
was beft to be done. She determined on ^ 
ting the metropolis, and her heart becftiMi^ 
lighter as (he looked forward to the ho 
better days. After a folitary dinner, (be a 
fed herfelf by iwatching, tronv her window, 
variety of objefts, which in that part of 
town are fo confpicuous. A mail-coach 
ftanding at the door. She made enquif^iMp'^ 
apd learned that it was a Briftol one, g^hi^^'*'^ 
fet out at eight o'clock the fam€ event 
* And why not,* fhe laid to herfelf, * Briftof^ 
well as any other place ? In large cities^' 
ft ranger efcapes the eye of oblervarion 
have long wifbed to lee the vasmted 
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S^me^tflih^^ She rang the belV sind jras 
]»il«l«i^ that ooe place was vatant. She tta&k 
it la the name of Mifs Seriby, and at the ap^ 
pointed hour, found faerfelf on the road to 
BriftoIf%ith three gentlemen, whom (he had' 
beheld enough of at the door, to convince liet: 
t|iat fhe was^ unknown to them. 
J^^Nothing* remarkable occurred daring the 
jcMftrney, and" every attention was paid to her,^ 
tbftt politedefs coukl dictate, by thefe fons of 
Itib)grniay ' for fuch Ihe found* they all were, ' 
and that they were all engaged on the fame ' 
ma0d, which wiak^ to pick tip, if pofiible, a 
cofffm-table heirefs for each of them, at Bath. ^ 

^; Finding that ail attempts to draw from her 
the hiftory of who, and what ihe tvas, Vfert itt- 
eSeftual ; (and indeed it wa$ very im]^robable 
that anyone of- the three kidies they were in 
f^utt of, ihould be travelling; iMMtendetd 
there^) they gave up all farther edquiry ; aUd; 
though they were uniformly friefldly add af^ « 
teAtive to her during their ptbgrefs, yet the 
co&verfation they fupported among theniffelves 
(^^Hrinced her, that they were of the fame deft 
cfiption of perfonages, as thdfe ^o had beeii 
iil«fhe conftant habit of frequenting her aUrit*$ 
cwd parties,^^ and that they were all three in- ' 
ilqpnced by tfaefame dottble motive, offuccee^ ' 
Ing^vwith die beirefs^ and the gamihg-table; 
; ^.Jterived at the cetebrated flufli^ kept by thSr^ 

i(^|i| celebrated Mr. Weeks; the hondr' 
^^8 company x;^s f(^idtetl taf^ 
iiliiiito#«^^eihrf9^-^ S^ ^ 

V N 
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afrf more ixtipropriety in accepting ^h^ 
tatiois^ than in having been fhut up widk^i 
gentlemen all night m the coach, and ha^ 
TCen, contrary to her w(h, ftanked bf t1 
^ the risad ; and fhe was the more 11 
to accept the obliging o&r, as they had^ 
mated on the road, their intention of f( 
out early in the morning/ in a poft-cbisrH^ 
four, for Bath ; and thatdafbing vel^^e,'^t$i|^ 
i;(rhich they ineant to enter the walls ofp 
dAid» was probably the reafon why they 
^ofen the Briftol mail. 

After changing her travelling-dre& to?' 
elegant tnuilin oiie, ihe defcended to theii^ 
ting-room, where fhe found only Captain 
Ion, whofe drefs had undergone as thoroi^|^' 
an alteration as her own. He bowed refpe^il 
fully on her approach, and, ptefettting^ ittit 
with a chair, feated, himfeif by hen H^i^i^ 
formed her, that the Other gentlemen wauki 
be with them immediately, and propofed tbi^ 
all viewing the towns as the day, though qoUsI^* 
was remarkably fine. Mifs Serlby bbs^Ml 
affent, and her eyes met thofe of Captai&iDJbi 
Ion. She thought fhe had never feen fueh^aib 
alteration made by drefs ; for, sdthdugb ^Hii 
had, at firft, appeared to her as a ktn^H^ 
young man, fhe now perceived he was uncoiiiii^/ 
monly £9^ Perhaps the fame idea upon ' di^^- 
flqatcki equally on his mind. I will not bidU^ 
u^on me to affert that Louifa fighed itiv(FaF4 
and wifhed herfelf an heirefs, and at Bath i 
Hf^r^xt libe oth$r gentlemen joined ^^them^ 
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^ lUfefirife, bandfome young men, and 

" lindergone the fame^ ehkivge in tlmr 

/Louifa certainly, though I dare fey iiii- 

tarily, drew nearer to Captain Dilloii 

to the others, in hopes to avoid the offer 

4id>iiot wifhto accept of either of their 

Captain Dillon, with great alacrity^ 

ed to hand her down flairs, and his arm 

was confeqaently obliged to lay hold of., 

e party firft vifited the noble cathedraF, 

e fublime epitaph on Mrs. Mafoa fixed 

attention of Mifs Serlby , who gazed oa 

^siile^forrow. She took her pencil, and 

jMi to tranfcribe the lines on the back of a 

etif r , I and had already written. 










"Take, holy earth"- 



l^a Captain Dillon, gently drawing both 
pi^<^ and paper from her hand,, continued : 

■rV I ... 

■' ^ : «c All that rty fouHioldidcarl"— 



>-f* 



a|li gave it to her. His companions were en«* 
j|B@ed in furveying the no lefs beautiful ny)- 
ipiMelit of Sterne's Eliza, while he afked her, 
l^k an expreffive look, whether it were ne- 
eeSaf y for him to add any more ? She blufli- 
c^ put the unfiniihed epitaph into her pdckety 
|#rfving to take fome other opportunity of 
illnpleting it^ and turned to the other gentle- 
igfir, who declared, that their vifiting the hot* 
wpil'was indifpenfible, and requefted her per? 
Ifi^iMcin^to'call a hackney «coach, having juft 
h^s left l>efore dinner ^ to fex\^^ A^^^vt 
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curiofity. To the wells then they proceeii 
1^ were^ratified beyoild their expelWlil 
by the eifclianting icexiery which forri 
tli^ii. A fine Weft^Indiaman, wMcb^!^ 
ttnderftood to be the Fanny, Captain 
majefticaUy glided down the beauteous 
Vfhok peopled banks filled them with 
aad admiration. The ftiipendous rocki 
Vincent*-* the contrafted, and elegant^ 
tefhnre of the Crefcent'^-^and the circ 
library, kept by the aftonifi»ng, and 
^tecefUng, Kfrs. Anne Yearfly, ferm^^Ia 
i&etfjof Gb]eQSf jcharm&agly inviiin^'t^ 
i^e, and fweetly gratifying to the mud. t 
They returned to th^ Buih, where tfe^^ 
took of an elegant dinner ; for every one i^^ 
has been at Brillol, knows that * the rdtif 
tititngs of this world,* are no where mbtt 
tifqliy found. A chicken. turtle, and v 
other produftions of the weft, with winel 
fuperior excellence, proved the truth of 
fee had frequently heard, that the Irifh ar| 
nerous to an excefs in their table ; and ;| 
gentlemen, though probably, like the t^ 
their countrymen, fond of iheir bottle, fiy,^ 
too^much politenefs to forget that a lady ^^^^^^ 
their gueftj and propofed going to the pt ^" 
as the manner the moft ple^fing to her, or; 
fing the evening. It was late when they 
tered the houfe, whi(:h was crowded in ^ 
pairt. Mr. Incledon was the powerful 
net of attradion, and the audience was lo 
encoring ^Feoryaik/ while the box-k^; 
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ing for places, and a jovial ct4w 
above, were joining him in full 
!^s^ The merits of that incomparable finger^ 
^0 ^.^11 known, to need 3^imadverfion— f- 
jfrtain it is, that his wonderful powers, 
j^een hitherto thrpwQ jaway on Louila, m 
r-^^i|ftantly are 09 every fine lady, who atr 
|j^d?^^hc theatre, without feiiowing what play 
i^fyi^refented there— *and who, when her4>0K 
^^^erted by the beau or beaus,-whom/ ih^ 
i^^t piirpofely to meet, yawns ^iway her pre^ 
a^jTiipments---:flips into her ^rrisige-^ai^d 
ded^reson her return home, xh^i ^Imhdon 
very we N^ indeed/ 

he heart of Louifa was anticipating th^ 
jpoming^s farewell. A foH of pcnfive melan« 
iChply bad ktely found its way there ; and Mr. 






,^^^^don*s fongof 'the ftreamlet that flows 

l^ilind her cot,' created, in that heart, a tafte 

l^r mufic^ and a defire for folitary refledion. 

.jCaptaia Dillon wasfo particularly attentive 

dtfring the evening to Mifs Serlby, that the 

' er gentlemen could not fail to perceive it ; 

Captain Grady, for tl^fe gentlemen were 

lltiqually dubbed Captains, in compliance with 

t1|^ prder of the day, being the oldeft of the 

d^fci, failed not to make fome quaint obferva- 

Ip^ts i which, from bearing a moral tendency, 

ni&itt aiaripa her feelings, but could not wound 

P :fe^|fli?acy. Thi§: gentleman flightly hinted 

j^ hetj^jlat Captain Dillon was, in ia manner, 

"by his relations, tg his care j owing 

N a 
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'0m^ p«rt»cul2»'Iy to a fiender relaiioni^ 
tfNtn them, than .to any great difparilj^ 
ii^iiGq[uireirnefit$. * Captain Dillon's atti 
^ere'certaiiiiy not anifiFelcomerto her, bn< 
added to the ,few fiiort fentences drop] 
Qlptain Gpady, imprefled her mind 
miritiplieity of paffinj^ ideas, whoUy^cooMli 
diftory of each other. Erery monteift^^il^ 
productive of (bnvethttig more favouraMi(#^ 
herfirft opinion of Dillon :-^He was Itiiiil^ 
feme, engaging, fentimental.----Such M 4^ 
he appeared to Louifa, \i4io at once p e r ecl ill i 
in him, a fnblimity of charafter, with wl^ 
fhehad been, ihe thought, till then, unacqiMiif^ 
ted.* « I 

When the play was over, our party tettt^ 
ed to the Bufli, and partook of an elegant ftsj^ 
per, foon after which, Louifa arofe to retiirfi 
Captains Grady and McDonnell refpe&fiftj^ 
profiler ed to her their good wiflies-— but a ges^ 
tie preflure from the hand of Dillon, opersftdl 
more powerfully on her feelings. Though M 
tigued by her journey, and anxious refpeSpi^ 
the uncertainty of her future fate, Dillon wnji 
upper mod in her thoughts, or rather w^(^ 
pofleffed-her mind, i^fter a troubled iii^i^ 
ihe arofe early^ and defcended to the fnm0^ '■) 
room, expe£ting to take a folitary ' break£4l 
there; but -to her- greaf aftoniibmenir^ ^Ei»o^ 
her three friends, who had changed thewiyj 
tention with regard to the' hour of reacltl 
Bath. The diftance being ib fbori^ it wa#i 
teflkry for them to continue where they 
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^^pko^er time ibat would uiber th^p 
i^lilNd^^ Wbk©-Hart J and tp this iti^ 

confidcfcation, Mifs 3^rlby*? was id- 
"fdt^ few*morc hours of thfcir focietyr 
mornihg was wet and cdd. The ge^ 
HHIIra propofed to vifit the billiard-table, but 
^Hb^ltooa politeneis. exa^ed ihal one of theia 
flpiO^Id remain with the lady, and that ones it 
i^l^^eely neceflary to obferve, was Captaia 
iS^^oii. He took that opportunity of laments 
la^ tbat his (ituatioQ did not accord with his 
feU^ents^ which would urge him, he faid, to 
^iiciw himfelf at her feet ; but that he was a 
ysQ^ger brother, and had fpent in bis youth 
that, which were he now in pofleflion of^ 
irciuld be fufficient to make him comfortable 
4ii4th the worn m of his choice. He abftained 
60m throwing out any hints refpe£ling ber 
iirtune; for how was it poflible^ that a girl, c^ 
j^iequence enough to be an obje^t^ would 
ffsrre), unattended, in a mail-coach ? No> lio | 
bii lenity was flattered by the p-eference £he 
1^ vifibly (hewn hiiti ; but a. flirtation for th$ 
iBfy^mng, and to come off handlbmely,w^s all 
t&e projed hehad.formed; and^ at> the very 
^M^ipttent that his eyes were irivetted with ten^ 
0t!lef$ and regret on Louifa^ he was anticipa- 
tptg an lieirefs at Bath^ and the young fpend^ 
^MIs whom he hoped to hoo^ ^t the gaming- 



T^^^M^ with Louifiitt was far different. He* 

receival itsfifft inqireffion, and {he 
e duplicity of DiUom She applauded 
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h|3 i:an4er i wiftied (fee had a worWiC^i 
tobcAowon him; and, as ihe had . piifj 
{4d at breakfaft, th^t ihe cxpefted Jtfti 
e^ed to the poft-offic^^ (h« made berfi^lf jgj 
that two days would not pafs, before he 
take the hint, and convince^ her that pkl 
had felt the fame pang that hers rec/eiyi 

parting. vt^s^ ■ 

As foon as the gentlemen were gpne5lj^EI% 
enquired for, and was recommended to, ji gH^^ 
teel lodging, where fhe determine^, f^Cflliti 
prefent, at lead to fix her abode* Hayj)^ m|| t 
reed with the maid of the boufe, to attend^l^r | 
on her, as it was her intention, fhe faid, nc^ns^ \ 
fee any company, fhe paffed feveral weeks Wf^l^i 
out interruption, during which, ihe had\d|^ 
conflancy to go daily to the pofl-office^ ^ | 
hopes of receiving letters from Di]lpQ»;J|||^ 
none fuch arrived. She had frequently p^ 
jeded writing to her father, and longed, j^ 
gain iivteUigence of her aunt ; but the 4^] 
flipped away, until the returning fpring reini] 
cd her, that the clofenefs of the flreet in w],_^ 
fhe lived, would prove injurious to her faeaiUlt 
that the people of the houfe, although eiy|li 
attentive, wanted that polifh, which alone j^ 
render comfortable fociety .elegant j, andv"" 
gave the £jrfl» as her only reafon, for one 
declaring to them, that during her J^e^i 
rambles, in the beautiful grounds of iuOi 
Clifford, at King's- Weflon, ihe had efctei 
one of them, to the charming viJIs^ of $) 
bampton } and \a^ f^en^ oa a luiat IhjtLe! 
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5 a paper, which fignified it was to be 
l|Sbi%ad even gone too fario retraft, i«r 
Mred the houfe, on condition, of hai? 
if ^s anfwering die enquiry that would 
e into it the next morning by its Pro- 
di's. 
^Her prefent landlady, could have nothing to 
alfa^geagainft her plan, but the diftrefs of 
plating witb her. Louifa, too, felt affeded ; 
b^'^thlie impreffion was only momentary, for 
t^i acquaintance bad been fhort ; and the 
lAa^lady was too much bufied throughout the 
isrfr in her domeftic concerns, to devote any 
ctiWiderable part of it to her lodger. 
'jRie curiofity and mo it minute inquiries of 
flew landlord being anfw^rd to the extent 
8 wiihes, (he took poffeflion of his houfeji 
,,paffed a great part of the fummer in thofe; 
tiry perambulations, which afford the mind' 
i^tunity for inv;eftigation ^md iriftruaion ; 
s^tj-by wholly devoting herfelf to^retirement, 
ttSifed the current of her ideas inito their prd^ 
j^^^channel and enjoyed the fociety of her 
" s, with a pure delight, which the manfion 
rofvenor-Square had never afforded her. ' 
ere fhe pondered on tire father (he had fo^ 
ratefully requited j ori the aunt, who had 
igated her movements, but who was now,^ 
aps, as folitary a wanderer asi herfelf ; and 
■fetintes, if not often, on the deceitful Dillon, 
|iad fo artfully inveigled the choiceft ferti- 
ia^ta^l;^ her breaft, while hisown wcr^ to a 
git2Stttyi*impenetrabIe. Thefe thoughts f e- 
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concited hir imnd to fublun?i|y ^ 
menu She began to cherifh the i 
truth waa abforbcd in falfeh'ood j z^d^ 
nouDcing her favorable fentiments o£ 
vainly imagined, that fhe had renouac 
whole world. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

Further Cmtinuathn. 



rnr\ 

X H us wore away many revolviiig 
and no change had taken place in the fitcuif 
of Louifa. On a fine autumnal nK)rnii|gf|.. 
had croffed the ferry, to wander over tlie:|i 
village of Pill, and was ftepping out of % 
her return, when Ihe perceived feveral ^ g 
men (landing at the door of LampU 
Hall, one of whom, ofwhofe face only ihe 
a recolledioii, aceofted her by her own 
and enquired, to what fortunate 
owed a rencontre fo agreeable ? — -Lomfa w^ti 
have avoiden him \ but fhe immediately re 
lefted that it was necefTary for her to rev 
him her change of name y to requefl t 
would conceal her real one, oth^rwife 
Ihould appear to her neighbourhoodj^by w 
fhe was refpefted, in the charaQ:er of ad 
venturer. They were now within a few y 
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0^tL debt— (he diefired hitn to walk in, 

di^Vered that he was an bid acquaintance 

%tf ^tint*s— ihad a (leader knowledge of her 

'^^was-a mart of tolerable property, and 

ieved, of onblemifhed reputation. The 

yftrf id^, of once more feeing a perfon, with 

whom fee could freely converfe on the fubjeft 

dFlier fsimily , on wluch fee had been fo long 

canftrained to remain (Tlenty and who had 

known her in better days, was a comfort to 

t^e opprefled mind of Lduifa ; and fee hefita- 

ted not to reveal every circumftance relative 

to herfelf, from the period of leaving her aunt 

to the prefent hour. 

. :Mr. Johnftone heard her with attention-* 

f*irMully promifed not to betray her fecret— 

aHd took his leave, being under an engage* 

mtat with the reft of his party, to go on a 

flfcfet excurfion into Wales ; but affured her, 

tlMt he would return by the way of Briftol, 

piflrpofely to confult with her, on the moft effi- 

cKibus plan for reftoring her to her friends, 

alNi to fociety. 

fIBe had not left her many minutes, before a 

IrfNter was brought her from Mr. Johnftone— 

\^6 gueffing, he faid, at the low ftate of her 

fhxamcres, had taken the liberty to inclofe two 

biik^nOtes, each of fifty pounds value, of 

tilich he begged fee would make ufe, until 

ft^ time as fee would have it in her power 

rc^ a much larger fum, which fee would 

ys find ready at her command. Such ge* 

dipKtofiry Qverpowei^ed her. "the dread of want* 
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i^ xfis^iiey had been one of the csir^ 
^fled hard upon hct inmd,4ri3 iw^f 
t^ptfi^cipal reafons that Kad preteia 
' Iwt^ing to her father. iVn^pplicati^ 
aiFter-all that had paffed, would have- 
* w!tn it an^appearance of felf-intereft, 
the generous foul of Louifa wal inca 

At the tim% of this feafonable and ui 
iupply, (he was not in poffeiEon of 
pounds, and had, more than onire^ le 
thought of offering her{elf,as ateachefsr 
of the celebrated boarding- fchools ;' ^xi 
pride hi[d hitherto i^ithheld her ; fhe ni 
to rejoice, that (he had found a friend ^'anNir 
tidpated his return, with tliat fond d 
fo natural to a grateful and affe&ionatei 
which feel& the fenfe of obligation^ anil 
ambition of repaying it. 

Mr. Johnftone made his ^pp^asanoeat SI 
hampton fome days before his appointed 
It was early in the morning, and Loujfiik 
vailed on him topafs the day with her. 
prone is a generous mind to imprudent 
iidenc^ !— In her explanation of the litt 
-tory of herfelf to Mr. Johnftone, the idea 
permoft in her thoughts had its place* 
queftiohed her, as to the ftate of her bea^ 
fl^e ackowledged to have received an imp 
there, with the levity of innocence, of w 
.fhe could xK)t then foxefee the effefts. 
commencement and end of this acquaii 
having, "not, however^ ^exceeded three 
Mr.'J[phaftone thoughjt hirofelf authorial 
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to,heri|b6fimpropiiety df her Atuatipn 

c^iy there wa^» were it on accdimt 

lanc^ ofliy, for her chan^ng4t^ and 

bf making her an o'ffer ci his hand 

tune. '} - *^i 

stlj^li^ was nor prepared for fuqh a declara« 

i^ She requeft ed time to cgnfider of a pro» 

^ , \ fo momentous to her future peace; and 

4lMMipne took leave of her in the evening, 4^€ 

Hiiwlionedhisr intention of going to Bath £&t 

iihff^w days, and on his return^ ihould expe^ 

^ Iw^ifinal anfwen 

^>^'vd&8 foon as he had left her, (he ruminated 
"^^^oii^l tlat he had iaid— *his difinterefted gene- , 
Itifity-^tbe certainty of a {»'ote£tor for lif©-*- 
l^isid die perfidy of Dillon — ^all operated to in- 
i "S^uence her mind in his ^ favour. She wiihed 
V to have retained him as her friend^— a clofer 
L.^li€ was repugnant to her inclinations! but 
r - %i feraous reflection on her fituatiolf , pecu- 
^ liar and friendlefs as it was, determined her 
i^ondud: ; and fhe refolved never more, to Caft 
a* thought on him, who had proved himfelf . 
^niiworthy of her ; but to combat with her fe^U ^ 
logs, and accept the proffered hand of Mr. 
lohnflone. 

-'Previous to his retiirn, her dedfion was 
^lliade ; and after a fhort time, they were iihi* . 
'lied in the cathedral of Briilol. As fheap- 
^rbached the altar, (he caflt a tearful eye on th€ 
Botonument of Mrs. Mafon, The unfiniflied 
^lepititbti was yet in her pocket* She liad ftot 
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£nceretunved thef«e. The fufce|]itihli^ 
mil account for k» 

For a few weeks only, Mr. and Mn^ 
ftone continued at Shir0hampton# He _^ 
propofed her accompanying him to W\slim^ 
and in a bleak and dreary part of PembH;^^ 
ihkey where the incefiant torrents (weeptl^^ 
lofty mauntaine^ was the naturally lively^ jfi '^ 
good-humoured Loiiifa, condemned to pl^l^ 
away her days in folitary farrow, &r the chpi# 
|he had made. \ ij^ 

Mr. Johnftone now unveiled his teal ^ct^f 
rader, which was moroie, avariciou?^ ai^e^ 
pver-bearipg. He fa^ no company ^bi£t A f^^ 
mafters of trading veflels | and the c 
between her former fociety, i^d prefent in 
of life^ was too wide, not to cxeate in her 
fom a wifli for a medium« But, alas ! 
were her wiflies. To the ^bt of her tyrant 
dared not div^ilge them^^and if ihe lutd5 
would not have availed her ! Frequently, 
imgeneroufly, he upbraided her with par 
for Dillon ; and not being aware, that to b 
felf aloQc, mud: be attributed her ftate of 
jedion, afcritted it to what he indignantly 
med , • that unworthy paffion ! ' 

Near two yein paflfed in tbk ftate of 
able exiftence, and he had not yet perfi 
Jhis promafe of iKvrit»Q^ to the admiral, to 
0n her^ part, his for^ivenefs. His nid ' 
not doing fo was unknown to Louiia 
^ad a powerful one. 

His father had paiTed the belt part q£ 
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ift purfd^ of a man of war, and bad realized m 
eoafiderable p^roperty. To Admiral Sydney^s 
notice, he had maay years fince, introd ueed 
his Ton, who was afterwards favored by him^ 
'^th a recommendation to the fame employ*^ 
ment. In the firfl: ihip in which he failed, ho 
became fo extremely obnosdous, by kb info-^ 
legcland brutality, that it was feared a g^ie«^ 
fal mutiny would take place, and the captain^ 
to pacify thofe under his commsmd, found 
himfelf obl%ed to promiie, that he would take 
Ib^'firft opportunity of fendkig Jdmftone om 
iBidre-— which was done accordingly, 
I Ilritated by a conduft, that he bad, neverw 
^telefs, fo well deferved, he returned to Eng- 
hiidy and, his father dying fooa after, he fuc< 
caeded to fome dioufsutds, smd meeting, ac«^ 
ciientally, one day. Admiral Sydney, he re« 
la^d a variety of untruths, refpefting his for-^ 
mer captain, which were anfwered by the ad^ 
miral's requefting Mr^ Johnjftone to difpenfe 
t^ith any more recommendations from, of ac* 
quaintance with himfelf, the captain pf whom 
he fpoke being a gentleman, not only of high 
•birth, but of the moft amiable character, and 
l^betng, likewife, one of the braveft and moft 
|4x^i%uifhed oflScers in his maiefty's navyi^ 
i^£1^ (^fenced, Mr. Johnflone had notfaing^ 
^f^%itto make his bow, wluch was coldly re«^ 
iri^ by the admir;|l, who, from that homy 
svlr^lilbdefcended to notice^ thou^he £r^ 

|niry^.withJ\i0i,;v. v^. ■.' ,.i v-m^lM 
ferjjp^to 
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admiral would receive and acknowledge 
Johnftone as a fon4n-law. No ; he^.^!to^ I 
of that gentleman's opinion, and, fo &r 

^ making an application of that kind, ^ 
him to remain ignorant of the marriage, 
the perfuafion, that, if he became acqiiaifliil 

. with it he (hould not ii^eirit his property $^btl^ 
(hat it would be limited to the fole dt^^N'^ 
of his wife. To fee her made independent lo4 
himfelf, would be more mortifying thaa^hli 
prefent fituation. He was determined ux^4 
gttlate her own particular expences bf t^ 
poverty ; and though, to gratify his own^fMlt 
penfities, he kept a, good table, and lived od#r« 
wife well, yet he ftinted Iter in every thi^^-i^ 
which he wsLs not perfonally concerned. Mid 
gavq her more the appearance of an t^er^ilta'% 
vant, than of a gentlewoman, from wfaichr #ye 
had never derogated, fave in that one inftaaoe^ 
of uniting herfelf to i&im* >^ v. 

Mrs. Johnftone was now far advanced 4ii 
her pregnancy, and her hufband informed tier 
that he was obliged to go, for a monthyto 
London. 8he fervently folicited his j^erndffion 
to. accompany him, but he was deaf to heic. Jnf» 
treaties. He departed the next mourning, leair* 
ing her the large fum of ten pounds, rndk^j^^ 
gardlefs of her perilous fituatiou, witfaoufi^': t 
friend to comfort her, or even a nurfe pfcH^ 
ded for her. 4;;^^^ , 

Driven by the bafenefs and cruelty of 
man, almoft to defperation,fhe remained 

faxi«it/y^ for «ae w.eefe ^X^ bi\ de?? 
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ihea^formed the refolution of clandjsftine- 

riiig his houfe. In the days of his early 

pigiftierafity, Mr. Johnftone had prefented bis- 

l^^iKewkh acdnfiderable lum of money, to en- 

|^^:#& her to purchafe cloaths, and other arti- 

[uf^i^, of which fhe ftood in want. Of this Ihe 

^'l^lfaicl employed but a {mall part, and had hoards 

^^i^ ^he remainder for a future emergency^ 

i«^ to her an ad of" Provi- 

•j4«nce in her favour. She flew tb the cabinet 

li^Ei- which her money was depofited ; and on 

^^leomting it, found that (be wa^ miArefs of near 

u «lra hundred pounds. 

p|raSberefoIyed to travel in the moft economical 
[|:p^nner, and to conceal her real name, endea* 
>- uteuring, by every means in her power, to 
^v^udfi the purliiic of her tyrantyandto repair to 
J London, to obtain information, if poilible, of 
her father and her aunt. She arrived at MarU 
N^ i^borpugh, but found herfelf unable to proceed 
; >jaty iarthcr ; and, after waking two or three 
i|w #ays^ the inn, in hopes of amend oient, (he 
W^^ti^mfidered, that, in her then fixation, it was 
Na^obable, that an interview with her father 
^<9^ould be attended with confequences the moft 
f^BXdX to berleif ^ and that fhe would have a^ 
|i l#mble claim on his pity^^ and his zStOipxi^. 
|iiprt»Bn ihe prefented ta him, with herCdf, her 
^ibikl. 

i: Worn ^it by anxiety of mind, (Ee refolved^ 
^^n feduding herfelf from the eye of obferva** 
:ilonf tod having paid wha.tSfe^^ "^v ^5aar 

kmp, wafld^ed till ftie i^wiJcitdw ^ic^ ^sswS^ 

O %. 
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where, esdiaufted by fatigue, ffie bt datvn, 
defcried at a fmall diAance, feveral c<Hl 
thinly fcattered about. 

Her fancy pi^lured to her, that in one fijf| 
thefe, flie might find a fectire afylum, till Iw 
day of trial v^jts over« With difficulty ^^ 
reached the place ; and the firft objeft tfaayt&ir 
beheld, was of a nature, to render her forgil^ 
ful of her own miferies^in her p^rticipaiidnu^ 
thofe of another. A woman, neatly^ atti 
was trembling at the uplifted arm of her fauS^ 
1>and9 who was execrating her in terms ctfai 
moft opprobrious, for having caught l»r :^ 
the a£l of giving visuals to a gipfey-wo 
for telling her fortune, forfoothf but An 
ihould pack off with Ker bag and baggage, Ml 
faid, if ever one of fueh darkened his d 
again. " a 

Louifa, though by nature estremelf gentle, 
was yet bold and courageous, when (he faw{ 
tyranny exercifed againft any living thi 
fave herfelf. Widi a look, that made vie 
tremble, (he commanded him to de^ft ; at 
fame time adding^ that if he continued his bruii{ 
"^tality, (he would inftantly return, to Marlb^j 
rough, take an oath before a magiftrate 
what (he bad witneffed, and had no doubt t] 
his condud would receive the chaftilement 
merited ; for, that an injured woman's wrongi 
were con(idered by the legiflature^ as am 
tant enough to be revenged by itw ^ 5f#] 

Cowardice is a conftant att^dant upon tjij 
tanny [ It (brinks^ nt the ihadow of courage 
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'^satA knowing^ t&oagh anxious to conceal ks 
sown^eformityy ftarts at the dread of deteftion. 
-TPhk was exa6ily the cafe in the .prefent in* 
"ftance. Luke Tbompfon was |n the habit of 
watching the motions of his. n^ghbours before 
;hd began to quarrel with his wife; and^never 
fCdumad to diflurb her peace, until he was 
well affured that they were either at their refi- 
peflive empk)yments, .or comfortably aileep in 
4teir beds ; and if, perchance, boneil Martha^ 
bis* wife, made a confidential friend of one of 
^^m^ he began, in pitiful accaits, to lament 
lier unruly temper^ and to aflert his own in- 
Jdocence. But^ when it fo happened, that any 
lof the OTtf« of her own family, vifited her from 
Marlborough, Martha was praifed by herhuf- 
Imndy as a pattern of wives, for every humane 
'and endearing qualification^ 

Peace being reftored, Louifa idkax with the 
fxertions of the day, enquired of Martha, 
whether (he could inform her of any decent 
\fbiC9: in the neigbbhurhood, where ibe could 
remain tiH fhe was delivered,, heir hufband bei- 
ing, the faid, abroad ;. and illnefs having over- 
token her, while on hes journey to her family"^ 
and friends. Her languid countenance and 
;lieavy eye, corroborated the truth of her affer/* 
tion i and to thefe fhe added a more powerful 
^entive to the breaft of Luke Thompfoiki 
JShe produced a purfe containing a few gui- 
neas y and this fhe did, left they fbould fufpe^ 
her to be an adventurer^ tvbo, from finifler mo* 
tivei^ wiihed ta feaete herfelf and, perfaa^s^ 
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to defraud the poor. To obviate fii^^ 
fafpidons, flie likwife thougKt it itece^ 
add, that flic had a fufficiency in the/ 
of a banker, at Briftol, to defray, withlil 
lity, the expences of her lying-in j< hur 
for family reafons, privacy was her dhl 
which perhapa^ at a future day, flie might^ilij 

plain to theoi. -^# 

Two confiderations^ and they were veri 
ferent ones, influenced Luke Thompfen 
his wife. The former thought on thejpui 
on the good qualities of the lady's clotl 
and on the profit which, it was probahle^^ 
fhould derive from her becoming an itii 
in his houfe. Martha was biaflSjd by an<$!lil 
motive. The dignity with which the lady 
drefied her hufl^and^ and, by it, intiniidj 
him, convinced her, that^ fl>e would here; 
prove a prote^ion from that violence, 
whick flie bad fo frequently fuiFered the effc 
and that flie would derive. confequenc&^< 
fuch a lodger, the idea of which confeque^t 
was dear to the heartof Mardia. ^ 

Loui£si l^d thrown herfelf,. uninvited into 
^hair,.and received tKe glafe » of water of whi< 
file flood in need, when- flie arofe to withdravrj 
pleading her £atigue as an excufe for her ^: 
icty to retire for the night, into any houfb thai 
would receive her until the mornin^^ whto * 
was her intention, fce faid, to retuni to .M 
borough, and to proceed, if poflible, on 
jpurney to London* ■ - -? ii. 

^e: was coadu£ted b^ Martha, at the 
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faufband, into an upper room, wfakli 
!^ ^^P»*i^ though very pUiftly furnilbed. A 
'* .1^^ which had nothing but cleanlineft to re* 
0mx&end it, had been occupied, they told her, 
W^ young female out of place, a relation of 
Alartba's, who was gone to Bath. Louifa he-^ 
Stated not in accepting their offer for the night 
-7«-aad an adjacent public -houfe furhiflied her 
with thofe humble neceffaries which are fo 
^^teCul to cpchaufled nature. A found and 
juvigorating fleep relieved the mental, as well 
j3^ bodily fatigues of Louifa ; and in the morn- 
ing, a pleafant fmile of approbation from het 
landlord, greeted her early prefence. Had he 
ziot^i^ade the firfl: advances, ^is probable that. 
I^ouila would have paffed his threlhold, and 
again encountered the tempefts of life, while 
leeking only to repofe beneath its calms. But 
he civilly and courteoufly enquired, whether 
Jhe could put up with the homely fare to whiclx 
himfelf and his wife were accuftomed ; afTuring 
her, that he would procure from Marlborough 
every thing fhe might require ; that there were 
feveral good dolors, there, and that they had an 
old woman in one of the neighbouring cottages^ 
"who wzs J^amous in fuch^ cSfes j and would no 
doubt, do her bed for the lady, whenever fhe 
was called upon. 

Louifa had already formed an attachment 
for the foreft. Jts romantic fcenery, which 
Uoailed no <;harnis for its inhabitants, pofieffed 
wonderous beauties in i&^r eyes ; and, in every 
lofty oak,, fhe thought fhe beheld a faered guar- 
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dim ! — ^The cottage ia whkh ike xtowl 
ftood at At entrance of that beautifol 
diftinguifhed b^ the name of Saternake^ 
leads tp the ftlpetb manfion of L<»rd Ayl 
-^he already knticipated the plea&ir^ 
ihoald enjoy ffojni perambukttmg that ff^M^i^ 
domain J and, though (hexoiridnot at^e^a^p^^M 
reconcile her mind to its confinenieat, ^ilil^ i 
Luke Thompfbn and his \^ife, ihe rei&^^r! 
that any fituation from which jQie could d^^lsl^ 
peace and ^uietnefa^ woutd be preferabietil^ 
expbfing her life, and the life of her imboi^||^ 
diild^ to^the dangers of precarious and |:^Ni||i 
fiiatul^c(»9ifinetiieni. She therefore, at oiiDi|pf 
aceepted the offer ;^ and put a trifling' fum iiail^^ 
die hands of Martha, who, overjoyed by i^l^ 
eommiifion, fpeedily e3^ecuted it, and reiiiriiQ# | 
from Marlborough before the dinner hou^i 
lo&ded with iuch requiiites as the preient wo^^n 
iiant demanded*^ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



€mtinuation of Leuifa^s Hijioty. The Catta^;;^ 
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this flate of mental derangement, (fbr^^ 
what other name can we give to a fituation (6^^ 
calamitous ?) did the lovely Louifa pafs neat^*| 
two lingering months.— «She eodeayoured tb^ I 
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I^Brfelf to the rade fociety which bcrielf 

Mtod 1 She was grateful for the attentibM 

^ip^iyed from it ; fhe would have repaid 

ttillf^ infinitely greater 

AwB'her ptirfe cojald then coxnra|i&d ; but fhe 

^4^ #iat .hier guardka angel flept ; and &at 
0l|;^as kecomea difcarded and folitary being ; 
ioifril^ <upoii with an ey^ of fufpicion,^yen by 
thfi^ Inborn flie fupported .; and, worft of aU, 
^«4^^]r<er fhe defceaded into her inmolLfelf^ 
fl^^met with nothing there but reproaches the 
mcijl bitter ; and difcovered, at a diftanc^ a 
pei^^^iv^ the mo£ baxren of refoarce !^^^ 
Sooltimes, (he wrung her hands in fpe^hlefs 
^Qi^y ; then wiped away her tear s,and joined 
M^tha in her bufinefs of the day. At other 
iimea^ fhe would wander among the woods, 
defolate and forlorn ; and often would her 
wavering mind repofe on fcenes long paft, 
while her quick fodt-fteps proclaimed variety 
of inteUe£t ; and fhe lamented that fatal period 
of hex happinefs, which appeared to her to 
have terminated all earthly profperity. 

Such were the wanderings, fudi the es:ift« 
mice of Louifa johnitone, until nature made 
tier moft powerful effort, and prefented to her 
a lovely boy l-^To do juftice to the conduft of 
Luke Thompfon, he had really, from Louifa's 
firft appearance in his houfe, paid her every 
attention ; wfaidi, whether aduated by felf-in« 

|v|ereft or humanity, had the fame effe£i:, and 

^ Diperaited on her mind with that eledric force, 
if which^att&dtr and comprehenfive oae aloi^ 
fufceptible* 
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v,For fcrcral hours, life' ftruggled 
tgainfl deatb% Youth and conllitution ail 
overcame the latter ; ^he p\d woman wm| 
conded in her eiideavours by a very 
furgeon^pf ]!4arlborpugh, ere the mome: 
carifis arrived, .which would prolong or :i 
Bate the life pf Lomfa Jobnftone. Hia 
eomoion perils of child*birth only 'inter 
the lovdy pother might have f pared the 
rator the an'gui& of her fubfequent hiiko 
but to tbe^ were added the labours of a 
frai^gbt with inwajd ftruggles, the moO: y 
ous in taufe. the mod direful in effed l-^' 
reader knows Enough of her hiftory to 
count for her prefent calamity. Were he 
norant of it, pages might be filled, wit 
fufficiently e:7q>laining the miferies atten 
on a mind difeafed,w^ich bears every fy 
torn of decay, yet pofiefies not the fhadow 
cure, or even that of temporary alleviatioiil 
Louifa yielded herfelf to affliction ; fhe furveyjr 
ed Martha as a benign angel, who pitied * ^ 
griefs, but who had it not in her power to 
ligatetbem; and, fearching in her own^foi]| 
the generous .qualities which prepondera 
there, conveyed them in idea to Martha's 
bailed them as her chof<en friends. 

' A certain degree of fuperftition had recei'v _ 
from childhood a welcome in the mind J^ 
Louifa i Ihe had even courted it fince the 
mencement of her forrows,'and hadconfi 
as ominous, every trivial event to whi 
f^ia]!ige;» of her late mode (^^xiHence 
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•given \>\rth. In Martha, •(he thought that Ihe 
beheld the chofen guardian of her fon j a«# 
to her care fhe intrufted him. While under 
the j^read of approaching diflblution, (he an- 
ticipated his infantine wrongs,— the cox^tumely 
of' his birth — and the • revengeful fpirii of his 
father, which would probably rife towards him 
fronl the aflies of her memory. When, oppo- 
fed to that bitter tefledion, ihe faw ift her child 
the grandfbn of Adihiral Sydney"^ ray of 
light broke through the dark cloud 4f her pre- 
sent fituation; and a iaint, )^ cheering hope, 
reprefented Martha, carrying her fmiliifg bur'- 
then to the feet of her father !— Her heart beat 
high with exultatio4 at the rapturous idea, and 
ihe refolved on repofing in Martha the moft 
unlimited confidence. Seleding, therefore, a 
time of day, when Luke was not expefted for* 
fome hours, fhe thus addreffed her :— 

^ I think, Martha, that I can depend upon 
your friendfbip for me,'and on your care for 
the prefer vation of my child ; a fecret of greit 
magnitude lies heavy at my heart, and to you 
I wiii confide it ! — Say, Martha— will you pro- 
liiife to keep it facred ?' V 

* Martha ferioufly replied in the affirmative. 

^ I am not,' continued Louifa, * the friend* 
lefs perfon I may have appeared to you. I 
have rich and powerfol friends } and tJ^ fliall 
f ettri£r4you, as yon deal by me P 

'inp^-folemn preparation, infpired MwiAit 

"' ^^ iratial awe fof 1^^^^ 
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gaycijile i^d animatioa to h^r featu^^ 
jog loiier bofpm her fleeping bab€^<|| 
j^Jit in the tears pf true afFeAioniai^ 
it^lnto the arms of Martha, •Alfred,' 
* is the name ihat you muft witnefs his y;|(| 
ing ; and do you anfwer for him to ,^i^ 
.af you wiU for yourfelf, when that QbiJ*^^ 
ttpon you, to remember the iujundi^Ufl^^ 
dying jnother-^' v :^^i_ 

• A dying mother !' cried Martha^i witli f^y^ 
ful amazement— xitt/ 

y^^ yes, Martha,V refumed Louifa, Vl;r. 
t^cword dying, becaufe— ^but tell me^^- 
th?!L, do you believe in dreams ?* 

• Indeed, and indeed, I do!* replied 
-jt-' #— * I remember— ^it is now, Ifuppofe,a 

r -years ago— •' 

*^ ^ Itis iio mattef,' interrupted Louife, * 
perhaps it is a weaknefs ; but I am glad 
think as I do, that what I have to fay jnay^^ 
. appear ridiculous, but Ijave its proper; elEb^^ 
you. For my^ow|ipart, I never had a dii^| 
which made any particular iiBpreiHon p%y^L 
mind, that was not followed by vi^hat f ^jC^j||^ 
c^ed it to import. But .why do I talj|c: ;| " 
dreams ? What I have t-o tell you, M^tba, " 
rather a vifion—' 








* A vifion ! what ! in eur houkt m^mjL 
aiked Martha— ^^ 

* Even here,* replied Louifa; *aod 
few nights before this dear infant faw the li 

/^ Aye/ faid Martha, * dreams at thofe 
^^jfery true, and I fuppofc vifipns ten 
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^ then/ refumed Louife, ' liften, aii^f 
you what liaw: — * ^ 

^li^as one evening, after I had ramblecf 
foreft, feveral hours, and was wearied, 
^Ikt under a large oak to repofe myielt^ 
ad leaning againft a projecting part of 
trunk. The letting fun glimmered 
Jitdl^hthe branches of tlie trees before me. 
[fell into a kind of dozei, fomething between 
leepingand waking. I thought, I perceived 
llje^ '-: fun fet, the moon fife, and millions of 
Itrs twinkle thtough the hemifphere. I gazed 
ideally on the moon, which was always with 
lie a favorite objefl:, and imagined I never 
her look fo mild and beautiful, when, to 
amazement, fhe feenied fuddenly trans^ 
Foteied into the bright image of a woman, rcr 
iieifiibling myfelf, and furrounded, as it were, 
wtihz circlet of liars. Oh ! it was a delightful 
HUdtt ! But prefently I obferved,'firft one ftar 
iifeppear, then another, and another, till they 
\f^t all vaniflied ; and (he image robbed of 
^iitilUancy 'of thofe ftars, remained like a 
'^andpenfive woman, ftill refembling my- 
Ei 'By-and-by there came a black cloud, 
wrapt the figured moon in darknefs^ 
f; foon pafled away, and nothing remained 
fe^^one poor little ftar, that feemed to twinkle 
bj^fi me, and at laft appeared gliding down 
the heavens, towards me. From this 
ie, I was difturbed^ by the bleating of a 
e iarrib, that had loft its mother.— Now, 
ha, l^need not tell you,^ what I think all 




« 



jy6 THE BEGGAR BOY. 

this means. I have prepared my mind. 
be a warning, God's will \>c dpne !— 1£ 
only a fantafy, it has had the falutary e$ 
fliewing me the neceffity of revealing 
to yoq, that let what will happen, this 
this helplefs babe, rnay not be left iii the.|ri 
world, without a witnels to declare whti^ 
what he is. Eut IJiave tired you, MartE^ 
to-morrow you fliall know more.' 

Louifa, having thus prepared the min4^ 
Martha, related to her, on the morrow, e^^ 
incident of her eventful life. She xeq^^ 
from her a folema promife, never to divji;^ 
but to her father, in the event of her fii^f^ 
bim, who fhe was. Martha gave her eli^^i 
confolatory affurance, and made a feriouiffi! 
to Louifa, that (he would leave no meana iQ^ 
tried, to find out the admiral. Mr. IVfu|||> 
the furgeon, coming in almofl: immedtaliii] 
after, the coaverfation ceafed^; and it ^ 
agreed among them, that Alfred fhould^ojy^l 
following morning, be taken by Martha tOcdi< 
village church, and there receive the nt^5^ 
baptifm-r-that gentleman and Martha, mali^ 
themfelves anfwerable as his fponfors^ Lpu^ 
yras exhaufted by fatigue, and fooii afte$|i 
into a profound lleep ; from which, after jfe]p^ 
?al hours, Ihe awoke, with a high fevety^^ 
other alarming fymptoms. 

Mr. Munro was kind and conftant ii|.|; 
attendance on her ; he was anxious to 
the name and quality of the fair (tranger; 
he was by nature, too modeft andunaHC^ 
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r to vrffli his curiofity gratified at theses:- 

bf anmher's peace, ile had once flight. 

<|&eflibned Martha, refpedrag her know- 

6 of the lady ; but (he was at that time to* 

I' ignorant of thofe circumftance?, with 

ch fhe was now fo fully acquainted ; and 

tT becoming fo, he never more addreffed 

^beir^n the iiibjeft. . 

/The next day, th^ youn]j Alfred waa re*- 

^teivtsai^ member of the church of England. It 

'^ti^oife' of thofe days, wherein nature appears 

'^'terbe at variance with herfelf ; when the hea- 

1^ %ens» united ag^infl: man, iffue their awful fiat, 

1^ tad menace overwhelming defl:ru£Hon. Sca^c^- 

;r J^ had they<entered the church, drenched with 

[the pouring rain, when a crafli of thunder. 

fe^emed to {hake its foundation, and the forked 

- "^htning darted upoiv the pa?ge <3f revelation. 
;W^ affrighted Martha trembled, as fhe tjio't 
*'^ the vifion of the fereft. Mr^-Munro, who 

- was^not wholly free from the prevalent fupe^- 
•ftitionsof the North of Scotland, augured 

^fiwae dreadful my ft ^ relative to the birth of 
? Ifee-young chriftian* They were obliged to 
p^lit near an: hour in the church ;. the curate, 
?'^^hofehoufe was hard by, not pofleffing that 
i Immanityy which fliauld b« the grand charac- 
^ *fiftic of his facred fun£lion,.difda»ined to take 
s^ny further notice of them than to/ receive bis 
-^1fee$"; and theclerkjioUowing the laudable ex- 
t^il^ple of his patron, ftood with the key in his 
lid^*|Jf anxious to clofe the door againfl- 
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Mr. Munro having a patient to attend'^^ 
Marlborough, could not accompany Maolii^ 
to the cottage, but prpmifed that the weadKi^< 
Ibould not prevent his being there ear^y in ik^ 
afternoon. Martha approached the bed wilfe* 
her charge; but what was her amazeixliat 
on finding it emptv ! She had intreated Lidur 
to remain in the houfe till her return } bat' 
that unfeeling monfter, callous to every fenti- 
ment of compaflion, had already cafVan^^of 
jeaLoufy on thofe conferences between his" w^ 
and Louifa, from which he was excluded ^ waA 
the groans of the dying would have founds 
mufical in his ears, had they contributed only 
for one moment^ to the gratiificatioB of i^ 
wifties. ~^ 

Martha's amazement, on finding the fadUfe 
thus unexpe&edly deferted, can be eaiier oofit- 
ceived, than defcribed. The mod tortoi'if^ 
apprehenfions racked her fouU She took At 
fral to a neighbour's cottage, and dien fet for- 
ward with all diligence, in queft of the iitf- 
hajppy fugitive. She had croffed the foreft:^iii 
various diredions, fearcely knowing whither 
' ib« went, when flie fuddeniy recolleded^a 
pool of water, at a fhort diftance, and thitter 
he r fleps inftinS:ively condudied her. On^a|>« 
proaching the place, fhe diicovered fomethlflig 
white, laying near it, and her fears feemed to 
be verified. Breathlefs with terror, Ihe h^ 
baftening towards the immoveable dt^sSl 
when, widi joy and horror united, fhe baliiil 
Louif^ motio&lefs, fenfelefs, and exteaded 
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fl^e ground. Martha, uttered a piercings 
fliHek, which was fortunately heard and noticed 
By a young peafant, who knew her j and they, 
together, bore the iil-fated Louifa to the houfe. 
The rain had penetrated her thin gj^rmentSy 
which fpioaked with the fever's fire ; and flie 
was put to bed* in the fame Hate of infenfi- 
bility in which (he was found. 

The attentive Martina ran to the cottage 
where (he had left Alfred, and prevailing on 
the w^man to take care of the lady till her re- 
ttsr n, went with all the hade (he could make, 
to Marlborough,, and found Mr. Munra 
mounting his horfe to attend them. From 
her report, he deemed it requifite to provide 
himfelf with proper remedies, and entered the 
cottagejuft as Louifa had opened her languid 
eyes ; and, though (till fpeechlefs, fignifkd by 
a look, that (he knew her friends were about 
her. 

She became gradually fenfible, and even 
compafed ; the fever feenpied to have exhauited 
itfetf for a while, though Mr. Munro gav;e „no 
hopes of its being fubdued ; he rather, he (aid, 
apprehended, that it would return wi^ incr$a-^ 
iing violence, before the next mornmg, and 
gave dire&ions to Martha,, what to obferVe du- 
ring his abfence* 

Towards evening, Ae reached har feeble 
hand to Martha, isvho, gently preding it^ be- 
dewed it with the unaffected tear of genuine 
^ 2 compaffion. * Poor lady 1' (aid (he, * 1 am not 
^ t^greatly born, like you-^yet 1 feel that J wifh I 
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was your mother— for then, perhaps yidiu 
been happier!' - i 

* ^ Reftrain your tears, good Martha/ 
wered Louifa, * and wifti not for the prolp: 
lion of a wretched exiftence. My (orro-m 
foon be over, and you have promifed tp, 
tefl: that innocent. Lofe no tim^e^ when Isfi^ 
gone, in endeavouring to find my fatheiS*^ 
Your cruel hufband will confent to thai ^ b?- 
caufe he will benefit by the difcovery as weU^r 
yourfelf. But, oh, Martha, remember my S^ 
junction! — ^Never fuiFer, that through 
means, an unnatural hufband and father, 
behold his offspring. Let the guardianfliip ofi . 
his youth be the admiral's xare— fo^ the faiic 
of a daughter that he once loved^ he will grant 
you this; requeft ; and oh, if it be pomblev 
Martha, remain with him — and when he'h 
old enough to comprehend you, tell himj^ t|lat 
like myfclf, he loft, in helplefs infancy, a mo* 
ther, whofe arm (hould have fupported hmi, 
whofe heart feould have cherifhed him, and 
who wifhed only to preferve life, as long aJj 
that life was neceffary to &*;72 /' r 

She ffi^tly articulated the laft word$ ; her 
head funk on her pillow, and Martha waslof 
opinion that the laft awful fcene was overrr*' 
after a fhort paufe, however, (he feebly rdfeil 
her head, and thus continued : \^\ ■\ . 

* Should I not furvive until morning, fm.:' \ 
will deliver my watch to Mr. Munro, as a fii^ ';! 
acknowledgment of my giaiitude, for hi^lbpi ' 
mane and friendly fervices J. yQu.will likewifij; 
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p. I^ijfent him with ten guineas. More than that 
I liim, you will find in my purle. In my pocket- 
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bqqk, which I beg you will immediately take 
fipito your poffeffion, and conceal frbm your 
lia^band, is a much larger fumj with that you 
will be enabled to take care of my child,, until 

.^^pu find my father, or fome jof bis friends ; and' 
the remainder will^I hope, be fufficient to fup* 
|K>rt you, uatil you are properly rewarded by 
them. The little flock of cloaths that I ha^e 
v^ith me, I requeft your acceptance of; with 
the exception of a few cambric handkerchiefs, 
marked with the inltialsy L. S. which belonged^ 
to me in happier days, as the lafi letter will 
teftify^ A miniature, too, of my father, which 
is fufpended round my neck, will put your 
veracity out of doubt ; take it, then, even 
now; and tell him whofe- femblance it bears? 

' that this tender, this parting kifs*-^ — while her 
trembling hands ftrained it to her cold lips,., 
^ conveys^ but a faint idea of the love that my 
heart has ever borne him/ 

Martha took the picture and pocket-book,. 
as defired, refolvingin her own mind, that her 
bufband fhould never fee them. Louifa lived 
till the return of Mr, Munro^into whofe hands 
(he gave her watch, and the money flie intend- 
ed for him*. She retained her fenfes for about 
an hour afterwards ; then called for her child, 
whom fhe affectionately embraced — beftowed. 

' a fweet fmile on the weeping Martha; and, 
holding one of the hands of Mr» Munro, 
which at the laft moment ftie violently preflfcd,. 
expired without a ^roan ! 
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Thus periflied in the twenty.fifth year^f 
a^e, the equally lovely and unfortunate Lo 
Johnftone ; and from her lad hiftory, this liic^^ 
ral at leaft may be drawn ; that, to the fo 
of bad example, are to be attributed moft^^^^,^ 
the calamities attendant* on human nature.4^^'1 
Louifa, with a mind as fufceptible as her fcii^^^ 
was graceful — -with everv charm of virtue an^f 
innocence, had yet imbioed from her aifnt .aij 
love of diflipation, and thofe fafbionable fraitM' 
tics which the moralift denominates vices, ai^ 
from having witneffed fo much duplicity, at*)^: 
length authorized herfelf, by example, to prac4i^ 
tice it. She forfook her aunt in her diftreft^f 
to avoid (baring it ; and not from any real SK/^ 
like to her way of life ; or from any cbmpunc^ 
tion that fhe felt, at the unwarrantable ex- 
travagance, which had fo often proved heaTt 
rending, as well as inconvenient to the aef^ 
miraK Her union with Mr. Johnftone, and 
bis' fuj)fequent conduft, appeared to be are- 
'tributlVe punifliment j and often, and heavily; 
did the fenfe of her ingratitude weigh upon 
her mind, and added felf-reproach to the lonj 
catalogue of her misfortunes. Mr.* Munro 
was of opinion, that, had it not been for ike 
cruel abfence of Luke, at fuch a critical pe*?, 
riod, fhe might have been faved ; and, that 
her immediate death was owing to the violent 
cold (he caught on the wet ground, during he/ltii^. 
delirium. Martha, on hearing this, accufe*! 
her hu(band as the murderer of Louifa, andi 
peace, which had never reigned for three day^^i 
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if^tertupted in the cottage, became, frpm 
' tS^timc, for ever excluded frpm it. 

JTiie grateful Martha put fix guineas into 
iBejiiands of Mr. Munro, which remained in 
tfiep^rfe, and intreated him to fpare no cx- 
p^nce in arranging the funeral, that all poflible 
f': re/pcd: might be paid to the remains of a lady 
r whoihad fo well deferyed it at her hands. — • 
^ Irmke was prefent at this converfation, and ths 
words^ *«^ eicpence^ refounded in his ears— he 
^iipjired wjiether all the money that was left, 
I w^ to be employed in gew-gawsfor thedead^ 
\ iaftead of the living being. juftly paid their 
own ?— and if he was to keep that woman, 
and let her die in his houfe, and be not a far- 
thing the better for it ?— This .afperity was, 
however, anfwered with becojning dignity by 
: Mr. Munro, who, putting the fix guineas into . 
the hands of Luke, informed him, that heir li- 
berality towards himfelf, made it needlefs to ^^ 
refort to them for defraying her Iq/i expeiice^, 
as it was his intention to take the whole charge 
J: of that upon himlel£ Mr. Munro forgot not 
; likjewife to remind him,.that from the firft hour 
of the lady's entering his houfe, (he had amply 
I &ipplied it in every refped. . 

Expoftulation, or argument, were alik« 
thrown away upon Luke Thompfon \ but th^ 
fix i^ineas put him into good humor j heton- 
i^l^d that the corpie ftould remain in the 
ho^, until the proper time for interment, and 
||^:piatcraag up his hat, went to regale himfelf 
"^ Wiifejbll fiieads leaving Martha to regulate 
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the bufinefs with Mr. Munro, in whatever ^ 
that gentleman might think proper. i;^^ 

Luke, who was in the habit, when he 
got any money, of flaying out for'feveral 
together, did not return home till the end 
a week, being the evening of the day on wy^.l 
the funeral had taken place* It was foJlo^etl^^' 
by Mr. Munro and Martha— the neighboi% 
before-mentioned, bearing little Alfred to t|#i 
grave of his mother. It was on thethirteeatbl 
day of his life, that he unconfqipufly witneflid^? 
a ceremony fo fatal to himfelf. Martha v^f 
become his fecond mother, and how well fc^| 
deferved the truft, will befeen hereafter* ^ 

-.'■•■v- ■<■■ 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



Woedland Scenes. 

T. ■ -r'-\-' 

HE reader has already formed his opinicii j 
of Luke Thomplbn. He has leen that he wat^.^ 
a morofe fellow, influenced only by his owU^ 
intereft, and reftrained only by a confiderati^ii ^ 
of his own perfonal fafety, from comm^^Mk 
the moft atrocious afts, and in the excdi 
his irafcible paffions, from laying violent! 
on his wife. Among thofe to whom they , 
mutually k:^own, he was detefted, in prcL 
tion as me was regarded j but tfcofe, iflde< 
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ii|^rc few ; for he affociated only with the low- 
i^v0f irhe loweft, among whom it was his am* 
fa^ioa to be chief. He was profiigat^ in the 
im^remes^and indulged himfelf in every fpcciei 
cf^k^ ; drunkennefs and brutality feemed to 
%^ fai$ principal delight, and he was not apt to 
dfoiider the complexion of any a6:ion thai|t- 
ioi&ald contribute to his gratification. His 
Bloral confideration never ftepped ihort of the 
pillows, and it was for the gallows, only^ that 
be entertained that reverential regard, which 
oilers ufually pay to the laws of their country, 
la this rcfpeft, it muft be confeffed, that lie 
had the example of many of bis betters, equal- 
ly flagitious and equally ikilfuh Of moft of 
thofe actions, which^in his inferior ftate, could 
t^ committed, without riiking his departure 
i^t of this world by means of the halter, be 
Imdbeen guilty* 

Luke had been an inhabitant of the metro- 
polis, and (bon became initiated in the myfte* 
ries ot the various (ituations which he had, at 
difierent tim^ iilted,ruch as oftler, chairman, 
porter, and others equally edifying. But from 
ijhMmely exertions of his ikill in thofe myfte- 
ries, he never long remamed on one fpot, and 
at^ length found it expedient to quit London 
aHogether. With a change of place, he de- 
fcrirmined to change his condud, as far as his 
ftrpng propenfities would permit him, and in 
bk^reiieait ftate^ he pfled for a tolerably ho- 
Heft fdtow, with one of the beft of wives, and 
of tlie worft of tempers^ Whea he was 



I 



its T;HE' BBCCAR BOY. f^ 

not immediately engaged in his vocation^ 
labouring in the gardens of the neighbou 
gentry, or in hedging and ditching in4he 
cinity of the for eft, he fpent mod of his iiOH^j 
It a (mail piibUc-houfe in Marlboroxigfe^-^ 
markable for 'being reforted to by ^company 
his own clafs, and ivhere he had always Ihb 
credit of being chalked behind the bax/dotor 
to a confiderable amount. Like many of kk 
fuperiors, he had a turn for gambling, and of 
his debts of honor, there flood frequent imi^ 
morandums over the mantle-piece of the )a^ 
lord's tap- room. Whenever he was afked 6^ 
mon^ which hexauld.not pay— ^wheneve^ he 
had been alofer at play, or unlucky in his beb 
•—or whenever he had been offended by aft* 
other, whom he had not the courage to coiy 
re€t-^poor Martha, his wife, was fure to fed 
the effeds of his ill humours, by continu^ 
abufe, or brutifh fulkinefs. - * --n 

He bad condu£led himfelf with uncommdn 
decency ever fince Louifa's Lying-jnn/and iris 
poffible that her death might have had a coii& 
derable iniluenpe upon him. A fhort time'a& 
ter that awful event, however, he began miid^ 
ly to expoftulalte with his wife, and to enquirt 
what was to be done with the child ? for lie 
&id, he had no notion of their keeping Ak 
children of other people, who could <fo il 
maintain themfelves. Martha, gratified bj \bt 
change fhe obferved in his manner, and wAh 
Hng to prevent future altercadbn, told hia^ 
that the lady had left in her care^ fuffidcm ii 
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fifel^ the child as it ought to be kept, and that 
^i^rad enable them to live decently without 
^^Biuch labour on his part. With this he was 
j^fe&ly fatisfiedy and continued for upwards 
l^^yeavj to bdiave with decency to hi§ ^ifc, 
^mA fonie degree of attention to the child^^ It 
wai long fince' Martha had experienced (o 
tUQCh contentment. She became evexy day 
mdre attached to ^Alfred, and 'faithfully fulfill- 
edi her duty. Such, however, was the ftatct of 
Aechild'shealth, that Marcha was quite con*- 
fined by her attention to him, and was obliged 
to fix upon adiftant period, for enquiring after 
the admiral; about which £he was not fq foli- 
cieous^as the. reftoration of Alfred's health, 
snd having^the means of his immediate fup* 
port in her hand. Having turned the year^ 
&e child's health began- to underga a change 
(br the better, and Martha now projected fet*^ 
iing out in fearch of Admiral Sydney, 
. A few weeks previous to this, Luke Thomp- 
Q>n had begun to revert to his former vicious 
habits^ and to pafs moft of his time at the pot- 
boufe, where he had indulged himfelf to fuch 
excefs in gambling and drunkennefs, that, in« 
dependent of/pending the money affigned for 
i](is recreation, his debt there had arifen to a 
larger fum than ufual ; for his credit had been 
extended, in confequence of its being known, 
that a gentlewoman had lodged and died ia 
bis houfe^ and he was one night fo much out 
^ the good graces oirthe godd^^fs who presides » 
ever ^//tfa^rx) and tloe more rapid ^a me o£ 
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jPtt^^thath<5 rcfolvcd on the raoft il ^^^ 
means of fatisfying bis demands ^ and teix 
mg his credits 

. It was but the day before^ ihat a vipl^n^ 
tercatiou had taken plac& between blm 
Martha, refpefling the mon^y whieb 
Johnftonehad left, and a part of which he ^ 
infilled upon devoting to his own purpofes* 
This^ Martha had properly and ftrenuoi:Ul){ Tfe^ 
fifted^ and even went fo rar as to threaten j^f 
ting all that Mrs* Johndcme had left intObt^ 
hands of their landlord, aitd relaxing to JMm 
all the circumftances regarding, it and ^f 
child, ior wht^e proviii<>n it was intended* Hjf 
welt knew the affedion Martha bad conceiv^ 
for Mrs* Johnftone and for the child^ and tmt 
ihe was likely to* carry her threat into e^ieicu- 
tion, having acquired, by the protedion <^ 
Mrs. Johnftone, ftronger refolutions to of^of^ 
his tyranny, eipecially when it fliouid cxte^ 
beyond herfetf, and become more particularly 
atrocious. 

On his return home from Marlborough, he 
ruminated on thefe things. He had been toa 
deeply engaged in gambling to he much ii^ 
toxicated, and arrived at his cottage about o^ 
o'clock in the morning. Having let himfelf 
in with a key, which he always carried, ^^- 
ftruck a Kght and proceeded to the bed-rootn, 
where lay the infant. Alfred, in the arms i^ 
Martha, both of them fail afleep. .^^^ 

V ijis thoughts were of dreadful import, asj^jp 
ftoo^ pondering over the Numbering innocexniii 
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Hartha's late refiftance, and her detcrmi-- 

nation to be faithful to the poor little Alfred, 

had excited in his heart a degree of hatred 

. Jtgainfl: her, which all their former animofities 

' liad not been able to create— fo great is the 

atitipathy of growing vice to aftive virtue ! 

iiJ^hilft he ftood, irrefolute what to do, and 
his mitid was worked upon by the moft dire- 
ful paffions, his countenance underwent va- 
riety of change— atiength, putting the candle 
cwi a chair, he drew from his pocket a long 
cl|ifped knife, which he fuddenly opened with 
a fort of rapid ferocity^ and again taking up 
the candle, approached the bed, Whilft the 
light' trembled in one hand, with the other he 
feemed to fjrafp the knife firmly • 

Lookingin the face' of- Martha, he paufed.- 
The fcowl of revenge fat on his brow. In thar 
important moment the infent^ awoke, and 
ftretch^d forth its little hands towards the light. 
Fearing left it fhould cry, and awaken bi& 
wife, he extended his arm to ftrike the deadly 
bIow< The ehild, in reaching towards the 
light, fed on the. bofom of : its fofter- mother,, 
who, at that inftant, awaking from-a dread- 
ful dream, looked aghail: on her huiband, and 
cried, * Good God protcft me ! was it not a' 
dream.? Is it you, Luke ? What's the matter.?' 
She raifed herfelf in the bed, and feeing thet 
biife in his hand^ fcreamed aloud, and clafped • 
the child to her breaft — ^ God protefl me andi 
the child !' fhe exclaimed. ^ Luke Thompfoa^ 
why do yoa look fo terrible ? What are^ Yiwa* 
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gcniig to do vhh that knife ? Gpd 

protcfl: us!* -j^^'^ 

* Neither God nor deYil/ returned he, 
ting down the candle, ' neither God nor desH^' 
IhaTl protcft you, imlefs yoti tell me where y€Hi[ 
have hidden the money/ . _^^ 

^ Hear me, Luke,' (he replied, ^ deir Ldk^p ^ 
bear me 1* ' <^.^ 

^ I will hear nothing/ faid he, feating himj^^ 
felf onthebed,and grafping one of herarms^r 

* Tell me where the money is, or*— and S0 
his other hand he again grafped the knife* m 

The child, as if confcious of what was pa£i^ 
fing, (hriekied, and clung clofe to Martbi^x: 
hiding its face in her bofom. Lettifi|^' 
go her arm, he puibed the infant on one fidi^^ 
and elevated his hand with the weapon^>^ 

* Luke Thompfbn,' faid Martha, calmly, *atto . 
this would not frighten me, and I fhould car#' 
nothing about dying, only for that dear littkr 
infant/ 

* Curie the baftard !' exclaimed Thompfbfi,^ 
^ I will da(h out its brains againft the wall ^ 
and arofe to put his menace into execuilon.-*^; 
Martha, in an agony, cried out— 

MIold, Luke! hold ! I will give yo^all the 
money/ i;^ 

* Quick, tben !' faid he — * tell me where it- 

is?' •■ - -H^ 

^ It is at the bottom of the old oak cheft^ 

under my beft gown,' anfwered Martha. -^^ : 

* That's enough I' faid Thompfon^ ^ ^ T#iili 

Ik ftiur 









^*. t ft E B £ G G A K B 6 Y. igi 






He went into the next roam, where the cheft 
ftood, and taking the money, extinguiflied the 
HgHt, and rulhedj^recipitately out of the houfe. 
* But what words can paint the boned indig- 
nation, which filled the bread of Martha, on a 
condncl iTo atrocious ? Fain would fhe have 
pjprfuaded herfetf to believe, that herhufband's 
i^ihd was labouring under the influence of 
temporary infanity — but his repeated afts of 
lOTitality towards herfelf, had long ' fince con- 
vmced her, that his heart, not his head, was 
the moft fatal enemy to himfelf, as wtll as to 
fier— and the afFe£tion fhe once bore him be- 
ing now wholly^extinguiflied, (he refolved on 
trufling her own fate, and the fate of her 
charge, to providence alone ; firft fatisfying 
herfelf as to the extent of his ungenerous and 
cruel depredation. 

She arofe from her bed ; the grey dawn was 
dimly peeping through the wood ; but her cu- 
ridity, impelled both by aftonifhment and 
£ear, determined her on exploring the cheft— 
Ihe therefore ftruck a light, and wiping away 
the tears which her efforts could not controul, 
proceeded to minute inveftigatioa. 

Not a vcftige of her property remained in 
the cheft ; {be had fooliftily flattered herfelf 
thsit fome part of it he would have left, were it 
only to avoid the fcandal of the robbery, which 
when known, would fubjed him to the fevered: 
punHhment, All, all was gotie !--— and with 
cfaUped hands and ft reaming eyes, ihe befought 
the Almighty^ to pity and protect the or^haa^ 
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and to fliieW her from the ftdrm, ib the 
of which fhe now ftood defencelefs ! ^ ' 

She retired to bed, and, balhing whh 
tears the fleepkig Alfred, found, that from ip*: 
nocence could beextraded confolation« Sifti 
had been to him a^ faithful fervant, and a gua^ 
dian. It was to fave him from ignominy, thiit^ 
Ihe had confefied to her hufband fhe had th^ 
mean^ of fupporting him. Thus, are the hiw 
and pureft motives* often produftive oftfel 
word confequences', and the mod upright hcaSt' 
Gounteraded in its endeavours, by the machin^*" 
tions of the. vileft ! "^ 

Martha arofe early, with a determination <^ 
going to Marlborough, in fearch of herhuC' 
band.^ Leaving, therefore, the unconfciout 
Alfred, in a fweet fleep, fhe went, to a-cott2^^ 
about a quarter of a mile's diftance, to requdi 
the woman belonging to it would take cane of 
him till her return* Dame Goodman, bet 
neighbour, promifed to be there, within diie 
hour,iind Martha returned home to wait her 
coming. ! 

Tbefirft objeft that flruck her eyes, wa$ 
the door of her cottage broken open. For 4 
moment, terror overcame her, and fhe floo^ 
aghaft, expeding to find Alfred murdered by 
her huiband. She quickly, however, gained 
courage to afcend the narrow flair-cafe ; and 
hearing no noife, become more compofed. SM 
approached the bed* Alfred was no loiig^v 
there ! The wretched Martha funk upon "Oik 
^jxouad i. nor arofe from it until fummond^] 






SJI^^U' , -? M- * « E C G.A.R , B ,p v.. 



5HP 




lour Goodnjai?^ wbo>beiag informed 
:of th^^oublecataftroplh?, recommeixdcd it ta 
}^\mt to lofe time ia vain repinings, but to 
gfe every immediate exertion for the difcovery 
gf . the child. l\irs, Goodman recoUefted, 
tl^i}i^ had Ceen feverai gypfies lurking about 
Ui^ day before, in the woods j and it occurred 
ta.her> that he had been ftolen by fome of 
tbem. She acquainted Martha with her fuf^t 
l^cions, who comforted by the idea that he 
^irs^^ not owardered,^ determined to go in pur* 
fait of the gypUes, and relinquifhcd every idea 
of feeking bet worthlefs bufband^ to whom 
^kme (he could attribute all her prefent 
mifcries. 

I Leaving, therefore, her old neighbour ta 
tsjte care of ber houfe, fbe plunged into the 
thickeft parts of the foreft, which: refounded 
with her cries. Scarcely knowing what ihe 
did, fbe continued her perfevering and ufelefs 
ijearch, until the fhades of evening fell on the 
brown l^liage of the woods^ and rendered 
their natural gloom ftill more melancholy.—' 
Exhaufted by fatigue and hunger, the wretch- 
ed Martha refolved to give up her unavailing 
fearch until the morning, and return to her 
fprfaken home. 

. She wa's now more than five miles diftant 
from it, and was confidering on the near^d 
road fee could take, when fee was accofted by 
a traveller on horfeback, who humanely en- 
QuireAiiito the caufe ctf her grief. She briefly 
|elated to him the lofs of Alfred, and he in* 
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formed ber^ that about half an iiour before 
had' pafled feveral gypfies, who had tuiti<wt/J 
the right <rf the wood, and thither ihe de 
mined to proceed. ;jj* 

Aftei" thanking, and taking Ieav« of " 
ftranger, fhe purfued with ^wearied ftepj^ itf 
folitary way ; and foost after perceived at JbtM^^ 
diftance, a>fmoke itt^the woods. She advaii# i^ 
Gcd towards it with precipitation, and obferf*^^ 
ed a gleam of a lacge ^re. Bm the difbiycN^^ 
was far more confiderable than ihe bad at fif$^^ 
apprehended. v 4&^ ' 

It was dark ere ihe was near enough to ul^| 
tinguifh, that round the fire were, lit ting man^- 
peffbns of difFex'ent fexes and ages. .1 he fioM^ 
midable afTembly intimidated Martha^ whatfe 
l;>eart gj-ew faint while (he furveyed them, zv^' 
\<rhofe body was t^o miKh debilitated by fair 
tigue, to m^ke efcapepoflible) had fhe attempts 
ed it. She walked feveral times round tbs^ 
circle, to fee if fhe could difcover any children^ 
among them, and perceived feveral, whc^' 
flained faces proclaimed the nature of their o(^- 
cupation. The crackling faggots diffiifoA 
light and heat around, and a fudden blaze dif«^ 
covered to the inquiring and diftrafted eye of'' 
Martha, the infant Alfred, fleeping in.th^ 
arms of a very ancient female- ? 

: Martha, wbofe giadnefs fuperfeded fear,^ 
gave a fcream of joy, and running up tothem'/ ' 
repeatedly cried out, Vmy child !— my child fe: . 
— fgivemeiny child!' — The amaaemebt aa^ , 
eonfufion of ihofe whom flie addreffed, far*^ 
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^l^aflbd even her own — (he fell on her kqcies 
pbcilpre them, and ftrove by every argument to 
I convince them of her claim, and to excite 
their companion ,; but they were imihoveable, 
p and pofitively refufed to furrender him-— they 
^'" fifiickt in low voices to one another, and made 
figas which were to her incomprebenfible— at 
l^ ihey unanimoufly 2^greed,.that in order t<3 
jM'eveuat her from informing againft them to 
the neighbouring magifiirates, it was indifpen^ 
fibly neceffary ihe (hould become one of tbsm» 
r Martha flood d^jefted andiirrefolate before 
thern^ To leave Alfred was imppffible— to 
take him from thefe people, intowhofe hands 
lie had fo uofaappily fallen, fhe now found to 
be equal ly fo. The idea of becoming one of 
their fraternity, was not to be fupported by 
^ generous*minded Martha, who at length, 
fummoning courage, refoiutely declared againft 
k. Scarcely had ihefpoke^j ere ihe difcover-r 
ed among the cro^d, the fame wotHan who had 
fo exafperated Luke, byxelling her fortune, 
and to which was owing the introduction of 
Mrs. Johnfton^^^to her cottage. In her, whom^ 
fee had fo liherally rewarded, ihe now hoped 
to find a friend, nor was fhe thoroughly mifta- 
It^en^— the woman recognized, and came up to 
ber-r-advifed her to fubmit to their wifhes, 
other wife her life would be in danger. 

Martha ftill perfifted in her refufal, and 
wept bitterly* An old woman, who appeared 
to be at the head of them, arofe from the 
ground on which ihe was fittingi and com?' 



■>*, 




;«*^; 



■A.I 



' -''--' 



m 



ttinde^ja^ce, white (h?%Jl|p5^ll^^ 
HSuulh^rityi^wd .^hat flie faid to|P$ vaciir^ 
fet>«iiriv6 abedience. Thel^eaker; 
Mattha^aod left it to her choice^ eitlyi;^^ 
cept her offer of becoming one oft 
fec^ Alfred periih_ia the flames. Mafi^: 
dered, and at once became a feeming^ 
to tbeir life and principles. She wasf^fi 
take a fort of oath of itilegiance to 
comnlatiders^ who in return for her 
cence, delivered up AJfred to hetxare. 31 

\A place was made for her in the rkvg 
her old acquaintance, and at the firet 1 
goofe and iSeveral fowls roafting, on tbeth 
of which they congratulated the principiSj 
toiner of the day* Bladders, filled wij^ 
rits, were produced, and mirth and joUitj^ 
vailed, fave in the fad breaft of Martha»/til^, 
k finding her child ^ had loft her oiKrn, ai«ft||||§ 
liberty, perhaps, for ever ]-r-The converili^p 
was foieiy illative to the occurrences of ^ 
day. ^ 

The gypf^y charafter was at once dev 
to Martha, who, though (hecou!d notbnt^ 
in abhorrence their ptaftices, was yet p^ 
to obferve the fidelity and good- Willi' 
reigned among them, and a particular refp 
for her, who (eemed to be their leader^ wM^S 
had the good efFc.fl:, at leaft, of prevemii^ amp 
of that improper language, one fhould natur:aU]r 
©xpefl to hear in fuch a community. She^^l 
warmly folicited to eat with them ; but;^^j 
many hours bad palfed fiace fte had takea 
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Kance, that (he was now faint, and icfef^ 
|)abIeof re^jciying it. They reqaej^ed ftef W 
.drink ; but the idea of poifon operated od i^r 
mind, and fhe peremptorily re&ifed, althougli 
prcffed by thefevereft calling of nature. Wl|ite 
jn the aft of combating between inflind all'd 
reafon, her eyes fell on thofe of an old mah^- 
who was atieniively obferving her. A lookof 
conoiity, intermingled with gratitude for btl 
attention^ fixed the watchful gaze of Martha^ 
She remarked that he was called Gerald, and 
fhat be was chief among the men, as the fe- 
male before-mentioned, was among the wo> 
men. Gerald feized an opportunity of feating 
himfelf near her— and gueffing in part, frb^n 
her wan countenance, the motive for her re- 
fbfing any nourifliment, took a horn, whijeh 
bad been repeatedly filled already, and repk^- 
mfi)ing it, fird drank from it himfelf, and tbtii 
folicited her with urgency to take the reml||}»* 
der. Martha was not infenfible to tht g^^- 
rous offer, and the niode taken to con '"" "" 
Ker of the harmleffneft of the liquO|| 
£iiea raifed a blufh, which flic Md 
nie exhilarating beyerag^^ 
j^nfibly more reconciled to |i^ 
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Erratic Scietk^t 

||t, HE night paflfed^ as may hcrti 

I|fted. In a large, but decaying f 
f|t contentedly, for Alfred was hf^ 
7 rooming fbe fubmittcd 

Tdudance to their manners, and a 
accuftomed to their fbciety. During' 
i6erald watched his opportunity, anit 
l^iyate converfation with M'artha. 
^^lained to her the myfteries of a ; 
%T^d prevailed on her to reconcile h^l^I 
icSti which feemed for the prefent to bt* 
lsdble» and which would, on further 
ance, prove not ahogether unplea&iitt 

^ There v/as fomething foothtng fo Ma 
in the manner of Gerald j fliefubftitot ^ 
plication for argument, and endeavoure 
every gentle reprefehtation, to win him 6ti 
herintereft^ He would not fuffer her jfo 
her difcdinrle, but ingenuoufly aOurfecFf 
that, nowever his inclination might lefcil*' 
to ''adopt her opinion, and to befri^i 
fifties, it was vain for her to attempt to^wi 
die engagement into which he had elite 
The laws of their community ordained ifipi^ 
6bedience to their chiefs, and enforced aj# ^^ 
on themfdves, which prohibited their^^ever 
djiig themfelves in the power of one anp 
" farther informed her, thatthe race af» 
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property, ^Imc^fat- 
fpd^w they may find iii the ^Sfet- 
saii4 woods, in which they qhufe # 
^ rii;?tedipcrary refidence ; and, that they aifi> 
;d^^er the neighbouring villages as bc^m4 
1^ i^^y iheir wantSi which when they cani^t 
l^n by fair means, they conclude themfelyt* 
^^i^feged to fteal ; and do it without remcwrfty 
^^g^ paiiifli the narrow-minded beings, who 
P: j^uld fee them^perifli by hunger, rather tkau 
J|J^ them by gratitude ! 

But the particular art on which Gerald ex^r 

{il^iated, was now augmented to a fcience^ aiid 

j^psi^ekiucd by hhn, as not only the moft 

l^rative^ but the mofl: interefting. Thisws^ 

ibt occult feience, or the art of fortune-telling t 

^wbich fucceeded, he faid, beyond their moit 

fwguine expedations, and was, in reality, the 

jpfiiiy amuieoient which could divert their 

imn^s from the more important bufinefs of 

^ir fundlions* Gerald fini&ed his kindex- 

opftulatioh by apromife of inftru£Ung Martha 

& the occult art ; and ihe left him ilili more 

t&onciled to her wandering fituation. 

^-iWhen Martha had leilure to return to feet 

U Lip^n mind, and to draw from it the acute fehfe 

rafiteiSeftion, (lie ruminated on the cony?r(a- 

^ ^n fee had held with Gerald, and judiciouily 

> ^ncl^ded, that more is to be obtained from 

(^^4u]ity than from charity. She was (hocked 

: ilflf id<^ of that prevalent felfi(hnefS|t- which 

I ,^£a|^|es benevolence in favour of momentary 

l^j^^t^l^n. M Both perhaps, cannot conveni« 
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^ bfe^tiidca to r aii^f ii^^^i^^ 

|fe?k%e^ia|ter fo gcneratfy jw^i^ 
cfiJfdithfe poffilnUty of giving #ay to i|iS 
''^JDuting the converfaiion of O^caj^^i 
Mtrtha) the gypfies were forming th/ 
into" different parties— fome of them ixr 
^Strtelling, others wefe\y7/7/ courtTngl^^ 
Uitrs paffed th« day without any matei^i^ 
currence, except that of conftrufting teji^ 
iy hovels for the nighty as is their cuftomiv^fa^ipj 
^ver they intend to remain beyond fottl*-a:^4 
twenty houts^ Th^ next morning, liovirei^eifi 
Wartha determined to make one more c 
to regain her liberty. She therefort|^ 
l^eat humility, pleaded her caufe befi^fe 
auguft aiTenibly ; but found to her forrow^ ^li 
It was already become a hopel<?fs one. T^^ 
aill with one voice, infifted that fhe aid 
child ihould beinimediately coloredi^ , * 
thought it beft to (ubmit with patient r^l^ 
tion, and flie and Alfred were bedaubcd^jp 
old chief, with a liquid from a phial, whk*^ 
a moment, produted the required effect. r; 

No Ibdner was this ftrange and dec 
ceremony performed^ than the company 
d^d into different parties, in order to d^^pillf^ 
fbredinits various, diredions. By a jjclit^ 
vance of Gerald's, Martha and the Ufl|fe^i% 
fred were of the groupe of which i6# i»§i#'^^ 
pcrintendant. 1 hey took a lobg jiad ^iidai^" 
cusl ramble V Martha avoiding, as mi^h ail 
iJWe, tkole trifling depredations which fi^ 
fom^hnes compelled to coinniit, and 
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tr WBenevcr iii^cemty obliged her t|^ 
rjf^.tohei'w flie delivcrpiS 

Ved to tl^ care oranother womant^ de* 
l^iied that Hiefhould i\pt rifk the danger ihe 
liixwiflingly encountered i 

At t|i<J end of a fortnight, the whole gwg 
I ?usliad been agreed on at their parting, 
l^eedwood foreft, in Staffordfhire. The 
i^pi^iga had been very Imcrative. Silver 
pnS) Jbra& candleflicks, and a variety of pro« 
1^11$ and fpirit$, had been fafely qonveyy- 
^to^ iherr wallets,^ and they determii^ied on- 
j^g twouor three days at leaft.^in reconnpir 
liig' their old haunts about Need wood whictL, 
Key vifited but once a year, might have uri- 
6ne various changes of inhabitants finqe 
t. lad ! vifUc Martha had likewife, fome* 
to urge in her own favour ; the had, in- 
^ cHlefly devoted herfelf to fortune-telling, 
was become, under tbe inftrudions of Ge- 
,^^a tolerable proficient. Her hand had 
freijuently crofled with pieces of filver by 
jding-fchod nriffes a;nd antique yirgins *— 
the.foraier^ (be promised nch h^ftSnds^-^ 
1^ latter, fpeedy ones./ Fpr the little AJ- 
yt ioo, (h? had ^ res^dy tale of woe, whirfi^, 
bugV far from beicg the^true ,one, (for onr 
t u]^ d^rljb not veatur^ w fear of detec- 
I fi-Qiii hei: cQijfyr^s^,) was yet freqjaeatly 
i|fsJEcrl ;.ib that ^pon: the w^pie, ibe was^ of 
^iS%Tsl(^9 to ^e con?^aiaaity thaw^^^ b*^ 
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' ^^' On the fecond day of tiieir; arrival 
foT^Stj they held a great rejoicing, as is ci 
ary on the anniverfary of their *rettirfa^= 
favorite plade. This is ufualty folfoir^ 
*one or more coupleifnitiiting in mar riag#J til 
at this time, one t)nly entered the hdtyr 
The nuptial ceremony with them is extrei! 
brief— the parties merely acknowledgirig ' 
felvcsto be hulbandand wife before their^tl 
pany, who ev^er afterwards regard' ^eia^ilii 
facredly united, and there (eld oni dccura^in^ 
Tmftance of their proving unfaithful t^ 'lrt|^ 
Contrad. 
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There was fomething frank and jbvial ^^ 
thefe people, that evtn the confcientions 
tfaa could not foil to admire. They wet^ 
der, huihane, and generous towardu^ 
other — in ficknefs, afiedionate-^in "' 
good-humored and cheerful. Martfia waf' 
conviiiced of the truth of this affer tion , 
rald^s being taken fuddenly ill^— a d< 
immediately appointed to go in fearc 
chicken to make broth for him, who faa^ill^ 
not to return w&hout one* 

The chicken was ^accordingly rtsik^ 
an adjacent farm-yard ; but Geral^ii 
baffled their endeavors to overcothek^^ 
a few days, Martha and another wo 
appointed to attend him in a hut, 
others were employed in their per 
about the fbreft. fvy 

r Gerald became vifibly terrifie4^ 
Md^^ His life M fii^tietti^ 
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^i:*itEw«/ but lie ^ad w Ittaniy yeatif 
tile ah of irripofing oi|^ benevalenc^^^^ 
not be deemed anJiohi/lman. 'Ihis^liiiQ 
mj^ntcd to RIartfaa, in 6j5Cinly confefling-fi^ 
f what had been his^ mode of life, and 
exj^jning to Jier feveral myfteries of 
if Order, with which (lie was till then wn^c- 
|I^|mm Some of thefe were fo rfepugnaht 

|»^ Martha, that ihe began agaih 

- tt> conlidtr on the mail probable means of of. 
c^peV She reprefented to Gerald, that his- ftt- 
^jilns jaras chiefly owing to the wickednefs df Iris 
•purfuits, and that it was natural for the body 
^ctbc tortured, wh^n confcience could ^ hot 
; i$^p in peace. Gerald, who had all the weark- 
[. Jlcfs aridcredulity of age, united to his.' pee* 
]^iU repentances paid the «noft implicit obf(*. 
;|.|^Blc^toth^.words^of Maitba-^and at length 
xiitlermined, that he would renounce the gyp* 
jkf life, and take to begging only. Martha 
iirai^^ at this reformation, and (Irength- 

,^nitd bis purpofe by every perfuafivc argun^nt. 
: t 1q^ ihort time Gerald recovered,and fend- 
ing away his other attendant to join the gang, 
;^ Itemained in the hut with Martha and Alfred 

t\ xhe time now drew near for their return, 
f itiid Gerald, once more, took charge of his 
1 fij^rt of the flock, Ibme of whom, foon after, 
.^ifgufted him by thofe pra6ticea, of which he 
had himfelf frequently fet the example. Fre« 
tquenk^nd long were the converfarions held by 
1^ \mairaiidMirtba> OA the fubje^ of their fotoi^ 
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|)lam At length they agreed to quit^i^ 
inanity altogether--but as that buAn^^ 
be managed with the wttnoft fecrecyi^ 
fieccfiary to ufc dcception-r-and tbey ik^ 
agreed to feign a jpiifunderftanding^^i^ 
them,, the better to conceal their im^^ 
JBut feveral months wprc away Deff^< 
could fix on any fafe and eligible pli^^; 
afuddenand unexpe^ed one pr^fenjt^ 
Old Mary, the chief, died, and it y^ 
, fary to elefl: a new ome. The choice \ 
iniddle-aged woman, againft whiiinijn^ 
Martha, but Gerald, had conceived a^pf| 
lar averfion. She was an adept in wick^ 
and had given many proofs of the d^pray 
her heart, by Aealing of children, an(|>jc 
raging the young b^eginners to the cp "' 
of cirery crirn^* It was (he, whom Maf 
always fufpefted of taking away "^Alfred? 
though, through th^ir exifting law '"^^ 
betraying each other, ibe could never 
the faO:, yet a thoufand obfervations 
made on this woman, at length fuUy/Con 
her firft beliefr . 

The two friei^s, at length fo ha|)pi|; 
cetted their meafure&> as to make tqein 
trtthput juIpicion-*and by tri-yerfing^ 
unfrequentftd by the^gang, eluded J^tv^ 
lance of purfuit, fhoiiid it, conti^ry ' * 
expedations^be atttittpted,. >f: v^i 

- : ' ■ , ' . .■'•'■ ^ >'-^.': iSk 
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CHAPTER XXV. ^Cv 
Secnh and Revelations^ 

I^RED had nearly attained his third year, 
td^tifne of his quilting Needwood foreft^ 
Jcompany with Martha and Gerald. The 
klltrer, by means of a mixture, which he always 
Clfried about hlm» effedlually took off their 
ftains J and the expreffive features of Alfred^ 
reftored to their natural hue, prefented him a 
f^lTe^ cherub to the fond eyes of his maternal 
Iriiild. They proceeded to Bath, by the high 
road ; and the little Alfred's bare feet aiid 
Cfiriing hair, frequently attrafted the notice of 
Ae gay travellers, who could not refufe the 
tl^utiful and lifping little mendicant their 
«l&ilance. 

They palTed upwards of two months on the 
J and, following the example of their fu- 
tferiors, arrived at Bath in the beginning of 
itk tnoft profperous feafon, Martha and Alfred 
fbliciting at one end of the town, and Gerald 
ebnibtntly at the oppofite one* At night they 
rkirdd to a lodging provided by Gerald, who, 
though he did not live with them, ufually^pa^f* 
fed his Evenings, and they reciprocally related 
tlie events of ^e day. 

Tfaey continued at Bath, like the fajlma^ 
ii^^x, until nothing more was to be got there, 
jandpd^edabove a year in wandering over 
#Qitterf«ihire, where they were fo far fuccefs'. 
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fefiie^ l^iiig too well known to re|#i 
jmthfafety any longer. Many 
l}^nTifi^ed, but none put in execuilc^" 
njelghbcairing niagUlrates; for 
)rie&lf inoffeofive, and craved c 
much humilky, that thofe, who 
a right to chaftife them as vagaboiii 
i^uently adminiftered to their appar^ol, 

: Martha, having long fmce foui^, tlistt 
raid adhered to his rdlolutlon of re£H^^^ 
immoral condu£l> and being folicii^^ 
quke a^er i^dmiral Sydney, and to ^; 
to gain for Alfred, all the rights ^^ 

^ might derive from conianguinity or 01^ 
determined to reveal to Gerald fuch^ 
lata, as might be neeeflfary to inducei 
accompany her to London^ to makeUi^ 
enquiries, ana to avail^ herfelf o£ 

-might there learn, in behalf of the pQ^]| 
^Itredr She had been too narrowJy w " ^ 
ever fince (be joined the gypley ttibe^tip 
as ibe ardently defired, her efcape; 
was now influewed by a fenfe of _ 
not to defert Gerald, whom ihe fauio^ 
prote&or both to herfelf and the chij^l^ 
^, One evening, therefore, wben-Al^ 
gone to fleep, Martha prefaced wfa^^ 
going to lay, by obierving how mu^i^iy 
gratified by the honed cohdud of (^ 
that ^e could now trud hi^ wMb; 
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^ftean tor ir^reafii^ 

ili^^(i0ike4-at b^ attentively, and ia i^a?|^ 
T^^^wxctdfiim Ihe might proceecL ^ -;^ 
^t£iie]i tolit him how j[he wias fituate(l(rat 
;|^ts. Jcibnttone came to her eottagie^«»> 
f|ker and behaviour of her hufbaiidHi 
^ Alfred— ^his being the grandfon of 
Sydney--i'the extreme diftrefs ihc 
in confi^quence of the conduS of tlm 
Q€$, which me thou^t it right to re«^ 
I, fo as to work on the feelings of 
^|i|fald-^and the neceflity there wasof endea« 
lid^gring to do juftice to the child, by identify* 
ing^tim to the family ; pi;omifiQg, at the faine 
Itaie, to reward Gerald for his care and pro* 
t^pftiohif iir a manner proportionate to the re*^>;i 
ymtd (be might herfelf receive. 
(^MSm^d^ who had patiently attended; ex-- 
^ffed his fatisfkftion at being made tfafe con* 
ft&nt.of fuch a feeret, and reproached Mai^ChW 
^not haviE^ fooncr comraunkated it. *He 
fc^^ine anxious for the welfare of Alfred, and 
|ii%ofed their immediate departure. 
j ^^Jt^don an4it& vicinity /were now the objeflff 
|4m^ad in contemplation. B ut they deter- 
^il^N[l<m making their journey thither fome- 
^t^t long, ia order, if poffible, to accumulate 
pa^iav^r inni ^^ event of their firid* 

^ ^ dtittbe adtniral, to clothe Alfred^ previbus 
y|^/£iis feeing him, in a manner becoming hir 

liad intruded tte child to iblijciit 
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mfi^ifk^i^ humble, yet 
l|^^ ^Ai&i to th«;. M^ 

^ 1^ to which youth, bcau^i|i 

cisiiCe, are fo juftly entitled. Shlfe al^ 
Mni a fignal who, and who npt rp:i| 
Uis expreffive eyes watched every tut^ 
coimtenance-F-and his afFeftion for ^ 
great as if he had been old enough to i 
ate the value of the friend he potfetf^^; 
SbcJ had ever ftriaiy prohibited him tt^i)l| 
proper means of exciting compaffion. |ft 
never urgent or troublefome in his pel^^ 
aiirfl: repulfe was to him a decifive cij^^ 
was received without complaint or muriBiiiC 
: As Alfred was one day walking the 

^ with his fnother fas he was wont to < 
be rah up^ >vithout afking her confent^ >^^%| 
dignified clergyman, in whofe countenac^^ 
anticipated benevolence. With a low 
he told his artlefs and often-repeateiJ- 
which, was firaply, that he was very poot, 
beggc^libr pity. Martha flood at (bm^ 
talit^'lklonifhed by a forwardnefs th'af 
»evef before perceived in him, and feW 
fmg difpleafure, and a defire to cheijk* 
againft going up to anyone in future, n^^k^ll 
her perinifSon. Her motive for thi&,.ir~^ -»-^ * 
impoi&bility of his being able to dii!crl 
by countenances, to whom it was pro^i^ 
apply, and fhe had hitherto, by her owa, 
In phyfiognomy, guarded him from the 
cfthofe, whofe very lopks betrayed iJmS 
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ctftfeeir hearts* The event, however pro- 

that the young Lavater was in the right \ 

the gentleman whom he addreffed, was no 

er than the late worthy and excellent dean 

Oflbry— *tfaat honor to the church, and or- 

am'ent of fodety* He enquired of Alfred, 

^iiethei all he had learned coiififted in the art 

^^ll(|ifob^ went upon 

?i llis knees, and emphatically repeated the Lord's 

Jprayer. %e dean was fo well fatisfied/that 

tie affe^ionatety patted his head— ^jlipped a 

^ %alf-qrown piece into his hand^—and faid, in 

the hearing of Martha, that it ws^s a thoufand 

: Lfities he was not better provided fon 

Gerald entertained for Alfred the mofl: fm- 

f. cere and growing afie&ion. He was fb flrifi:- 

ly fcrupulous in his integrity to Martha, that 

Jb^ would never fuflfer a (hilling of their mo-*^ 

,aey to be expended on himfelf ; but would on 

f the contrary, declare, that he gained more than 

fiifEcient'to fupply his own wants, and that the 

\ Overplus fhould,at his death, be theirs. Gerald 

I jras a reformed man. He fpoke with detefta- 

^ ? dbn of his fbrm^ way of life, and contribu- 

;^ vied by every means in his power, to plant the 

I i feeds of morality in the young breaft of Alfred* 

'^ - They proceeded towards London— ^Gerald 

piromifing faithfully to ufe every exertion to 

dUcover whether Admiral Sydney was living ; 

ibut fo ignorant was he, as well as Martha, of 

Ithe means of doing io^ and he was bound io 

(ecrecy^ on her part, by an oath jfo facred, that 

^ l: .^ • S 
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it was unpoilible for them to gain ey^ 
moft diftant intelligence. . , .^ 

After having wandered, unfuccefsful in t 
purfuit, for fome weeks, in the ftreets of ^ 
metropolis Martha propoied to Gerald tdiv 
company her to Marlborough forefl:^ v/hf^^ 
ihe might, perhaps, obtain lecret inforipatl 
of her hufband ; though fhe was refoived t^ 
todifcover herfelf to him. . It was agrewed'^^^ 
that fhe and Alfred (hould remai% concealed 
near the town, while Gerald went to make t&i^ 
xjeceffary enquiries. His firft carp was, by hujM 
diredion, to go to the houfe Ojf Mr. Munro||l^ 
in his character of a beggar ; but he foon re^^ 
turned, with the mournful information of that^^ 



gentleman's having been d ead two years. 3'|J 
The next morning, he proceeded, with hw^l 
ivallet and his ftaflf, to the foreft. Followingi 
the directions qf MartHa, he eafily afcertained<*: 
her cottage, and enquired of the people who* ^ 
inhabited it, what was become of her and Luke 
Thompfon ? * AlasJ* anfwered •the woman, ->; 
* I never knew eiffier of them ; but Luke is, if 
know, tranlported beyond Ifeas for fourtecijr'l 
years, and poor Martha they fay, was murdered^/ , 
fome years back by him, in the foreft, witb^^:^> 
child that fhe had the care of. The neigh- - 
bours wonder that I have the courage to litti^ ; 
in this houfe — for, Martha, they fay, and tb^^^ 
child, have been feen wandering about it ;|fv^ ;^| 
fince.* : , . .r^'^^t, ^' 

•They may h^'ve/uffo/ed io^' returned" Ocf^^ 
raid ; ^ but, I think, I can pofitively aifure yogi 
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that Martha and the child are both living and ' 
LWell. But fdr what was Luke Thompfon 
V tranfported ?' 

I * Why, that I can tell you.— ^They fay, that 
I he robbed that child, which belonged to a 
3 great lady, who died here, of all the money 
that {he had given to Martha to take care of 
him, and that he made off with it, and did not 
return till fome months after Martha was 
mifliu^. The neighbours were all up in arms, 
and had him before the juftice, and he took ati 
oath that he did not know what was become of 
her or the child ; but faid that he fancied, from 
what he had often heard her fay, that ihe was 
gone to look after the child's great relations in 
London. However, though the j uftice let hini 
go, the neighbours were refolved to rout him 
• out of this place, he fofd'off his things and 
went away. He nerer returned to Miirlbdrough| 
but, about a year back, we heard, that he was 
tried at Taunton, in Sdmctfetfhire, for fwind- 
lipg, and was fent foou vfurto Botamy-Bzy-^ 
from whence, it is hoped by all who know him, 
that he will never return/ 
\ Gerald liftened attentively to this difcourfe, 
* and treafured in his mind every particle of it 
tl^t could tend to the fatisfaftion of Martha, 
l tq.whQm he returned early in the evening,— 
' H^'^nerous heart fympathized in the fuffer-. 
ings ajf Uer hufband— forrows he could have 
|pon(^||&|he was by nature callous to fenfibili-p 
li^btii^e fufpefted, and dreaded his further 
•Dgrefs in vice, and hefprc Gerald's t«t!^ra»i 
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had anticipated fome criaiinal event, y§ihim 
communication but too fully jufl;iiied« 

Martha became fufSciently recovered 
leave Marlbotough, and having no indu<| 
ment to remain there^ipropofed to Gerald the* 
inftant departure. Neighbour Goodman hs 
alfojeft the place— -for Gerald, who had beeip| 
particular in his enquiries, had not fbrgotte^' 
her, and learned that fhe was gone to refidii 
with her daughter, married to a rich farmef 
in Lincolnfbire« 

The third day was aj^ointed for the com- 
mencement of their tardy journey ta London^ 
when Gerald was again taken ill, and render- 
ed incapable of proceeding. The lame ideas 
"which had jyft before preponderated in the 
breaft of Martha, now afiailed him, and in re- 
turn for her confidence^ he became equal- 
ly communicative. The hiftory of Gerald was -A 
fnort» but it was intereftlng~he gave it to her ' 
^s follows. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



I 



The Hijhry af GeraicL 



AM afliamed to own that I a^n a youag« 
cr fon, of refpedable parentage. With my 
birth I inherited a comfortable provifion, s^@||i| 
was nuitured in. the luxuries of high life; £d^f 
cated under the fiirfl; mailers^ my refraSoi 




per was the bane of my advancement, ^^ 

became detefted in proportion as my abilities 

ereafed, which, inftead of adding to my re- 

pwn, became my moft untoward enerdtes, 

hd militated againft every ferious wifli which 

llQw and then counterbalanced my wayward 

^ jpropenfities. , 

: * Scarcely had I attained my fixteenth year, 
cere I was the terror and indignation of all 
^ound me. The few boys that loved and fol- 
lowed my example, were ^reprobated as dan- 
ge^us companions to. the others^ and I was 
aduajly forbidden to mix witkanyof them# 
My pride rofe indignantly at the idea of the 
fuperior favour which they enjoyed, and I ha- 
ted them in proportbn as they pierited my 
ffteem. ^ 

c « The early death of my father releafed m^ 
from a iTtuation which was latterly become ob- 
noxious to me. I knew that I was the fole irxm 
eritor of his property, and my fanguine hopes 
ave it a value which it never poffefled. From 
the moment thatj was informed of his fudden 
demife, I gave myfelf up to boundlefs and in- 
decent joyi nor could the view of mywidow- 
ed and difconfolate mother draw from my cal-, 
lous breaft a fentiment of pity.or concern. My 
outward fornvwas clothed ia mourning, whUe 
all within was extacy. 

, > An elder brother of my father's was ap» 

pointed by him to Jfuperinteild, with my ino- 

|ber, the guardianftiip of my perfpn and pro- 

tri;y. An apoplectic fit foon after, happily 

S z 



I 









reSeafed me from the iogixiatlcal precep 
my uncle, and my mother was too iicidiil 
too kind by nature, to thwart my in 
lions, however oppofite to her own or to 
der me in any other light than that of an ^ill 
and darling child, whde very crimes were 
her eyes only youthful follies, and whofe rifi 
genius proclaimed the wifdom of Socr 
with the eloquence of Cicero* 

^ Thus tutored by nMfplaced kindneis^ iC: 
was not long before I took the reins in 4|^ 
own hands, and began to command whei^^Mt 
was my duty to c^ey. The recolledion of pqf 
affectionate father no longer obtruded oa^lf 
memory. I pra£lifed the ieverity of my uii<^& 
^--admired ]m tyranny, and copied it, not4QS&<«^^ 
ly over the lervants, but over every houfitoiyi \ 
animal, which I refolved tp affright, ajnfd v^akt 
tremble at my name.. 

^ Ere I I^ad attained my twentieth y^^ 
my mother becameoirgent for me to marry.;^ 
She requefted that I would make my pwxt 
choice, and being at that tkne enamoured x>f a 
young lady» who& family, charadier, and £:^<^ 
tune were unexceptionable, I had no incltfiia- 
tion to difobey her. The lovely Mary was the 
daughter of a refpedable clergyman in York* 
fhire. She had an elder fifter, who had been 
married fome years, and' a brother who waa a 
lieutenant in a regiment of foot* Their loom 
iher hs^ long been dead, and Mary AtkiufQil 
prefided as miftrefs over her father's houi^ 

^ It was eafy for me to perceive tbe cold ia^^ 
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I^N^rence with which I was regarded, both by 
i^j. Atkinibn and his fon. The very Servants 
"^ the family frowaed oa my approach. The 
gentle Mary alone Ipbked on me with com* 
? placency j to my pr<^oIal of marriage, Mn 
Atkinfon gave, an tmwilling confent — it was 
extorted by the tears of his daughter — ^repro* 
bated by the ftern looks of his fon. I led her 
trembling to the altar— ^l received her vows, 
and to my eternal difgrace^ had fcarcely ex- 
changed, ere I falfified my own 1 The novel- 
ty of marriage was no fdoner over thainfatiety 
fucceeded it, and I began to curfe the folly 
that had deprived me of my liberty, and devo- 
ted thofe days which other young men pafs in 
youthful gratification, to the ftudy of domeftic 
drudgery, and to the caprices of a family. 

* My, mother and Mr. Atkinfon were now 
almofl: infeparable. They relided in the fame 
town, and one of them feldom had an opinion 
in which the other did not concur. Young 
Atkinfon had likewife joined them, and my 
wife and myfelf feemed as perfeflly excluded 
from the trio, as if we had not belonged to it. 

*Tomy growing indifference for A^r, this 
was chiefly to be attributed. I fancied myfelf 
^onfidered in no other light thanaplay^^hing 
for the amufement of a child } and that my 
mother had enlifted under the banners of my 
foes J determined to conquer my freedom, or 
peri(bin the attempt, my proud heart revolted 
at the idea, and! refolved to make ih^m feel 
that I was Qot to be played upoa» I began by 
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reproaching my wife with the cold 4j[fd 
her father and the infolence of the pti^y» 
brother. She lamented their errors wl 
much tendernefs, that I t^Iamed her mi 
fondnefs for them ^ which had weaned 
cruelly faid, from the firft of all duties^,' 
duty of an affe€tk>nate wife. I upbraided 
too with the eftrangement of my mo 
affeftion, wkh the lofs of my own happi 
and with every concomitant fatality. 

^ She heard me with angelic patience^ \ 
the tear of difappointment a^d afilidtion 
tened her beautiful cheek. She tenderly 
ed, whether her abfenting herfelf from 
and returning to the bofom of her fat 
would recal my wandering peace ? — I 
preted her meaning, to her being tired oB 
chain which bound her, and bade her feek 
happinefe elfewhere. Her timid temper t 
the alarm ; and baftening to her chamber^ 
left me in a frame of mrnd, that a contin 
repentsmce has never been able to erafe 
my memory. I thought her abfence loij 
than ufual, and rang the bell with violence 
was anfwered by a footman, who informed 
that his miftrefs was gone out, without leay 
any meffage when her return was to be 
pefted. 

' I fnatched up my hat and went inftant 
the houfe of Mr. Atkinfon. L a(ked for 
wife. The fervant hefitated, anfwered 
but ran up flairs y and in a moment lieu ten; 
Atkinfon joined me irx the parlour^ 
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■^i^ With a * countenance that belpoke rage 
nd infolence, he enquired what were my 
tpmmands ?— 
^ I demand my wife. 

♦ Tour wife> I am grieved to fay. Sir, is my 
^^^fter ; when you know how . to treat her as 

fucb^ I may perhaps condefcend to meet^ou 

on more even ground. My fifter is under the 

prote&ion: of htr father and your mother, both 

are naw ia the houfe ; but I have fpared them 

\ Ae pain of the prefent meeting, in order ta 

^ prove, that where the honor aiid happinefs of 

^ a virtuous woman are at ftake, no arm is fa 

i proper to avenge them, as the arm of a brother* 

^ A fatcaftic fneer accompanied the laft 

words; indignation was faft rifing in mj 

' throat, nor did I endeavour to control it. Jt|igh 

words fuc<%eded, and we parted with a pro^ 

miie of meeting the next mdrniog, when our 

piftois fliould determine the caufe, in a man* 

ner more decifive than words. 

^I returned home immediately^ and fat m^ 
till a late hour \ but my wife returned not. t 
was preparing to go to bed, when a- fingle 
knock axmounced a meiTenger. The following 
note was put into my hands-— 

* My brother fpeaks fo incomprehenfibly 
olyour late converfation with him, that none 
of us can conjedure its import. I wifli to re- 
turn home ; but he fays, that he is to fee you 

|, in the morning, and has forbidden my doing 
% (b, until that interview is over. A ftrange 
^ wd hitherto unkoown dread has feized me i 
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fay but the word, and I wift fteal iFrditf 
houfe, as foon as the family is retired t4: _ 
My dear mother has herfelf undertabBSpfc|| 
fend thefe lines to you, and will wateh th&f^ 
turn of her meffenger. - "^ 

• To this I fimply returned a verbal anfw 
that I was going to bed, and thought Ihe " 
better remain where fhe was^ 

• I paffed the night in fleeplefs agitation, ani 
towards morning, fell into a (late of {lupefac; 
tion, but it could not be called reft. iWror^ 
fuddenly aroufed me ; I feized my watch, ani^ 
found that iialf an hour had pafled (ince idFi^j 
appointed time of my rendezvous with lieti<* 
tenant Atkinlbn. I drefied myfelf and rep$iF<y 
ed to the appointed place. I apologized for taip , 
tardineft— his tone was altered fihce the pte-: || 
ceding evening, and he waved aH ceremon^:*^^ 
"We fired together. My left fhoulder wstf^^ 
flightly grazed ; my antagonift ftaggered, aii^^ ^ 
fell. The ball had pierced his right fide, and I 
the blood flowed copidufly. I raifed him from,;| 
the ground j he endeavoured to ftifle the mcn-s | 
mentary pangs which remorfe had rendered " 
vifible — conjured me to be fatisfied by his a& ^. 
furance, that I had met him as a man of ho* M 
nor— but recommended it to me, in cafe of;iN 
the worft, to lave myfelf by flight. ^ 

/I repaired to a neighboaring farm-houfe 
andfent for my confidential fervant, to whofei 
care I committed my property. He receive! 
my orders to join me in London, and obeyed; 
me with fidelity and alacrity; The intelligeaqcf 
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[f^TCbrbught was of an alarming nature.^ 
jbiing lieutenant was flowly recovering of 
[^iind; but the anguifti of Mr. Atkinlbn's; 
id bad fo far preyed on his health, as to mob- 
a flow, but certain period to his exiftence. 
fy i»rife was finlsing fafter into her grave- 
ly naturally delicate conftitution had yielded 
0}lizt little remained of its ftrength, to the fond 
^retaembrance of the man, who had raifed his 
^ai'm againft a much-loved brother's life. My 
Mother was the only one of the three who 
fnpported with any fort of firmneft, the heavy 
Vifitation of which I alone was the caufe. My 
wife was gone wholly to refide with her j 
but the intimacy with Mr. Atkinfon and his 
ibn was not in the leafl diminifhed. 

* I returned to the way ward propenfities ^f 
my youth. Dice and the billiard-table, bad 
company and ej^travagance, were the refources 
.to which I flew, in order to exterminate the 
corroding monfler, refledion. I aflumed an^ 
other name ; and, by carefully avoiding the 
: fociety of thofe who knew me, gave a loofe to 
thofe jarring fenfations, which mufl: ever aflail 
the mind, not dead to virtue, but violently 
oppofingit. 

^ In turning over the diflferent newfpapers, 
:I ifrequently bfsheJd the oft*rcpeated advertife- 
^ent,^ If the gcntlemans who left his houfe and 
; femily in Yorkftiite, will return to his wife, 
[1 matters will be happily adjufled^ &c. &c.' 
tut the blufli of fliame overfpread my cheek, 
rhile I reprefented to myfelf the return of the 
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fyrodi^l foil ; andthut (baine prill 
poffibility of reformation. I covid ; 
thofe whom I had fa grievoirfly Injo^j 
could not fee iM finger of feorn poipted, 
out raifing a dagger to deftroy it i 
ftrangeasitmy appear, I wiflied for de^ 
yet, wantii^ th^ courage to (Irike the 
pli^ged into alpiofl: every vice that vrm 
moil^ fpeedilyaQeetefate it. When I fay yl 
I do not mean that guilt towards others ^ 
be included ; I was nd one^s enemy but 
awn» Conftant intoxication and K&mbll 
were the arms which I raifed againft myj 
and I knew that it was not in human nafi 
long to contend with them* 

* Thtis pafied fi^ years, and I had not 
pleted the,fix-and-twenti€th year of my, 
when my conftitution became debilitatedy^ 
my faculties impaired. My (teward had 
ready anfwered me, that not another fhitli 
remained in his hands, and that he had 
rendered higrtruft. The money-lenders 
became the obje^ft of my refearch. Thofe' 
pacious vultures, that prey on carcafes, fidi 
ed what I had fo wretchedly begun, and- 
ruin was completed by the de&ition of 
friends. Humiliation rendered me defperat^ 
I became frantic, and plunged into the ipo) 
inordinate exceflfes. Finding, however, 
all refources failed, and that I no Icmger ^ 
fefled the means of necefiary fupport, f ■ 
length (iietermined on a laft and painful ex] 
diem* "With an agonized heart, J wrote 
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the latter; lince^ir#as Jn^j^i^^fw^ 
jri^y feelings to fhew ^nj^f an «)^?^^^^ 
ffio% and be received 3^ fuch||^ byrjtS^^ 
'^^m^ iieareft, and who ought t^te jU|i^fe^ 





kv'- 



^ 






' ■ 1 



^..'l 



rfc'of humariity lyMoft of my Jett^ .iW :^ I 

"led unajftwered ; and< thofe that . wei-e %0m 

l^^^0bepoiHS|lg j^ regr^^ 

iiDetettiM p^aiikmd^ slnd more p^tp 

^yleli^l refoited to ^ftrange and bxef^OT& ^ '\^^^^^ 

ind B^gari to Iblicit public chat ityi '^iil^ f > 

%1^ the^g^tlem^n ftill c|u1^ ab(|k^f|r "- 

^ ev^ ifi Vhe reftifafs whichT fi^efi^^ 

i|ith, ifiete%as a concSrt^ 

(bftened d if appointment: "^omBa^'w^ 

1d j arid I defcended t6 the bWeft '' * 



ifet 



^i The clothes that I now Wore v^ef e bef^i^^fe 
i^ my ligation. They belpoke ektremcy^^^ 
f^^fe, and were embl6mM5(r6f\he mif|r)f^^^ 



ky ct)vered. Cuftom, they hy, reco|iciic^ • j^ 
rttthingsV aftd certainly in this infta&e^^ /i^ 






mf^Smc old adage verified 

b»cii<Bitia m fituation,- and from ix^jpoSte^ ""^ 
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hod babit, was wonhy to be pronounce i 
Kurciy beggar, ^ 1 

* In a tieati ibac is not bifScienily dqn-avefl 
Lo drowrn every fliadov. of Temo-rt, a fahit^ 
liDgcring attachment l 

mams, and ihe tear of ■ 
Jwcll* indignantly. I px; : 
M forget that 1 had a mother anJ a 
I became felicitous to kno^v their fate. Ip m j 
HI tiuiiible capacity 1 journeyed into Yorkfllir 
^^Kand the fear ofdifcovery urged me 10 jpinl 
^^^Kompany nfflrotling players, uho, perceivina 
^^Hromewhat of humor and whiinricality aboi? 
^^^■ne, made no dilHculty to admit me as one.j 
^^Khcir party. 

^^V * From a beggar then, I foon became » ]i 
^^^ — nor did my poverty by day decrtafe my i; 
gai grandeur by night. We went on a ftturii 
fcheme ; but our profits on each reprefenti 
lioo, feldom exceeded a few pence i wttl 
fometimes, but not often, a fufficiency of cai 
die to light us to our bed;;. Finding thi^ 
"le the caft.', and my companions kaowinsff 
ttofcflion which I toliowed when I jiMot 
kcm, 1 propofed to retain my begging capu 
ly in the day-time, which, by means of a piw 
over my tett eye, and one leg anfully tied vd 
would difguife me fufficiently from the inhu 
ilitants, and they acceding to my propofal,thJ 
Ifdouble trade anfwered all my purpofeS} and 
[for a long time I pra£tifed it. , r 

* VVitnouc much difficulty, I gained even 
itelligence of my family. My wife and hm 
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^^w^€«rfer, Wgfct time for flSOjto < 
^'j^iag^ witlt the tn , - >ai Jftage ^ ^ 
is and -^00^ en legi I tnade 
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|btfdfe) SUid 3^ feVc?Si yiSfii? 

'^ I ah ^dept in my bufmefs, that Li^ 

iorifiderablelum of money, v^l^Hi^ 

||dlenejfs was now become habituai^i^: 
' though I had it*|aS 

fliined no^to renounce my wai^pbfm.^ 
^1 knew A toi^li; to pla^4i^^ 
dfnce on t^etn, and conceived the 1 
Jilted i>ut a fiir retaliation of the 

"^leniiured^ 
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, -ff^tJI^vifards of fixteeh 51^!^ 

d^^ embraced thf gypfSy^ftfe.^ll^ 

ne|i ear^lly fe has hithertoii 

^^ tindicSvered. ^ Here, Mariha^in tfaSll 




bitfuffic corapenf|ite tot.t 

^'^^our -bufli|^d , To *Alf red ari^lii^oi 
\ji4^ ir^ '^utfue^ your rc^ 
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jyaScfb^d by it "^1 
|li^ CQuId with difficulty pr 
Jly^treaties or her tears, to %pi 
.. . E^^ pounds for his future wajd^^ 
1^^ two hundred were now added tq^^l 
Ibi^ J yet fhe refoived on co: 
^^Ixsi^die, 6i life , as the mod likely 1rtf|| 
l^l^er to difcover the admiral^pr a]^ 
yp-pl the Sydney family. ' "^ 
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CHAPTER XXVII* 

Fidelity and Di/cretiont 
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-;; Jt HE next morning Martha, 6y perlukidyf:^ 
^f of her friend, fet forward with her charge, lafp^f 






ter taking of Gerald a tender farewell, ahi,; 

promifing to be frequent in her enquiries af-^ 

V^rhitn. She made many fruitlefs refearch^s ^ 

1^*^ V iii*London, and then wandered into Hertford- , 

^ ihire, where (he was one day aecofted by a fe*.- 

^^^'^ male gipfey, whom (he recollected to be her • 
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otd acquaintstnce of the community ; and who 5^ 
^: informed her that fhe was now the chief dta ^ 
|j- gang^ which, in the lummer leafon, conftaiidy |^ 
pi' pitched their tents in the foreft "of Norwood— M 
making the feveral towns and villages of thei y^ 
cdutity of Surry their winter habitatidtis* She ;:^^ 
Iftjiiied Marthaland Alfifed to join them j and''"' 
:;^^ dsefgrmer, defpairing of finding the only ob; 
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:jpn]ri€ of aHfwering his fofitti 
Wvi%iety about himfelf* Ii^ ^M 
iP|iis,:thie.ga)ttg was difperfed a3> 
^ ioiied ; and Martha and Alfred^ 
illore Citizens of that world, of wbii^ 
tyiiad fleen too much, and the lart^ 
artha was experrenced in the f€v 
tunes — Alfred had juft begun to i 
iid them. 
^||l^1(?eas now verging on his fixth yeat^^ 
Ire^d, write his name, and make 
l^lliviLtbns. Like Douglas, he would 
^Ipliakied a fhepherd'^ life ; his alpitizi^ 
|^pti£^ fixture day s^ of glory. Already i ' 
"^^0i^^ vifionhe anticipated proiperousr 
ll^^^^Pouglas was a Caledonian warridli^ 
fl^^pl^iwas not even a fbldier of fbrtunel^ 
T^Jro^bowever infantine, was already i^ 
SyfjBP^iiiiof viciffitude, which, though he 
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to comprehend, he had a 
n%fficicfitly ftudied, to form from it mi 
wtat combination of ideas, yet fu 






Ml*<3fye the enthtalments of every fituadtiS^ 
^.^hi^ every Ipedes of life is invarial^^ 
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n^td* uMuch time and mental an)$ie^ 
devoted by Ms^tha, but devoted hi '^^-'^t 
ttacei)f dhe adnural could ihe ^0Sk^ 










neaced In fileat fotro^, tlie dark cU 
mng fufpenJcd over ibe head of Alfr J 
frbtch no lily cf light had huhetio ; 

pp. after his fliort interview with i 
t( Martha returned to London, and hlq 
jnble, but neat lodging, in a retired^ 
Beigbbouibockl tiiic coniiilered then 
pen.tci hsr by GLrslJ.as aiacretldepS 
X ufeof Alfred; and that a part oH| 
Tbe applied in the manner that the; wow 
ppHed [haiofliu mother, in givin» 1 
m education. She accorJingly ton 
fcery reputable day-fchool, where,! 
Ipnths, he not only acqaired the comtna 
^Dts, but feit fo keen a love of knowleJff 
wcorae indefatigable in his labours f 
fcement, poflslfingan emalation felda 
jBtfo early a period of life. f 

jtha lodged with a Mrs, Smith, an eldd 
■rpe^able wiilow-woman, who had if 
Lyears, kept a [mall chandler's ihop,1 
^one of that accomniodaling natufl 
|hotd.i out to the needy neighbours! 
Tfupply of every thing. It was to t' 
rihe addreffed hsrfelf, both for a fchi 
[fred, and for a recommendation to tal 
in work and oihsr trifles, to enable hj 
jd, to procure a comfortable fubfiUend 
trtha carefully avoided exciting any Cm 
iof her being in pofielhon of any raJ 
^,tban that whicli ihe could acquire , 
Sources. 
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She was frtqutmt m tier vifils to I 
Jdefcribcdby Gerald, but it was impoffitJiBT 
Iher to procure any tidings of him. Tbe rid 
Vinfenlibly ruHed on, Marlhaand Aifted cquU 
I ly ^ratified, the firft by her conipaiaiively coJ 
|/onable fitualion, and ihe rapid progrefsnw'J 
Iby Alfred, and himfeU by the kindnefs off! 
IniaAer, the fiiendfhip of bis fchdol-fcllowl 
land more ihan all, by ibe exircuie hci\vf 
Iwiih which his mind becume enlargej 
■ rendered capable of appreciaiing thT 
Keducacion. 

It was a frequent cuflora with Mi^ 
to requeft Martha, when llie was unea 
to make up her little parcels of lea, a 
and for iliis (he fupplied her, as is ctlj 
L with remnnnts of oldneTrfpapwfl, ma 
land oihtr portions of wafte paper, , 
1 tor that purpofe. Martha was fond ^ 
I in &(r way, and frequently ainufedheJ 
I ihe odd paragraphs and adveitifeifltt 
loccafionally excited her notice. £hej| 
■evening packing up fonie tea, and p5s 
I an unfoiled leaf of a newfpaper, whfid 
well fuddenly on the name of Sydney;^^^^ 
ieU, (he perufed the paragraph wliich annoutt 
Wed the death of the admiral on a jcuraey. 'I hi: 
Icircumflance precluded her difcoveiy of bis 
Idweliing-place, which would naturally hai~ 
LleJ her to make eiiqulties after his furvivu! 
1 family. 

I She was runiiuating on this event when Ji 
ifred came running 'home. Oq Teeing f " 
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^e»V>- Alas! liny child;* fei^^fe^^*^^^ 
UftdiiT onh friend! He, y^ho *'«i#^ ^^'-^^ 
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l^b^iended the orphan, is now nai|t^t;;t^^| 
'ii4 ©ftdeavoiired to find out who cotild be^^^^ 
Meiid, of whom he had never heard nrt|^^ 
> but Martha repulled his curiofity, aira^ 
efilentonthefubjea. . />tr^ 

Soarfe, but decent mourning, fhe clothed 
eUFand him ; and this made a lafting iaj^>^, ^ >, 
"Ml on his memory, and exxiited a ferye^^ i |^ 
^^ the elucidation of a_ myftery, \«4iic^^ '^'^ 
lior;*? plainly perceived was attached to hiip ^ 
i>but he relpeded Martha too much, to^ip^^^ 
<^Ur to force from her a confeffibn, frc^^ 
1i he fbutid her abfolutely averfe. , ^^^ 
1:^ Ibme months confiderjitioti; fhf ri^^^^ 
foconiult Mr. Norton, Alfred's fchotiB^l^ 
l^pn the fubjefl: of providing WniC'WTO v|^ 
^ef fituatidp. ; Long experienc(^^',.^3^ 
I Jier, that he was a man everjr isr^ ul^^ 
for luch a truft. She had t^ ta; ^ 
l|fbit of frequeiitly calKng on himi and ^atf 1 -^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
t^;y[itfa civility ahd refpeft, both from himfe|f *^ ' " 
id^tti^ wife. Dreffing herfelf, thet'efore,, q^ 
le afternoon, in her new black gown ffie 
^etit to his^jhioufe, about half a mile from tllat 
which ihe lived. She was receivei^ with 
irtjffy, and Mr. Norton, far from gueffi^g 
dH^ie of her vifi[t, ;^egan a conyejrfitidu^i 
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[;i\l]ic!i itr.mcilidiety led to it. He patf 
!i the aculenefs and prom 

; his mild and geiieraii| 
.ahunaliic lore otlearnJ 
iliniflu'd by obietving, ibat he thought t _ 
^ewM not brought up to Come liberal 'buS 
ncfs, wherein fuch talents might turn to I "* 
liLccouat. 

Martha then informed him, that flie i 
Btome purpofely to requell his advice on tb 
Vubjed,aslhe thought ibat he was now. 0(9 
lige (o judge what kind of bafmefs he waMf 
IpYefer. 

Alfied, who was in the garden, playbl 
KKlth one of Mr. Norton's fons, lome yei 
■older ifian liH-nfelf, and to whoai ht wae pti 
Pticuliirly attached, was now called in, and <' 
Boregoing qutiftion put [o him by Mr. Nort 
n the moft gBeiiiunateand conciliating inai 
He reprefeiited to him the inability \ 
Vlariha to luppon [lim, that the (itticwasa 
iproachjng, when'it would be proper for S 
fto fupport her in his iurn» wnJ pointed oiltfi 
oiin me necefliiy of his pialdng choiceof GjnjJ 
[bufincfs liiiring his ftaiion, to gain hi^ live] ,, 
liood, in order to become at once a rdpc^^blfl 
IQil'reputable member of fociecy. He eo^JtU 
|re'd wliether he was inclined to adopt a fet^ 
iry or ana£livelif)s? . Z 

Alfred, wholly onprepared for foimpern 
I crWs, knew not at firft how to anfwcr, ] 
wured — fighed— paufed a^ain — then layij 
\vM of Martha's hand, which he prefled-jj'^ 
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hil^ his eyes gliftened with teai%4^«» 

'ft^Shexould bear any idea, lave thiBt ^ 

> his mother. He declared he &Quld 

purfuing his learning, and hdpedl'* in 

o be enabled to aflifl his m^^er, for 

lA he entertained a very fincere regard, 

a high efteem. 

It. Norton replied, that he fhould like him 
in apprentice, but that his poverty was the 
ob(lacl6 which could prevent him from 
iftg choice of him. Martha de(ired AU 
id to return to his young friend, and asfooa 
pi he was gone, enquired of Mr Norton what 
imn it wouU be neceffary to give with him ? 
pNH^ a^fwer was, that to one in ber circumftan- 
l|es It might feem cruel, and would certainly 
fi^ye ufelefs to mention it. However, as fhe 
feie^Med anxious about it, fifty pounds was what 
lie itiuft find himfelf oblig^ed to reqilire. 

Martha, who had never told Mr. Norton 
t^ii^the t)oy was her own, now informed him 
that Ihewas a wfdow, who had once feen bet- 
te^ days, and had lived in better circjaihftan- 
ps^i^nd that, $s (he had determiq^ from his 
^lUidhpod t)ri' giving him a go ^d education^ 
le had,'' under all the different changes fhe 
d experienced, laboured hard to fave jthe 
ley which fhe had originally intended for 
fpurpofe of putting him, (Jut:. She concI|i- 
by faying, that it Was in her power to give . 
i fifty pounds, relyiiig on the humanity^of ? 
difpofition to treat the boy with kindnefs^^. 
' to,iQil:ru£t him in his own profeflion. Mr^ 
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Horton exprefled no left furpris^ 
jCbmixieBclation of her conduft. Hi dj| 
la^ Alfred as foon as he had complef< 
twelfth year^ which would take place 
two months ; and he was accordingly b 
to Mr. Norton at that period, by the i 
Alfred Sydney Johnftone, Martha havi 
felf adopted the latter name ever fmce her' 
fidence in London. ^ 




~ii» 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 
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A Meeting of Old Friends. ^ ''W- 







W E will pafs over the three" fucceedinij^ 
years of Martha^s and of Alfred*s life— no- 
thing worthy of being related here, marked 
either. A ftate of fervitude was inimical f 
the feelings of Alfred j but he ftruggled t(X ife 
prefs pride, and obeyed wiih cheerful ac 
cence the many unpleafant commiflions whi 
he bad fkeqgently the care of difcharging. *I^ 
hours that hepaffed with Martha were 
unreftrained ; with no other could he hold 
focial converfe which \yas fo dear to his h4 
for he had fcrupuloufly fulfilled the promi 
extorted from him by her, never to reveal, 
til^^ thought proper, the myfteries of Bis 
lylife. 

Martha was now an old inhabitant of 
neighbourhood, and had the efteem and i 
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l^itof all thofe to whom (he was kn6wn.'The 
l^sO^iiud of Alfred towards her was dufifuland 
l^iable, and her afFedion for him fell little^ 
^Iptart of adoration. His rapid improvements 
Ipicre to her a fource of delight, on whiciv fhe 
&Ued not to expatiate to all her acquaintance. 
Martha longed to be equally communicative 
in regard to his J)irth ; her vanity was hurt, 
that thegrandfon of an admiral (hould be only 
I a. common apprentice ; but it was flattered by 
the refleftion that it was herfelf who had rear- 
ed and fupported him. Prudence, however, 
I k^pt her filent } and the fond hope that he 
I would be one day acknowledged by his great 
^ relations, and that ^e would be made a fine 
'^lady of, tranfported her, wartn add fanguine- 
heart.- 

She was one morning walking down Hol-^ 

born, when to her equal aftonimment and fa« 

tisfa(^ion, (he beheld Gerald begging at a 

door. She ran toward* bfim j he inftantly re- 

, cognized, and met her with unfeigned delight. 

c[ Her fable drefs exc ited curiofity— he wasfooa 

^ relieved from it by the affur^nce that Alfred 

^ waswSll. Gerald cccompanied her to her 

^.humble habitation, and they were fliortly after 

^; joined by Alfred, who fhed tears of joy and 

gratitude, Gerald expreffed the mod lively 

fatisfaftion at the altered appearance of thenx 

both. The neatnefs of Martha's drefs* and 

4be increafed corpulency which befpoke her 

^inind at eale, refreftied the withering heart ofc 

iGerald, as he (urveyed her with an affeftjoil* 
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ate reg^r4. The height of ftatureaa 
addreS of Alfred furprized and gratF 
The latter was foon obliged to leave t 
he had been fentby Mr. Norton on hmi 
tial errand, and had, as was hi&ufual cu^ 
expedited his bufinefs, that he might fna 
few moments to devote to Martha. 

As foon as he had left them, Gerald reccmfil 
ed to her the manner in which he had 
his time fince they parted. The reader will re^ 
member that Martha left him ill at Marlbo<4 
rough. His confinement was fevere and long^ 
and his finances became through it nearly ex* 
haufted. He had with much difficulty, readh< 
ed London a few days before, and was on(f#^ 
itoore reduced to begging, through real necefr 
fity. 

Martha gave him a circumftantial deicrip-! 
tion of all that the had done relative to herfelf 
and to Alfred. He heard her with^xed atten- 
tion, and highly approved every meafure fhe -^ 
Had taken. When he arofe to depart, Martha f'^ 
forced into his hand the leathern bag, and iii-»*^ 
treated him to take back what remained of il^ 
contents. Gerald was not to be perfuaded Id 
commit, what he conceived would be an igno 
ble aftion. Martha was fo liiuch affefted By 
his generour refufal, that he reluftantly took 
from her a fmall fum, to anfwer prefeatemeri 
gency. They parted wich mutual regret ai 
mutual fatisfaftion— they had been fo long a 
€Ai(lomed to the fociety of each other, that t 
keen edge of regret which had cut their uaid 
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[^5^yet, however blijnt^ by time, (ufceptible 
'if acquiring a highei^-|>6li{h, whenever chance 



pll^uld again dired their meeting, 
^^^. Martha accepted the often repeated invita- 
"^^^ton pf her friend, and prdmifed to vifit him 
^Jfrequently at the place where he hiad firft di* • 
.retted her. Their intercpurfe continued un- 
j linjterrupted for feveral weeks, when Gerald 
^ was taken more ferioufly ill than he -had hi* 
^ -thertobqen; he lent a foithful meflenger to 
r requeft Martha's immediate attendance. She 
^ I was not loiig in obeying the diftates of friend- 
I fliip and gratitude, and from a vifitanr, be- 
I came a conftant attendant upon him^ ufuatly 
{■[ pafling the whole day by his bed-fide, and ad- 
■ ^miniflering whatever he wanted, returning ''in 
[ the evening to her home. 

Alfred, following" the laudable example of 
i his mother, folicited, and obtained permiffioii 
I of Mr. Norton, to vifit her frequently at the 
lodgings of Gerald. He was Unbounded iiv 
I bis gratitude towards the latter. The carfi- 
_ which had in helplefs infancy preferved .him^ 
I now feemed to be converted into a tower of 
!|. defence, which it waft^ his duty to. ftrengthea 
jsi with his lafl breath, for the fervice.of his pa- 
^^^on and benefador. 

The feeds of induftry and virtue were faffe 

^ripening in the heart of Alfred. Humanity 

'glowed there with the fire of genius, and the* 

ge admonitions of Gerald were received and 

heriflied by him with peculiar regard. Witk ' 

.% molt tender anxiety, Gerald pointed, ouir 






-.<;. 





^o him the ftorms anJ quickfands of Kft. 
the figas by which he might be fometimeVII 
to forefee, and to avoid them. He partkuld 
ly expatiated on the perhdy of love, and in 
inconftancy of friend fhip. He warned him H 
his own experience, againfl thofe fuinmerfiiJ 
which prey on the warm fibres of dawoitj 
profperiiy, yet (hrink. from the coldnefs of ap^ 
proaching advcrfity. The erroia which had] 
proved fatal to the peace of Gerald, werethofl^ 
which he mofl widely enlarged upon. The da 
ftruftive vice of gaming, which he compar^ 
to a hidden rock, covered by the fmoolh ful 
face of the waves, he reprefented 33 the moB 
certain road to perdition. Oppofed to thai 
other vices were, he faid, comparatively fmallfl 
but that of gambling (and a tear bedewed bm 
venerable face while he fpoke) abforbed a 
virtues. It divided the deareft coneftions ; i 
broke the moft tender ties ; it transformed ma 
to amonfter; and revelled in the ruin whidj 
itfelf had created. 

The diforder of Gerald increafing to a de- 
gree that hourly menaced his life, Alfred, anx- 
ious to relieve the fatigue of Martha, who was 
become his nuife, requeued permiffion of Mr. 
Norton to let him pafs the whole of the fuc- 
cceding day with Gerald, whom he mention- 
ed to be a relation in diftrefs. Hisrequeft wai 
granted, and on the following morning, he fet 
out with a heart lightened by the confciouf 
ncfs, that he was paying to the extent 
ability, however flight, a por:ion of tf 

-jdebt of gratitude ow'in^b'i \mi\ vq his ( 
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When he arrived at the dark and miferable 
rret, in which 4)oor Gerald repofed his worn- 
tit Hmbs, he found Martha engaged with hitUf 
^ d deep and folemn converfation. It was in- 
wrupted by his prefence, and Gerald begged 
dfhim to haften toNorwood with all difpatch,* 
^^ and to dcfire the miftrcfs of the houfe, com-. 
|ijnonly called the gipfey-houle, to come to him; 
|j/ as foon as poffible; having, he laid, Ibm^ihing 
1^ of moment which he wilhed to communicate 
^ to her alone. ^ 

It was a fine morning of the early fpring, 
> when Alfred, overjoyed at the idea of being 
Serviceable to Gerald, fet out for Norwood. — 
The melodious warWing of the birds, and the 
variety of paffengers which crofled the road in 
every diredion, exhilarated his imagination, 
. and he contrafted the comforts by which he 
w-as now environed, with the mifcries attend. 
anton,and the depraved examples of a beg- 
ging and a gipfey life. In a fliort time he ar- 
rived at the beautiful and romantic foreft of 
. Norwood* He became for the firft time, gra- 
dually fufceptible of the charms of nature; and 
at length furveyed them with enthufiadic ad- 
u. miration. A lingering attachment for the 
;> fcenes of his early youth, created a fmile of in- 
^^ Jereftand pleafure, as he beheld the tawny fa- 
■•i ces around him^ and he was almoft tempted to 
'i^ believe that in every female gipfey he beheld 
^ another Martha. 'He took the neceflary direc- 
|: tions, and penetrated into the thickeft of the 
^'lforefi| where he di(covered the obje£); of his 
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fearch. The old female whom he 
had a perfeft knowledge of Gerald, ihd 
him a fjwthful promife that fhe would fe 
in the mornuig. Alfred, after having' fs^i 
ted his commiffion, was anxious to relite 
fuQcefs of it to his friends ; but the beauty p| 
the day, the hofpitality of his hoftefs, and abpv^ 
all, the furrounding fcenery, beguiled hii^ 
hours— and ere he had quitted the foreft, ih|t^ 
approaching twilight warned him that it was | 
already time for him to return to the houfe o£ 
Mr. Norton. 




CHAPTER XXIXV 



.V';-'i 
t 






Hjajters 

X HE next morning thi^gipfey matron^^as 
early in her attendance on poor Gerald. M*r^ 
th^ was there, but Alfred had ^ not return,ed» 
Her confternation increafed to agony. With 
a breaking heart (he ran to the houfe of Mr, 
Norton ; but there Alfred had not been feeci 
fince the preceding morning, and Mr. Norton^ i, 
inftead of confoling, augmented her affliflioV ^ 
by expreffing his indijgnatioii at his having (laid 
out all night. Martha, who had ever loo^d, 
up to Mr. Norton as the advifer and friei\4 ol^ 
Alfred, was Ibft in aftonifhment at the harfltn 
ne/s which accompanied his word^, and a de? 
greeof indifference to \U fate^whefe fhe 
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i to find the moft foothing and tender 
iety. To Gerald, therefore, flie returned 
comfort, for in him only it now appeated 
her it could be found. But alas ! the angel- 
had taken wing, and Gerald was np 
:?^Jon^er capable of impacting it. The furious 
V ^rolling of his eyes, and his frequent convulfive 
r^ ftarts, announced to her that reafon had for- 
f- laken him* 

The gipfey was ftill fitting by him^ and 
-Martha queftioned her relative to the confi- 
dence which Gerald had feeoied anxious ta 
repofe in her; but his endeavours • had been 
unfuccefsful. He was fenfible, and could faint- 
ly^ articulate when Martha left hirh, but v^as 
foon after taken fpecchlefs, and it was eafy to 
perceive by the diftortion of his countenance, 
- that he had no longer any knowledge of thofe 
about him. Mrs. Lee, as the lady of Norwood 
wasdcnoiuiaated, feeing' that (he could not be 
of any fervice in the prefent cafe, went home, 
leaving word with Martha, that fhe fhobld be 
ready, whenever called upon by any favorable 
Xymptom to return. 

' ' Miferabte were the fucceding hours- that 
^ paffed, bringing no relief to the agonized heart 
^t)f Martha. In every footftep (he thought flie 
heard the well-known tread of Alfred. ^The 
gloom of evening came on, and rejidered the 
;forry habitation ftill more woefuL The filth 
^^nd wretchednefs of the houfe and its inhabi- 
ts, the prophan^ revelry of its lodgers^ 
fiich aot even their dying neighbour cojulcL 









4412 t H k B EG G A ft i o^rS^ 

^ . - v -,'■■.. 

for a n^oment reftraia, all flruck cota 
on the^heart of Martha, and flie almofl: h\ 
that fhe fawlnurder committing his 
darknefs, throttgh the perforated partitw 
which divided the refpeftive chambers, 
wind whiftled through the walls, and the 
dows, more compofed of paper than of glafs^ 
rattled in their mutilated frames* Martha 
never feen poverty wear fo hideous an afpe( 
One woman, rather more decent than the reft^ 
iKit whofe eyes were fable vouchers that 
had been fliortly before engaged in tlje femi* 
nine art of bruiiing, brought a g^afs of gin in- 
to Gerald's room, for his or Martha's accept-r 
ance, and proffered her fervices.. The moftjf 
flender mark of kindnefs was ever gratefully ? 
accepted by Martha, and (he had a fellow-feel- 
ing for the woman, who feid it was her huf- 1 
band that had thus- unmercifully beaten her*. ; 
Martha invited her to partake o£a jug of a-la* j 
mode beef, which fhe fent for ; and the pooc 
creature was fo grateful for her good choer, 
that fhe made a • voluntary ofier, which Martha^ 
was rejoiced to accept, of pafling the hours oftl?| 
darknefs. with her in Gerald's chari^ber. 4J 

As they were fitting together in the dead o£^ 
night, the flranger half afleep on a. three-foot- 
ed ftool, and Martha bewailing to herfelf th( 
abfence of Alfred, and the ftate of Geraldj 
they were aroufed by a deep groan which pro 
ceeded from the wretched pallet on which 
lay. They flew to his affiftance — he raifed iB| 
glazed eyes towards beaveu-~then fixed th^ 
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ar—attcrapted vainly to fpeaK, and 
|-^ iw*iu k fliort figh expired! 
^femifch was the endbf a man whole life had 
Ipfe^i^ marked by uncommon viciffitude ; whoff 
llplisfbrtunes had originated in youthful follii^ 
^sl^but whofe mind \yas unpolluted by crimes* 
^^^-The eccentricity of his character became at 
^ l^gth his fafe-guard ; it precluded him, how- 
si ^^ver lowly his condition, from mixing, «more 
y than neceffity required, with the fraternity of 
' which he made himfelf a member, confcious fa-^ 
'periority raifedhim above meannefs ; audit is 
probable, that ha^ he lived a few years more, 
he would have returned, if not to his original 
' refpeftability, at leaft to comparative comfort 
and affluence. 

Martha now faw herfelf bereft of every 
thing ! In the two friends fhe poflefTed, fhe w^s 
not only contented, but happy. Naturally of 
a cheerful difpofition, ihe had ^obliterated all 
remembrance of the forrows of her youth, and 
her fanguine mind had frequently fuggefted to 
her, that through Alfred's means, both herfelf 
and Gerald would clofe their latter days in 
peace. All was gone with them ! — One an ex- 
tended corpfe before her, impreffed her with 
ijie fad idea, that the other ihe was never more 
to behold. The lofs of one of them, time 
might have inftrufted her to oiercome ; but 
the lofs of boib, and that together, tore her 
heart with anguiflh, and fhe refolvefl on devot* 
ing the remainder of her life to th? ftri^Steft 



^f^n^uirie; after her darling child. 
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^ She prevailed cafily ^nhcr ttea»^ 
ance, llapnah^ to watch ovi^ 6«rj3 
tyhpleihe returned for a tim0;to her Qwn 
ing J but there obtaining no tidings of J^ 
&e went to Mr. Norton, who receiveid 1 
VFith fuliennefs, and who fcemed ftill 
l^ah before indifferent to his fate. She 
jur^ him to advife and affift her in th^ft 
ihe fliould take, as moft likely to difcover;b^ 
He coWly anfwered, that it was not his b«fii 
to Ipok after a runaway apprentice, but 
of the boy to return to his duty, and tbatl^^ 
. fhould not trouble bimfelf by taking any pauHh"^ 
about him. Martha, fhocked at the unfeel|)|g^/ 
tone with which this was uttered, and by tM^j; 
man 4oo of whom ihe had formed an qpinioiirf 
fo different, could only give vent to her f ulf) 
heart, and, in an agony of tears, left his ho9l|<^ 
She returned to Gerald's chamber, and,tll%: 
next morning, went to an undertaker's wi^ 
it, with whom Ihe agreed for the funeral, i^ 
the expcnce of four guineas. That being jR^l^/J 
led, fte returned to her own lodgingrrbiil 
found the hou& was deferted, iand all her owi;i^ 
things and money gone. Now was the mei^ 
fure of her woes complete !— Now was, ^ 
cup of mifery full ! She fat down in ftupidjfo 
rpw J for the tear that ought to have relie? 
her refufed to flow ! She paiTed more than twi 
, hours in vague conjeaure. Mrs. Smith 
miffing, anclihe w^nt to the neareft neighboi|| 
to enquire more particularly into her chat; 

ter than (he had hitherto done. Tbe^afi 
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fte received were fiich as precluded all poffibU 
of ^^ being implicated in a fraud, and 
j^iiie of thefe people came with her to examine 
ipie apartments referved by Mrs. Smith foif her 
€>wn ufe. An old bureau, in which it was 
known that fhe always kept her money, was 
found broken open, and fufpicions immedi* 
ately fell on a young fervant girl out of place^ 
to whom Mrs. Smith was extravagantly par- 
tial, although fhe had been frequently caution- 
ed againd her^ in Kionfequence of the numer- 
t^us depredations fhe had committed in her 
fervices, which Mrs. Smith could not be pre* 
vailed on to believe* 

One of the women recolle&ed that Mrs. 
Smith had told her the day before, that fhe 
was going to vifit a fifler at Ifliiigton, who was 
foppofed to be dying. Shefeldom or ever went 
out ; but when fhe did, or was more than conii- 
monly bufy, fhe was in the habit of fending 
for this girl to look after her fhop. The fame 
woman went to her mother's, but was told 
that fhe had got a place at RedrifFe, though 
fhe could not exaftly tell where, and was gone 
to it the day before. 

All this was poor fatisfa^ion to the wound- 
ed mind of Martha. In the bitternefs of her 
heart, fhe accufed heaven of injuftice towards 
her, and forely lamented that fhe had ever 
J heard the name af Sydney, fince her forrow 
i^had begun with her knowledge of it. She how 
^lawthe impofliblHty of her paying the lad duty 
rJiQ her departed friend either with his or her owa 
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ihoney, for» eicceptbg a foli^f bi 
anda few (hillings that (he had abouti 
a Bngk refource had (he in the .wx>rId^Sl 
indeed^ ftill in pofleflion of the admitkFi: 
niature fet in gold, for (he had conftanti^ 
it tied on her arm, but tbat^ no confiderail 
whatever could induce her to part with* 
faw herfelf forced to countermand the fonei 
as (he had direfted it, and configu the rem: 
of poor Gerald to the care of the pari(h* 

A fudden thought caught her attentloii' 
Mr. Norton having received fifty poun ds w«^ 
Al&ed,ihe fe(blved to apply to him £cyr ^ 
much as would fatisfy the undertaker's Ji^j 
mand, and then re-commence the life of wan- _ 
dering, to which providence (eemed to have | 
devoted the rejcnainder of her care-worn days, " 
^ With reluftant (leps, (he once mor« feetiC 
her way to the fchool of Mr. Norton, to Wbepl' 
(he related with many tears her piteous (fcotf i- 
His heart was callous to the call of humaml0| 
and he refufed her humble reqdeft with t^j 
apathy of a mind (killed in worldly knowledj^^ 
Nor was k enough for him to rejeft fter oetfr 
tion ; he upbraided her in terms the mo^ ft^ 
vere, with thedefertion oiF Alfred, of wbichf 
(aid, (he alone was che caufe, being a natwij 
confequence of the improper company to whi 
(he had introduced hitn^ 

Martha, finding that all her efforts to excl 
pity in his breaft were ineffeftuai, and that feei 
returning to Gerald's lodging could be of ||4 
avail, determined to go there no moK^ 
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Pffr to refide in the neighbourhood of a man 
&Ie reproaches would only remind her more 
inbly of the lo(s of Alfred, whom ihe thought 
eore likely to difcover by a life of aftivity 
Jd conftant rambling, than by fojourning in 
^#iy fixed home. 

On her return to her lodgings, (he found 

%]iiat Mrs. Smith wasjuft come home, and was 

in a ftate nearly as deplorable as her own.— 

Mrs. Smith had, however, good and wealthy 

relations, and Martha had not a fmgle friend 

m the world, nor any other tie, fave that of 

fome relations at Marlborough, who were 

^l4Bqually as poor as herfelf^ The few cloaths of 

; hex own and of Alfred that remained with 

r Mrs. Smith, ihe fold for a mere trifle, to pay, 

39 far as it would go. for her Igdgings^— but 

Mrs. Smith kindly refufed, by accepting it, to 

impoverifh her more and more, and none of 

the furniture being gone, (he infiflied on her 

pafling the night there. The next mornings 

after taking a tender farewell of each other, 

Mrs. Smith promifing to vgive Alfred a fiealed 

t tetter'left lier by Martha, in cafe of bis return. 

^Martha fet for \vard once mor^ in her begging 

p«pacity, and bent her way to* the foreft of 

^feNarwood. 
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Di/coveries^ ^- ■ 

W E win now return to the wandering;, 
fired, whom we left coming from Norwjbq^i 
dated with the fuccefs of his miffidn, and t 
good fare which he had partaken of» It w 
hte in the evening when he entered the ftreebl 
of London^ and he had about half an hou^l 
walk to Gerald's lodging, whea he found him* 
felf furrounded and ^ized by a body of men, 
whom he concluded to be thief-takers^ 0? 
other officers of juftice. His terror would ha;ve^| 
been inconceivable, had he not been fupported 
by that confcious integrity, which gave hlmv 
courage to overcome it. In a voice, faltered" 
*by furprize, yet undaunted by fear, he eage,riy 
demanded their bufmefe, and of what crime 
they had toaccufehim ? They muttered amdn|^,^ 
themfelves, while they enq^uired who were hw^ 
parents, and from whence he came ? In the in 
nocence of his heart, he replied to each iritife^ 
rogatory, and ilie words which ought to bgvei 
acquitted^ condenined him* They faw in Ki ' 
a youth void of powerful conneftions ; pofll 
fmg fpirit of mind, and vigour of body, fuj 
cient to encounter difficulties the moft ar^ 
ous ; and fuch a one was fitted to their pt 
pofe. It was a prize feldom to be met wj 
among the puny children of indolence, 
jhey refolved not to fuflfer him to efcape tW 
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yord^ facciseded the feverity of theif firff 
^ilaJutation, and they adured him that no further . 
l^rm was meant, than to engage him to do 
^^^^liething like themfelves,ibr the benefit of 
l^liis king and country. 

Alfred, whofe generous heart had not as yet 
C formed any idea of treachery^ was inclined to- 
believe that thefe were men of the world, who 
were capable of inftrufting him in its ways,- 
^^^;l|fad who might probably be the means of en* 
r abling him to provide at length, for the future 
icomfort of his mother, and their mutual 
friend, Gerald^ They appeared happy in each 
I other, and why fliould he not prefer a fociety 
of men J to the flavifh part that he was obliged 
to take as a child, in the management ff Mr.^ 
Norton's fchool and his houlhold ? Not willing 
to lofe fo favourable an opportunity of advanc-^ 
ing his fortune, he confented to accompany 
' them to the Admiral Hawke, near Tower^Hill 
, refolved in his own mind, not to delay longer 
. than another hour, ihe welcome intelligence to 
F Msjrtha and Gerald, oi his being at laft in the 
way to that preferment, which be coveted on- 
ly, as it would enable fhem^ his beft ^nd dear- 
ie, eft friends, to fhare it.- 

Ple^fant and enticing converfation beguilecTs 

Itbe time, until they reached the Admiral 

llawke, wheh they^were joifted by two or three 

i| moi e, one of them fomewhat younger than Al- 

edf The mafter of the houie familiarly ac- 

ofted them, and feemed to be of their inti»- 

te acquaintance. Ohe,^who feemed- t^lwt^ 
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thtir leader, introduced Mr. Jobmloibef 
fred, who had given them bis name, mr^ 
for the firft time denominated^ tp hi$ pa 
notice and attention, as a young ^gentle 
who had volunteered in their fervice,altho 
his binh and connexions rendered him far 
perior to it. 

Vanity over-ruled th€ judgment of 
and though filent, he bowed acquiefcence 
was requefted to drink with them. He refuBi 
under the juft ple^, of having never drais 
more than to fatisfy his third, which was all 
j&Mhought, that nature required. But tbey 
thought otherwife, and their perruafions be* 
coming at length trrelinible, Alfred was pre«^ 
vailed on to fwallow the warm and potent glii 
and water, with, which the mader of the hoiife 

.ani his comrades continually aflailed.Jhim. la. 
a fhort time he fell afleep, but was fuddecdy 
roufed by a voice, to which he had been long 
accuftomed, and which proclaimed in no (bom | 
of melody, that the twelfth hour was pa£kd« 
The (Irength of his mind preponderated, and 
with giddy head, and daggering limbs, he he^ 
gan to refleft that Gerald was probably dyii^,|; 
and Martha, deeply deploring his abfence. 

, arofe, and anxioufly enquired the neareft wa; 
^othe ftreet in which Gerald lodged. A you 
man feated. near him, whofe countenanep b 
fpoke kindnefs, offered to condud him thi 
but firft infifted on his bidding good-nigbc 
the company. In a glafs^ of which kc wo 
partake^ 
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The dictates of reafon worked powerfully 
^ the mind of Alfred J but gratitude for fa- 
'13^*i^ars received, and a wi(h to be confidered a 
tMlnan, like ohe of them, hurried him to the lad 
i:h?draught of intoxication — all prelent had com- 
bined againft him— and his ruin was accomp- 
liflied and inevitable. 

Alfred, oh awaking, found himfelf in a 
ftrange place, and furrounded by men whom 
he had never before feen. A motion too, of 
which he had no idea? he was how fenfible of} 
but having never been on the water, knew net 
what to attribute it to. A furly-looking fellow 
at I^ng anfwered his enquiry in few words, by 
telling him that they were in a Gravefend 
boat, and ihould be on board the Hyena ten<» 
der in leTs than an hour. All this was enig- 
matical to poor Alfred, who having never 
heard, could not poffibly comprehend that the 
laws fandlioned fuch a flagrant violation of li- 
berty. In agony of heart, he appealed to eve- 
ry pitying power, but they were all deaf to his 
petition. He looked around, but no onefeem- 
ed inclined ta commiferate his heavy afflidion. 
At length a very young man, whom he had 
feen, but not noticed, addreiTed him : 
^ ' * You ai^ear to be unhappy, Sir !* ^ . 
fe; * I am indeed — but do not take an intereft 
in my behalf, left the rancor of my, enemies 
i fliould extend towards yourfelf.* 
% ^ Have you enemies. Sir ?* 
|fe: ^ I lately thought that 1 had not— biit I an> 
Itorn from the only two friends I poflefled oa 
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fanh) i^d they who committed me 
liavc been enemies/ 
. * But Sir, of what cruehy dp yon^oift] 
, * Of the worft of cruelties. I am «n 
prentice to a refpedtable fchool-maucrv 
has behaved to me hitherto like a father, 
kindnefs induced him to give me a hd^la^ 
when I knew that my abfence was inconvt 
ent — but it was my duty to pay attention 
thofe, from whom I had from infancy eKp^ti< 
enced it. Arrived at the houfe where 1 iiftu| 
CKf^^tedy I heard with deep regret that one: 4>f^ 
thefe was dying. He4>efougbt me to go a itvr 
miles into the covmtry, and I obeyed him. Mj^' 
buflnefs was infearcfa of an old friend of fi^: 
to whom he wiffaed to make fome particulkt^ 
communication^ I fucceeded in my miifif^^ 
and was returning home joyfully, when I waf 
ftdpped by a party of meui who enticed roe by 
various ways— and at length— I take fhame t<r 
ray felf while I relate it Is— feduced me for tli*' 
fir ft time in my life, into the abominable yicr 
oi drunkennefs. The return of my reafon ^^i^ 
fatal :^ for it (hewed that I was a prifpac^-^ 
had committed no crime to deferve to be f^tbQ' 
and I demanded an allegation to prove ^; 
grounds on which I am, not only detaimldj 
here againft my will, but threatened witb^fili 
ture exile — probably Havery and death.* . 
The boy (hook his head— Alfred conrinl 
Ms that look a good or evil omen ptf 
fate?' -^^^ 

* ¥oua(k me, Sir, and I will tell you^ 
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TH'E BEGGAR BOY* 

^^iriuft;eia£l your fecrecy-^for it is trcafon to 

^afc ^ifr^. My father was, like yourfelf,^ in- 

irtigled while a boy. He had no friends chat 

^riflied him, confeqaently no remembrances 

torment. Long fervitude inured him to 

lardfliips, and at length he became accuftomed 

]^ them. He embraced the life of a failor, and 

gloried in his profeflion. Fortune favoured 

him, afii after feveral years, he returned to 

f^ £ngtand, and married an amiable woman. A 

M few fhort months were all that were allowed 

^ him to remain with her y and thefis were palFed 

C in mutual happinefs. When my father was 

i commanded on board, he left my mother 

^ young with child of me, and fondly pronfifed 

himfelf and her, that ere the time other bring* 

ing forth, he (hould be again in England. 

' True was his prophecy. The merchant* 

man to which he belonged,returned laden with 

' the fpoiis of the foe, and dropped her anchor in 

King's-Roadt Her men partook of an equal 

diftribution of prize-money, and my father 

was one of the firft to pack up his litttle all in 

a fiik handkerchief, which he flung acrofs his 

Iboulder, and began, by toilfome marches, to 

proceed on, his journey louthward. He had long 

fince anticipated his Fanny *s joy on hailing his. 

;V fafe return, and dreaming whether he fliould 

have to rejoice in a male or female child, when 

- he was entrapped in the way that you have de- 

^: fcribed, and forced on board of a man-of-war, 

Jt bound to the Weft-Indies. The fatisfadion of 

l^jy^riting, to inform his Fanny of his fate,, was,. 
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with^favage barbaiity, d^Died himb!^^| 
titer lived to make me the troublelctmE' 
life, and foon after funk into axi^ii 

; * Vain have been ipy endeavours- hitte 
to find out whether my father be living pr^l 
As no chance remains of my difcovering 
and my grandmother, by my mother^s, ^ 
who had the care of my infancy, is lately dt^s^ 
1 have volunteered into the fea-fervice, in tSi 
hope, that I may fucced in my farther inqul^ 
n$8 refpe£Ung him* I underftand that we 
alio bound to the Wed-lndies^* - , , 

Alfred darted, and fighed heavily. 

ITieir converfation was interrupted by theSii 
being turned into a man-of-war's boat, th^ 
came along-fide to receive them. It was aoii 
that poor Alfred felt all the horrors of his fi(ua-»i' 
tion* Ci^mmed into the hold with ^ fet e^:;. 
wretches, whofa blalphemies and execratiqas 'li 
terrified him, ncft even the fbciety of his youig^^^i 
friend, who was employed as a cabin-bojTi^ 
could alleviate bis feelings ; his own difmai re^ 
fledions, to torture ft ill more ' acutely his ago^ 
nized bofom, operated at letigth as opiates^oji; 
the heart of Alfred, and he funk into a ftatem 
mental ftupefadion* * Alas !' faid he to hi^i; 
felf,. ^ but two days fince, and I was trippi;|^ 
gaily over the lovely foreft of Norwood, i^ 
congratulating myfelf on my exchange fi?cp|^ 
the begging and gipfey life !— Alas ! how eife* 
viable would that be, compared to niy pr< 
iituation !— My mother and my bene& 
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fefo t My own raifery I could fupport— »but 
i&Hr*s I cannot!' 

)!: Such were the Ibrrowful reflexions of the 
^bhappy Alfred — bad provifions; and hard la» 
plour were his portion. The (hip to which he 
Jpjelonged lay three weeks in the Downs and he 
K repeatedly requefted leave to fjpeak to one of 
^ his officers, but was as cdnftantly refuled. The 
I indulgence of pen, ink, and pap<gr was denied 
i hinv, and many days pafled before Jack FreeU 
? ing, whom he now confidered as his friend, 
could interchange with him a few words of 
private converfation. Through his means, a 
letter was fent to Martha ; but, unfc^tunately, 
[f it was direfted to Gerald's lodging, and did 
not arrive till feveral days after Martha had 
ceafed to go there, and that Gerald was laid in 
the ground. Thepeopteof the houfe, there- 
fore refufed to pay the poftage; and if they had 
done fo, Martha would not have received 
I it, as they were ignorant what was become, of 

I It would be impoffible to enumerate the 
many hardfhips which Alfred was fated to en- 
dure on board the Leander. He was punifhe4 
^for not knowing that which he had never been 
taught, and the wretched gang to which he be- 
longed hated him in proportion as his prii\ci« 
pies differed from theirs. 

After a tedious paflTage, they put into King- 
^ fton-harbour, in the ifland of Jamaica. The 
^j|iip's i^mpai^ were very fickly, and it was 
'^^ ud neceffary to fend them in finall numbers 
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. :Wi Ihorc, to rcgsiin flyeugtb, 
return. 

'' Young Fredkigy who was high^#y 
with the officers, found no difficuUy^in hi 
his rcqueft , granted to go on fliorc'veij 
quently. Johnftone, as Alfred was now 
ed, wa^ fotnetimes permitted to accojti 
him, and often did thefe young friem^ta: 
together in Kingfton and its vicinity, ix 
one day, they obferved over the ^oor of 
vern, the name of Freeling, and AM 
companion, always anxious about the fat 
his father, determined to enquire whether 
keeper of this houfe could give him any ii 
mation. They therefore went in« \and 
foon found an opportunity of accofting 
landlord, and afked him, whether he knevi 
'was related to the Freelings of Liverpool! 
which the man replied, he did know fomet 
of them, but what of that ? 

^.Becanfe,* anfwered Jack, * my father w; 
that place, which he left many years^ago^^ 
V we have heard no tidings of him/ 
^ The landlord, who had all th^ appear 
of being purfe^proud and infolent, eyed, 
with a look of contempt ; which the latter 
well liking, immediately added, ^ Nay, 
you need not look jat me like agfeptj 
pigmy : I don't come to crave any favo 
you J I am the fon of as wgnhy a maiif'as;| 
fete* - I 

The landlord grinned horriHy a :gi| 
fipile~* A very worthy man, I dare be f^fi 
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ucsoi t' find hinvr ■'/;:'■- ♦'■•-;,/- t^s-^-^ 

irietfaaa yourfelf j po, no, ^my fcim 
happy at home to run away*— He v^? -but 
tsmri^d^ axid was dragged aw^y % i^^^^/ 

* ■Ehe landlord's mufcles relaxed, and froni 
. ^e yacant flare of contempt, he begsin t6 ki^ 
&«t |tck with a degree of curiofity, ^ Andprsty,, • 
I' ^y^ man/ (aid be, * bow long is it fi^e 
I i^r iadier was prefied V * i C 

v* If you would haye patience/ arifwet^ 
P Jfiick^ -^ I would tell you all about him and xn}r- 
? ielfi* The landlord fat down. • If you pr<^0 
H 10 be akin to me/ he ftud, * you fhall not waftt 
jC #inend in Jamaica, my lad/ ' ^ ^ 

■ \ * Sir/ replied Jack, * I don't want to pr6Y« 
; ;iayf(?lf akin to you — I want to find my fatber/ 
'^^ Well, that's right,' anfwered the landlord^ 
Jfo now tell yourftory.' .,; ^"^ 

^^'Jack related it to him in nearly tbe^^^im^^ 
ic^ms in which he had communicated it to Al* 

ir !!•* And lb/ laid the landlord with a lbft|ried 
M #pige, * your mother died when you was bortfc* 
if ^ She did indeed,' anfwered Jack, * and I ijever 
^r knew either father or mother/ and the tears 
l^^ame into his eyes. ' 

^ ♦ Pbor boy T cried the landlord, * poor boy, 
P^|4i<i I fupipofeydur grandmother often told]^ 
* ^digat you was like your mother.* *! 
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*■ O.yes/ replied Jack, * (he offtn iotcl;ii 
ihat, and I believed loved me the better fcril 

* 'Why,' faiil the landlord^ tal-ing his hanc 
ind looking in his face, * why> 1 ihiiik th«i 
\t2 UkcneTs.* 

* What then,* faid ilie boy» * did you \ 
pHv iniMlier, Sir f And can you teil mo an 

thing of Diy father ?— Perhaps you are a rel 
lion then.' 

* lam indeed,' replied the landlord, buil 
ing into tears, and taking ihe boy in bis ara 
— ~* 1 am indeed, for I am your taiher ! Pooi 
|)oor, dear Fanny ! How {hould I have rejoice 
to have ftiared my good fortune with her l- 
Well, God's will be dofie ! My boy yon.ai 
welcome to your father.' 

Alfred could not refrain his tears of joy c 
this occafion. * And who/ adted the landlon 
* have we here ?' 

•A worthy lad,' faid Jack, * that ha»i 
right to be here ; an apprentice boy, eo^ 
ped asyou were.' it^ 

* Wore's ihe pity,' cried the landlord— 
Vil&h for yo""" l^^j 1 >"ay be ab!e to do hit 
any kindnefs ; but whilll he remains, he f 
always be welcome to the bill this houie ca) 
afford.' 

Jack and Alfred mutually expreffed ibci 
thanks, and palled the remainder of the dx 
with the landlord, in ail the felicity that h< 
nefl: hearts feel, when providence feemsvi/ibl 
to interfere in the accompHfiiment of unespei 
tted events, for the bappinef^ of its creatures^ 




:hapter XXXI; 

More Tran/itions. 

■yREELINO, ihe landlord, bcin^ 
jl fitu:Ued xn think of returning lo Englajui 
I too well pieafed wkh his Ton jo thiak o 
ting with him, arrangsJ mauers with th 
pers, fo as that from a cabia-boy, Jack be 
ae the heir apparent to the Britannia ta 
n, a circuinftance on which lie was fincereli 
lgr;LliiUted by Alfred, who Iiad now ni 
fed left in the fliip. During the (hort ilini 
remained at Kingfton, he experienced all ih 
sd-will that could be ihewn him by the fa 
jr of his friend, and no means were left un 
Id by Jack, to recommend Alfred to the fa 
[of thofe officers, who had evinced a part] 
BT partiality for young Freeling. 
It length, however, the fhip, which was t 
fe been (latioiiary, was ordered to return t 
bland, and Alfred took an affeifling farewt 
aU friends. The Leantler had tiot bee 
hy day; at fca, before Ih; cams in fight i 
penJl man-of-war, to whom fliegavechac 

coming up with iier, an adlion commen 
which much gallantry and no Itffs obfl 
was difplayed on both fides. The ternr 

in, however, proved unforlun;i'j to tJ 
jinder, which was boarded by '■'■ 
and in the event, Alfred ic.v. 

tfii war in the hold of a v ;-J'. I. ■■vUC 
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ed to -^avre^e-Grace. and s^oqi t&e&ce 1 
i^ere, waiting f^eicl^i^ 

5,. Alfred experienced all the, fiorroihi 
;ench prifbn/ - ^^>?. 

i In this deplorable ftate he ebntiri\*ei 
months, frequently contrafting hk fatsmj^ 
ations with his prefent, and often wi|E^ 
lamenting, that he was not among e^- 
meaneft horde of the mean eft beggars,! 
might be free to rove at large among jfle; 
tfndwilds of his native country. His fall 
were not a little aggravated by the ccn^t\ 
lion, that he had no (hare in bringing ' 
lamity on himfelf i^ that he was in a a 
tively refpedable ftate j that he had 
done, nor meditated an injury to ahy^ 
whatever: i and that in the very aft of Vo 
the beft impulfes of his heart, he 
trepanned from happinefs to mifery| 
freedom to flavery^ ;^; 

. In meditations like thefe, pafled t^e 
days and nights of the forrowful J^ 
his foulfickened with wretchednefs ; 
was debilitated, and his mind alm^ft 
It unfortunately happened, that hif f? 
ferers vented, iheir paffions in i{^|i 
and he found no folate in the condot 
a kindred heart. 

The joyful hour of exchange at 
t^hen Alfred, with his fellow-pi^*'*' 
6nc^ more to tafte the fweetg Of 
be releafed from the moft dreS 
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, prepared for the purpofetctf 

_ the E»gIi(h'prifoners to Dov€r^ 
%as the paffage, it was produftive of m 
to Alfred. For the veflel had been 
hours at fea, before a temped arofe, ai 
witneiled the dire efFefts of the moft' 
^ous fceae that nature can exhibit, 
ging conte/l between the winds of liej 
the waves of the fea, the veflel was 
autumnal leaf in the rapid whirlwindj 
dcferc, Alfred, with his companiom 
and full of terror, almoft regretted 
mifery they had quitted — for death 
;then:i in every wave, and certain del 
feemed to await ihem. After fufFerihj 
Hours, fometimes whirled as it were,! 
the French, and fometimes towards th< 
cdaft, a mort: violent gale drove them 
Goodwin Sands where the dorm o 
with incraafed violence.. 
^; For three hours, •they combated 
ev^table danger. At one moment^ - tl 
Vaifed,>sit were, to Heaven's higbeft 
and at the, next, burled to the ei 
fitottbmlefs abyls, where a friendly; 
'fiifcatd them ; at length the ycr 
^l^/Bi^dib^ Teaman's ffopes wereMi 
whofe undaunted foul 
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l^ltofi keel upix^ 
1^ break of^ dw% ^ Ife^i^^ i^ 
^ ontinue the fihftg of thegi^ 
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l^pfererheard and lamented by t^ie jKai^^ii 
- : t'itanifgate pilots, who wifhed, but "" 

"^ t^lerapt ta weather the tremendo^ g^'"* 

' v t It was near four in the mornhilglt^ 
^fathad juft begun to tinge the Heikirel 
r agt'eyifh hue, when the men^ e?tiiai 
working at the pump, gaveiip the 
duty, aind recommended thenifetves tot 

, i©<kl. The lea gained very rapidhtoa 

'rSA^Fred, left faint-hearted than the 

/^ his comrades, walked the deck, 
Imtbot unmanned by fear. By the 
glafs, he defcried a boat, in which 
• midfhipman, and four failors making t' 
them } but fcarcely bad he time to 
the falutary news, ere the veflel fbij 
• other fea, which in a moment ov 
^ htx. - The boat was already launched 

• ^it^f with two of his (hijpmates, wet» 
jferfons who ventured to board ht^^ 

•^vi^ere fpeedily conveyed to Ramf] 
found they were indebted for their p 

■::■: to Captain Bertie, who commanded 
derer ; and who, at a diftance 
<diftrefs, had orderec^that his fhip 
to, until the miferable fufferers 
fended on' the neareft fliore. 

V ~^^ It happen^ that the two , fail 
;«|^ficed, efcapedJhe wrecks hai^;| 
ifi Ramfgate, who kindly r<a^^ 
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torn 

e -Was impati^at?^ tO^ 
I^IMi^pnaiidto enquire^EterMi 

the fituatlon of his CO 
^tiije poverty of their relations j hg 
p^ l^m ^heir ffeeling$ by i:e£u(ing afty -l|l|^i^ , ^ 
ffilt^they^ TO^ offered hii% ^^3^q^^ 

IsJlp^Mg^ Ramfgate a day or twc^' 
l^^jffopofed for his departure. 
^ oE^g nsitural delicacy in the mind^of Al&e4» 
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i|§i<ph his fufferings had rather polifiied^ it^ 



€d^ and with 2^ palpitating heart-h^lfe;^ 

compelled once niore tq rdjaj^J^t^ 

jdiaurader of a JBeggai^-Boy^ and tims m^^l^;^^ 

:^[^c|gi^eft tSwards the capital. . W 

J w iJOa the road he was not very imporluna^j 

. jjf^JKttle would fatisfy the wants of Al|red»ja^ 

j|&^ did ndt beg for begging's fake^^ What he 

; .|^^ esxperienced in his ftiort fojourn in th& 

'>1^rWi iltled his mind with falutary refl^fikions 

?>rjrf^nd he arrived in London, though not abet- 

^!^r, yet a wifer young maa than when lie leftl|» 

Z ^f^^ liis firft care was to go to Mr. Norton*s 

ijidufe, but he had the mortification of hearing 
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wzt he had been dead near a twelvemontti 



t<hit his widow, who^ was already married 
|-^^ai^, had removed to another county— ^d 
f^'iS^ her elded fon, the juvenile friend and fa«^ 
#brite of Allred, was fo incenfed at the choice 
iti ]9^d madefi that he had left ber^^ and wa« 

fir'.!;'- -■-^- :.■'-/■'.- v' ■-■■'" .; • '... ■ -;_ 1^2. , " :■ ' 
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^Bone as an Articled clerk to an atu>rney ia ifa 

^K Be next went to Mrs. Smith, whom lii 
^wun«J wcl!, five thai (he wsk gro\Tn vary ia 
^■rm. She lived in (he vicinity of the hmiG 
^niich the fcrtnerly rEnieif, but haJ for a. Icn^t^ 
^Bf tiinc decliued bufinefii. She relaicil to him 

^B« patticuhrs of the robbery, ?- ■ ■ '■— 

^■lagtng over all her boxes 2m 

^Bnglh fuutid the lecier which .'^ 

^mthlier, forhim. But Mrs. S...-i.. ..^^ „^, 

^■Qceheatd of her, and ihe letter limpiy coa< 

^Htted at) account of the lofs of her icoQer-^ 

^ud ih;it Qie, defpairing of ever n\ore keSiA 

^Ber darling child, and having lo^ OeralJ.iiu 

HfeteiiuiQed on retorning to a beggar's life. " 

^K iTiis coinrnunicaliou wrung tb* h€3rt ol 

Alfred, and the dirappoininieot Ii^ experienccJ, 

in not being able to obtain further in:;;lligeiV6 

of Maltha was as fevere as that which ihefeeKiffi 

mind ulone can prove, on having its fondw 

hopes deftroyed. He infiantly vefolved 

^otng to Norwcod, to finJ if there waa sray 

tpofiibilily of tracing Martha; bui, Mrs. Smim 

I'fiaving a garret unoccupied, he accepted her 

\ Savitatlon, for the night, and the next nornine^ 

fei out on his walk, with a large oaken fticfc, 

and in apparel ss humble as hislituation. 

He walked very fall, and was proceeding 
down the lane, beyond Kenninglon, when he 
was alarmed by the fcreams of a female voice, 
at feme little diflaace. Running to ihe fpot, 
he perceived a gig, by the fide of which ftood 
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_ ijis fti^k, levelled a blb\ic at ti^aTii^ 
p^Jl^aderer, wiio 10 a moment fu^^^ 
^r^P^d^ The other took to fligfet, a^^ 
W^^Ce acknowledgilien her deU^tte^ 
pl^pj^ucSounded, requefted that he \vt)ul3 ic 
^Icip^ay her in the gig to the fbreft, whS^^ 
^jl^^ily accepted. They left the pluhleprl^ 
;^|^ of infenfibility, deeming tha^ i" f&^i^ 
^ punifliment, as the lady was by^no te^tito' 1 
I i^j^ned, to become his public prolecutrii. 
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^tf their way, the lady gave Aifred'tb i|i^ 
nd, that me was going^ to the; foreft '*^ 
l^rpurpofe of having her fortune told by |^^^ 
ies, and Alfred fervently prayed that aiitiQii|f^^^^^i^ 
them he might difcbver his mothef. 'r irS^^ 

^^They drove to the Horns public twt^f^ f^ 
Ifiere fhe ordered a comfortable dinner, '-^laiMMd:^- 

lie it was preparing^ made every enquiry 
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nft^ people of the houfe refpeding the fewtune^ 
log tribe; but learned,^ to her mortificii^Sp 
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flon^ that they bad left Norwood for the ^^«|S- *^ 
tier, felddm vifiting it at that feafon, except 611 
^Qudajs., The lady expreffed much ' Tegret| 
and finding that her purpofe was fruftratedji^^TC/* 
quefted of Alfred to fee her home, which he 
cpuld not with propriety decline, although Ct 
was his wifh to fearch the for eft and its viiiin|% 
for the purpofe of obtaining tidings of Mtr« 
tha. She^ however^ expreflirf herfelf (o aii^ 
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iir;;:^UjWited and informed tbtltj^, 

lain^e'had indicated, related tp hi 

!^|uifl^9 the object of her moimi^ 

^j tirhich was merely tp beq 

liune^ with the cuftoms and the ma 

r >«^' i^^ pcciafion Xf delct^ 

<Ji^4^ was then writing. A 

r^j^irii, became equally comiriuiiitati^Jj^ 
'~^^er enough of bisftory, to conviA?* 

all about them. If e xaire 
.. iwreSore, all the intelligence worth kilg 
" ^^ich yet amounted to but little \ a^ 
^'^^* tinife, they arrived at a genjoeW 
|in Hart-Street, Blooufljuty,^'^ 
^ #a*vquickly opened by a fodt-boy, w 
la43f directed ^^ ^^^^ home the gig, 
to-feiid in the maid, that (lie niiglfL 
er, ■■; - ■ , -'^ "• 

Sttii intioduced Alfred intoaiieat 
an4 then called out to Tom, not toHu? 
Mstry* : * She is a poor, good old crealiil 
d^vlivfed,' laid Bie to Alfred j *'^^' 
afllfVjfery flow j y«t I cannot find iapy BflS 
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utas afterwards, the old cireatbrp 



iu^ tpcig oir a clean whitf aproii^,atj^^ ' ; 
^Ijr^^goinijg tip to her lady*; %afc|||^l "^ 
Ipcjfeen the firft word, v^hen Alfre^|> 
Jy agitated, haftily^arofe, arid exc^aunedV^J^ 
mother! my mother T fork was $ii4^5 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 



Curio/ity and Enquiry. 










ARTH A gave a vacant ftare, which re-^ 
co^^d Alfred, and immediately funk fenft;- 
iJ^cm the iloof. All tt^at h\imanity and Idni^* '■:> 
'nciCs^V;dald fuggeft to the mind pf Mrsi How-,:^ 
^d, were praftife4 by that amiable woman/ 
vrfid^in her anxious folicitude for Martha, ap*- , 
;|peared more like her friend than her miiirei|; 
: Mairih^ v^s at length rpufed fromjier ihgx3^ 
an^ X floNod of tears relieved her tortured bo*^:;. 
^m^ ais (he lurveyed the manly form, the ^ |*i^ 
i(htd i^anner, andthefhabby drefs of Alfred* 
iJH^ wo\44i^ftve a4e(i him in onsf breath tea 
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terminated fo happily, as to ccmh 
'from apparent evij; real gocwl kjtixp 
trailed"*— and flie congratuladjer ' 
" luectinj? of two liumaii beings v^soiA^i 
[ itiiy cnerilbed, while her tearfut ^ ^ 
^claimed the feelings of her bestt^iiwBLl^m 
niulous voice befpoke ihemumph offc "" 

Martha requefted permiflion df ~ ^^ 
^ that Alfred might go with hefc 
kitchen, which was accordingly g;faslti||i^| 
the benevolent hoftefs, throwing afide^&V 
Tiiminated at leifure on the events of ~ 
They were fuch as gave comfort tolii^ 
f6r (he reflefted on the benignity wi&! 
^^^vidence had been pleafed to dtf ^^ 
^nd from which fhc now derived fuch? 
tisfaflion. - Her fupper ended, ihe 
Martha and her young charge to bed< 
joyed that reft in her own j which noj 
mind^ can experience. > 
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alidiis, which it was natural to; fe 

|jM bethe reAilt of their firft private mter- 

fe.^^any were the tears that dropped aver 

^fiwfowed cheek of Martha j while |he liffen- 

1<S the plaintive relation of the youiig AI- 

^8 fufferings^ and many were the ftifled 

that rent J&/X bofom 5 while he liftened to 

.^_r accurtiulated forrows. 

l4 i When breakfiaft was over, Mrs. Howard de- 

^tl^ed the private attendance of Martha, and in- 

I fpTpaed her, that during the greateft part of 

fk|%e night, ihe had been meditating on Alfred'^ 

efent and future ftate^ She grieved, (he faid, 

that (he had not an eligible offer to make him ; 

feiir, aflured Martha, * That fhe would, in the 

courfe of a few days, fee her relation, Admi- 

f al M*Bride, to whom fhe would recommend 

iiim, in the ftrongeft terms, for a fituation on 

lH)atd his fliip, if poffible ; or, if that coutd not 

r be effe^ed, at lead in a fliip under the cotti- 

jtiand of one of the adinirars friends/ 

Martha hung down her head, but miade no 
anfwer. 
.^> Mrs. Howard, conjefturing that 'Martha 
p l>ad no other idea beyond that of retaining him 
t near herfelf, rang the bell, which was anfwer- 
r >ed by Tom, and defired that Alfred would at- 
^ tend her^ She was ftruck by his prepofffefling 
I appearance, which being invigorated by thofe 
v^iv^olefome balfams to the mind difeafed^ileep, 
l^nd^l^ompofure of mind, had acquired A degree 
of fi^^iority over that of the pregedfitg oay» 
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mhich ftill operated more powerfally I91; 

vour. 

Mrs. Howard queflioned him on the. 
of his inclinations relative to his future '^ 
tiation. Alfred turned his eyes on M^ 
\^ho immediately conjeduring that MrSt Bn 
ard fuppofed him b;rought up to Jtbe fea, 
ceived that lady^ by alTuring her^ that he 
an apprentice to &|r« Norton, a fchooUmafte] 
at the time he was imprefled, and rudely fn 
ported to Jamaica.. Alfred then expatiated 01 
ev«ry particular th^at occurred to himon tjbati 
iflan4 — his fubfequent imprifbnment at Calaai 
and ilUfated return to England — his motive 
for going to Norwood— when, as He elegan^ 
€xprefred himfelf, he was fortunate enough to 
rjender her the trifling fervice, for whith he 
alieady fo largely overpaid-^that the laft 
of his blood would prove but a fmall recoup 
penfe* were it now Ihed in her defence. 

Mrs. Howard, after exprefjEtag by tears b( 
fehfe of Alfred's gratitude, gave him leave lo 
retire ; and difpatched Tom for her taylor, wbc^i 
had hej: inftruSions to provide him wijh a/* * 
of clothes, which were promifed on the 
fowijug evening. She likewife purchafed 
every other article of dr.efs-w-and the fame 
informed him, that fhe would engage to > 
ploy, him in her own houfe for a mipn^^, 
which time ihe thought it more than prpbal 
th^t (bmething better might turn up to 1^^ 
vapiage, .^V • Z^ 

TM.e day pafled pa with f^tisfai^^ 
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»tid the next morning; at the^ 
HJartha^ late Mary, in the houfe of jMriS 
ilrdyw^s accuftamed to wait iipph h^^ 
' , atnd to confult with her on the fubj^iCf 
finer, fhe fequefted with much for malityl 
Idlemnityv that flie might haire ah hour's 
e, having, Ihe faid, matters of weight 
^^^moment, which fhe wifhed to communi- 
J^leto her alone. Mrs. Howard, with aftnite' 
^approbation, granted her requ.ft-^aad hiv- 
i^ feated Alfred at her defk, reKred to her 
^i?m: apartment, where (he (hortly after futn- 
Qicined Martha to divulge the fecret, which to 
&fr feemed of >fo much importance. 

After a long preface, ^Companied by lUa* 
ay courtefies ami apologies, Martha related to . 
Mrs. Howard the whole of Alfred's Jiiftory— - * 
uid in order to obviate any fufpicion as to bar 
veracity, produced the picture of Admiral Syd* 
aey, which not even her deepeft diftrefs liad" 
vf^ been able to prevail on her to part with# , , 

The liberal heart of Mrs. Howard over- 
ftixwed with the moft tender pity, while fhe lift- 
sued to the fad recital of the young •Alfreds 
wrongs^ and Maltha's tried attachment to him» 
S&epromifed that both fhould fxnd in her a 
^end^and that her exertions fhottid not be 
l^animig to help them to a better. 
i Mrs. Howard remembered that fhe had fre- 
|uenily heard^ Admiral M*Bride mention Ad- 
xifiral Sydney, as a brave officer, an excellent 
an, and one of his oldeft friends— but faid 
ihing of the latter circumflanicc to Martha, 
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^iia^ii^^ the chamfeir ill 

** li^l^r^ious, figuifyiog pnly .that^ 

|^i>e^)iq^Wful of the iiitef^fts^.^^ 

^^0fct bec^ime froai ihis moinentt* a^^; 

; ^IIPSLr^^^ to the heart of Mrs. iipwpdi^i 

• ife^ itt the enquiries flie detennis^ 

ifter" the family of Admiral Sydneyi 

"" had fcarcely begun to fill for the wiiijf^J 

few of her acquaintance were yet arrive 

Forbidding, therefore Alfred all feirvil^c; 

ihe refolved to retain him in his prefeiUi 

t^of her^amanuenfis^ until time and opponl^ 

nity ihould afford her the means of gd^af^ 

that knowledge, which was now becon^ eileii^ 

tial to her own peact^ vj 

Mrs. Howard was To much engaged in hfd 

reflections on this new fubjed:, which whc#| 

occupied her ardent mind, that {he fc^c^^] 

ever purfued her morning's walk, to which j|^ 

had long been accudomed, or derived. ples^^ 

from any relaxation of bufiu.efs, as ihe w^ 

merly wont to do. IVIany were the pri^ati^f {|ii 

fuUations held between herfelf and ;]^ai|h||^ 

the purport of which was, to confide? ^hf^|| 

it woald be proper or irapt oper , to 't-^^ 

Alfred his own hiftory* Ihe natm^t^ 

tienc^ and candour of Mrs. Howard's 

prompted her to furprizehim wiib ajneli^ji 

tion of the myileries of his life— but thj^^ 

Martha thought other wife-r-and it w^i^ 

length agreed between them, that there 

be a fpecies of cruelty in flattering his 

^Hfvuithey had fomc certain.groundto go 

that would promife their realization. 
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s^ Howard was true to her prpmifei^ - 
^^Iban a fortnight. Admiral M*Bride m^ii^ 
to bis houfe in Hartey-ftreer, and two days 
d not pafs ere her card was left at his door^ 
Ith a particular meffage to the porter, ex- 
effive of her wiih to fee him. It was an£» 
[Iwered the next morning by a viflt from the 
jidmiral^ to whom (he fully related the forego- 
ing events, and who having lately heard that 
Mifs Sydney was in exiftence, wifhbd to con- 
fult with her, before h^ gave any decided opi<- 
nion on the claims of him who now ftoi^d for- 
ward as her nephew. 
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CHAPTER XXXIir. 



B 



Secrets of the Prifon-Houje. 



UT though Admiral* M*Bride was fully 

convinced that Mifs Sydney $^as ftill living,. 

yet he had not the moft did ant idea wheVe to 

look for, or enquire after her./ She had fome 

yefars fince, been in habits of intimacy with 

-many of his acquaintance-^but ihe was now 

*dead to the world, and confequently forgotten 

|)y it. In fome obfcure dwelling, he thought 

it probable that Ihe lingered out a miferable 

exiftence— but whether on the continent or ia 

England, it was impoifible for him to fur* 

mife. 

In purfuance, however, of Mrs^* Howard^s 
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. be determined to explore CTcry a 
might lead lo a difcovciy— and for ihl 
pofc, chlefiyaddrefTed himfelf on ihe futi 
lo the ufEcers o( the navy whom be raet- 
I, fome from regard for the deceafed ; 
^iral, and others from etteem for the livtn 
le, became pmicular in their enquiiic!.- 
boui three months had expired, and Alfre 
Martha flill retained their comfortabt 
iiuaiions in the houfe of Mrs. Howard, whe 
miral M'BriJe received a card of invitS 
tion to make one of a party, that was to din 
at the Bedford on the following Thurfday.- 
The note was written by Captain Roberifon 
oneof the gentlemen whom he had reqacfte 
to make enquiries after Mifs Sydney. Th 
party confided of two admirals, and hre poft 
captains — all old and refpeftabie officers, wh 
b!id fignalized themrelves in the fervice ■ 
their country. As foon as dinner was ova 
ind * fuccefs to the Britifti arms,' had gon 
'ound, Captain Robertfon propofed, that ibi 
fliould among themfeives raife a fubfcriptlo 
towards releiving the neceffities of a gent1« 
woman in diftrefs, the filler of the late Adm 
ral Sydney, whom they muft all rememba 
and who being remembered, muft ftill be 
vcred. This delicate, but effeftual mode whic 
Captain Robertfon had adopted, was congi 
nial to the feelings of Admiral M 'Bride, wh 
looked, but could not exprefs his acknov 
ledgements. 

He was anxious to haflen to Mrs. Hawse 
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i^^ihe joyful tidings oif his haSi^^thib!^^ 
fii:ceeded-^but firft endeavoured to jobj^"^ 
^m Captain Robertfon, every particular xi^ f 
^ils Sydney's fftaationv The captain; vJ^-; 
itednwhile engaged in receiving the money, - ^ 
Ipd taking down the amount of thefumsand 
laames of the fubfcribers, who varied but ac- 

I carding to their purfes, eath having equally 
the appearance gf wifhing to extend beyond 
their means, the fef vice they at that moment, 

^ fo willingly tendered. 

I A Admiral M'Bride, who took a -i;j/$J^ inter- 
p eft in the tranfaftion, was unwilling to fet an 
^ example of prodigality, that might be detri* 

mental to the junior officers prefent; he there- 

II fore, when called upon, took only five guineas 
I from his purfe, and learned from Capt. R<u 
^ bertfoii, that Mifs Sydney was at that time 
I detained a prifoher in the King's Bench, 
I where Ihe had already paffed more than three 
I; long years , and that fhe entertained no hope 
i\ of a releafe, until an a£t of infolvency ihwld 
f fetthe captives free in fpite of their mercileft 
I creditors. 
I ' -He immediately propofed to meet Captaia 

Robertfon, early the next morning at the Bfi- 

^l^tifli cofFee-houfe; and that from thence tiey 

^ould proceed to that dreary receptacle, 

wherein vice and virtue are alike confounded. 

Both gentlemen were true to the appointed "■ 
hour. They were equally unknown m Mifs ' 
Sydney, and had flie prefided over her late 
J laMfioii in Gf ofyeiU5ir.Sqtkare, they^ wpttM ik* 



f-.H, 





THK BECCar 6 O T. 

have pteAimed to knock at her door, wltbi 

»the neceflaiy etiqueiie ot imrodudion. Bl 
it ii the prerogative of poverty, not only to hi 
miliate rliijfe who fmart under its laQi, bt 
likewife to extend its humiliation to the friunc 
who pity it. The worthy Admiral M'Britl 
whopoHefled one of the moO fedittg hearts i 
the world, weuld have thought that his ca 
ritge was degraded by (topping at the doort 
a prifon — yet he did not think himjelf fo, &n 

Eroceeded wiih Cajjtain Robertfon, in anhora 
le hack to the lobby of the King's Bench pt 
foo, where they learned ihat Mil's Sydney lodt 
at 6 in 5, and that the crier, whom they wou! 
find at the gate, would conduit them thithef 
'Jhe ex predion of 6 in 5, was enigmatical i 
our two gallant fons of Neptune, who, how 
ever,proceeded in iheir courfe and finding ihei 
interpreter, the crier, wet e conducted to tfa 
apartment of Mifs Sydney. In a wretched rooii 
of Qnalt dimenlions, which contained a prefs 
bead, two mutilated chairs, and a broken ta 
ble, fat the late elegant, late falliiooable Mi/ 
Sydney. She arofe on their entrance, aod in 
a mournful voice, requtfled to know what wer 
their commands with her? 

The dlfmal foljtude in which they foutil 
her, the dejei^tion of her looks and ihofe loolcgi 
bearing fo ftrong a refemblance to the lali 
worthy admiral, impreffed them with a fort c 
reverential awe for forrow ftruggling againl 
adveifity. Admiral M'Bridcmade a pretenct 
Eor leaving the room a few miuutes , and Oip. 
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fihe^tfQA fdt mot^,9ajfj3e|iirarg0|^ 
4 J^yor^, than to conJier one. Sucl( is 
^nwer of fellea dignity, o\rer fufceptibliel 
da I They feel for, and relieve tholi?, 
fe abjed (late has rendered them callcpiS 
pd^ffiering ; buc^ for thofe who have enjoyed 
/^did days, and are funk, whether froni. 
dbei}»*avlty or misfortune, into the darkabyfsof 
calamity, there is a fenfation of rel^eft, in* 
[| tormingled with terror, left the fame fat;ie 
% ihauid, at one time or other, become th^ir 
: pwn ! 

Captain Robertfon, having delivered to 

^ Mifs Sydney the liberal contributions of him- 

^ fcif and his friends, which brought into her 

ejLes tears of gratitude, the admiral returned ; 

' when Captain Robertfon faid to her, * Thi$, 

madam, is Admiral M'Bride, who was well 

known to your late brother, and is particularly 

' iaterefted about his family.' 

The admiral obferved, that his old friend 
i bad a daughter, and, * It is refpefting her, 
- madam, that I am folxcited to enquire/ 
: ; ' Poor Louifa !** cried Mifs Sydney 5. * I am 
forry that I can give you no information ;.I 
only know that, whatever calamities flie hajs 
;undergone, or is now fuffering, I am the 
wretched aiithor; of them all. My example, 
and my perfuafions, plunged her in fuch dif- 
: trefe, a5 (he ojught never to have felt. But the 
iT^fjKjrt which prevailed^ and which you pro- 
baMy have h^ardji of her abfconding with a 
:. fciys^ was^a falfcho iabrics^ted by myl^. 



J 



I *> 



l%' 



V^ 




-J*}-. j 



tf^smlfjf aitdi before itv^as ^ ^m^ 
idfuire aftier her iCtuatiop, I was^^ 
c6mpeUed to quit my own. 1 he 
adverfity, the clouds of which I rtm^: 
to have raifed myfelf, was j uft burl|ii|| 
my head. To avoid it, I colledcd all|j 
of my eflfefts and debts of honor, and 
Paris. I recollefted that Madame de J^ 
who had been formerly one of my intimai 
London, bad given me repeated iavmi 
to vifit her, {hould chance ever condu£^: 
into her country. I was not,< then, .aware 
foon I ihould become one of thofe wa 
whofe unforefeen misfortunes would 
from native England, to feek, in a 
clime, that peace which one wouldj, 
naturally, expeft to find at home. I was 
ceived by Madame de Roche, with the 
of afFabiiity, and the warmth of friend 
Shb lavifhed on me proteftations ef iinc^e 
gard,and indeed^ in the end, did nor decj 
me* She\irew from me, by degrees, a 
iidence, which 1 had refolved to lock up 
facred depofit within my own breafl* 
. Her houfe, her purfe, all advantages 
proffered by her, nor did I abufe the tr 
Madame de Roche was youiig, fafcin 
and gc^nerous in the extreme. She had a^ 
houXe, a plentiful table,, and a numerous jp 
of acquftiatance> She was^ frivolous, , pipt 
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fj^ifliecl-i-gdod-natnred, hot huttlg^m^ 
ty was her ruling pailibn ; and it was iiif 
4 by a doting hufband, who had beftowed 
ndfome penfion pn, her pennylefs mother, 
purchafed her perfon at the expence of t^is 
t. 

Aohfieur de Roche was commandant pf . 
mall tdwn of Arras, in Picardy. His^^lady 
itinles accompanied him thither, but pafled 
;teaU(tpart of her time in Paris, where (he 
pcrfcftly the /^« ; and became in propor- 
i indifferent to the duties of a dome(li<; life, 
reated her counfel in my then precarious 
tion } fhe gave it me with cheerfuhicfs, 
recommended to me to marry th^ young 
icour, her brother, who would be enchsmt- . 
lie faid, by an alliance witli an Englifh 
an of quality ; and who, with a good for- 
, inherited every perfonal and mental ac« 
pliihment. 

On the fame evening after this converfe- 
» we went into Madame de Roche's box 
le opera, where I was fopn after accofted 
very elegant young man, introduced to 
18 a cafual acquaintance, by Madame dc 
fie. Their reciprocal fmilcs, however, foon 
rinced me, that he was either a favaured 
irer, or h^r brother. I had no cauf€,:ta. 
ehehd theform^ j fince, from the, tSiite%^ 
been a refidei^t in her boufe, fli% 
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fill our rfeturii to her boufe, wb(» 
ingly acknowledged, that he was 
man whom (he had recommended i(f 
' rot in the morning. Conceiving^ 
fitter's reprefentation, that hhptdpi 
confiderable, and feeling as I did, the wd 
proteQor, I was not long in accedin|f 
propofaTs, and we were married. I& 
months afterwards, he was feized 
fmall-pox, and I had fpeedily to regret 
of the count, and being left with the 
lance of eighty pounds a year j for, UKba' 
were his circumftances when living, I 
that was aUI could derive from his deatli.^|| 

* Upon enquiry amon^ fome Engliflv 
of diftinftion in Paris I found, that my 
had not been heard of -^I therefore, deie 
right to return to JEngland, thinking 4jt 
ble, m cafe of Louifa's death, that the 
ral's property wo.lild devolve to me. Fl| 
ing iny family name^ I came to Lond 
went afterwards to my brother'^ houfe 
country, which I found in poffeffion of 
Le Brun, againft whofe claims it was isi] 
contend-T-and of my neice I obtained 
ings whatever. ' | 

* I deterniincd therefore to retur» 
diredtly, after I had privately 
friends in London, on whole fideligl 
rely.^ It fo happened, however^ th^f 
cidentally feen by Brilliant, my ' ' 
whom I was confiderably indeb 

fed me to the houfe of ^ menl^i #1 
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jmcj late politicayit^^ 
i^hleflihels of myl^ei^ 
a this deplorable fli^te, I:w|^ 
j^fifler of Admiral Sydnlyr ^ 
^e,huinar\hy of ^;his brother 1&fl| 
•\|Q3poflH>Ie to cxpreft mj^gmg ^^ 
^^i^ie liave Juft; now jreiceiyeH^ |f|^ 

iwitlldrevfr* and theadm^ 
ired to Mrs. Howaf d; 
It /liacl paflTed, whicl^^ ^ 
fsHjypi, aftd , thte w fo littie^lt, 

J<g]^l^ "" 

ipre th4^,wnat they were aires 
^h,p^,knew no thing of 1,^ 

atin^jiaUy lepeated^^ 
^^ had ihear df Irpitr jM^^ 
^edjyjiewingh^ 
np^5|cfe^Jbyi 
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fed over it a minute, then dropped a cear u , 

"i; and returning tt to Moriha, cKcIaimei 

He was an honor lo the na\y ; a brave f 

. jw, and a good man ; and by G , 

rraJ defcendant of bis ^all want a prot<:£tcM 

while /live!' 

After fome further converfation wiih I 
Howard, he left ber, with an aifurance that I: 
vould leave ao means untried, of fifting \ 
alTftir to the bottom. 







IH'APTER XXXIV. 
(w Scenes — Niw EtitoHmrt'f 



HILE thefe good friends were 
tfreding themfelves in the concerns ofi 
that young man found himfelf^omfortlfl _ 
happy in the afylum and employment affbr 
hint by Mrs. Howard; and, as Martha vsl 
ihe only perfon for whom he felt any tcndd 
folicitudc, it was cify lo perceive the eflea 
thefe concurticg circuniftances praJuced. Hi 
became equally attentive to ihe improveniatd 
of his peilon and his mind ; and it was ^fg 
to difcern, iliat he was not calculated for' f&4 
;emal, or fervile offices of life : 



" Fofi NAincei driven out 



He took great delight in his employn 
add joilly appreciated the merits of Airs, I 





e j>as it fpeeified, not oftlyi 

5f».% It 

mm with fenfiftiiflfNs *h 
ibi^rei f^Kte copied ani «{*fc4^ 
gttlar pleafure. Mrs ^Hov^fard^ai ^ 
^morning vifit. In the, midffc of^ 



iis on ttil^ lu wm; ^:'^cktm^%^$i 




the doar, and a • young 
i^^ krto the parlour, wliei^ y^,^ 
writing, fb exaQ:ly correfponding i^ 
id dteiB to the defcription he fo mt|Ca 
th^t he viewed her y^Vih a pf cuKat; il|; 
" tidn, which rendered him aifti6iffij 

ring her a chair, and 
ititie^ cuftdmary on focK bci 
^h would have been vifibk tcr'ia 
^ ^ iillHoticfecl hirn ;";i)Utf* 
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R-^ 




i.Sii£S 



tffefed purfued: his bdfiiiefe^ TS 
iftepidatioh, that the fin^r^il 
fp^^ the palpitations of his fi^aii^ 
^^lifp'frcqsentl^ direfting his djfe^ 
' and as frequently^ blulhed, ' An^^ 

charmed with' # 
i^rift|pl|^i:^vir^ Ori papet; m>;:Wa^;^^ 
tai^Wit^'\i^ pkr 

[^(s'lo &)r| t^t he Mt^ and 
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be (itft emotionj of the nobleft piflioa of il 
limsn heart. 

rwhillt this ftlent fccne was pai&nei Martlti 
Lme into the room to enquire whether tin 
jbunglady wifhcd for any retVelhmcnt, whicl 
Be declined — ' Do you think. Mar)-,' faiJ (hi 
that my mamma will return foon ?' Martbi 
Itfwered in the aSirmativej and quitied ihl 
It. 

Are you, then, may I prefumeto atL;,'l3 

Alfied, ' Mifs Howard ?' . -^ 

I am — and I return home uneKpeQ^^ 

from along vifit in the country.' 

"" Alfred was charmeJ with tlie tones of hei 

ice. After the paufe of a few minutes, hi 

ife, and with an air of great diffidence, ap 

pioached her, faying, ' I believe, I know whcr 

Mrs. Howard h — permit me to (lep to inforn 

her of your arrival.' There was a grace in.hi 

manner, which induced her alfo to rife* am 

with a (light courtefy, to retjuell fliemiJih 

not interrupt hiin. Thtir eyes met — he oat 

iver feeii any thing fo lovely. I , : . : ^ 

peir places ; Mifs Howard u 

Is perfon could be, thus featc./ ..i r.i.r ;!i;_ 

icr'fidefk, and at ihe fame time invol 

confefTud, that ihtre was foniething 

ng in the modefty of hh manner,- 

opriety of his deportraer::. 

Mrs. Howard now returned home, greatl 

sjoiced at finding her Eliza. Alfred wji' 

■ew, and expreffed to Martha his admtratii 

"the young iady. * Aye," faid Martha, *■! 
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e^^E believe ^c hive half tlib^ft^ 

I "^%i?oud am high fblHs,^ . . ,, 

J^^^gfiabie to us j and {ke, require.^ i% 
||U^;ibr mils, fo many great qualities 
Ipfid are p^iivery common among 
^|l^ X dc^¥ tljink mi(s is iikely^to i bat%iJ 
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in a hutry/ 
k^ ;iJ?tAlfre^ feh his miad relieved; 
^^^/Ja the courle of the morning M^ 
|,^||e&ted to her daughter the extraoril^iKK^ 
^: j^^y-pf Alfred-^tbe,partici^r%fefvfc^^ 
I isifl^e^^ on her way to Norwopd-r- 

|. |creft il^ topk in hia f<;9ncernsTi-and^ >rf$&l 
|;. ^^ftxcnt flie had given him* r rife 

%j;i?|p all this Eliza Uftened. with prcrfoi^ 
l^iiuo^* - Indeed/ mamma/ feid ihejv-^ll 
r l^nif of %ratitQde for the proyidenti^l 
oiTthiS young man-— perhaps be laved * 
3^i{ ^ J^ legally •tht.grandfort^^ 
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igbt oo( (0 be in my kitchen ; nor ftiduU ht^ 

pd I not confidcr thai he is ignorant afa!I 
tllieiecirciimflances, and that, confidering Ma* 
w 3S his mother, iic is of courfc hspjiy at Afr 
Eble. But ynu will obferve, my dear, that we 
Be not certain that he is thegrandl'on of AS- 
piral Sydney/ 

Thisconverfation was fcarcely ended, wfac 
a meOage was received from Admiral M'Bridi 
rcquefimg the favour of feeing Mrs. Howat 
Ik next morning, and an anfwer was retaiiif 
H, that (he would attend him. which the ifU 
Iccordingly. 

■ During Mrs. Howard's abfence, Alfred vit 

feaied at his defk, anxioufly wifhing the youo]; 

lady might come into the room. Two honn 

paffed, which he conceived to be as foHtarjf i 

he had ever known ; his mind was abforbed' 

refledion— and for the firft time, he en' .^^ 

^^^hofe who could command riches, in themidf 

^^Kf hia dreary reveries, mifs Howard entered 

^^Hhe requeued that ihe might not didurb him 

^^■ftfheonly wanted a volume of Shakefpeare 

^^H|e entreated to know which volume, nung tq 

^^Keach it for her — ' that,* Ihe faid, * which coD' 

^^^tins Romeo and Juliet.' 

' Do you, then, may I aflc, prefer tragedy 
*The mournful fiory of Romeo and Julie 
has always interefted me.* 

• 1 am Icfs charmed with the ftory/ Tail 
Alfred, with great modefly ; * but the feftf! 
[uents and defcriptlon with which the poet ha 
-Red it, form its chief recomiBendaUoo ti 
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f inakirig^ liiy feff^ lo wil 
' atiife asi tcoiria tfavi^l"^ 
l^ll^perh^ps, (boii have 
^ iti^ your tafte>^ v^^^^^ :^ 
, bpwing, replied, * I bmfe^ 
^By copying tfiie maiiufcKptS^ 

"* J-vplffibly, prolHiddiiGe »ijo: 
for gratifying your wiffi^ 
faysi * we *aH knbw 
1ii?^nol Mrfvatwe may B^ 
bpe/ 
IdnVerfitioii, whrdi pr 

Brid^i^atl^ltinl^cr rftife^ 

c had been to Dofltor's C^ 
feardifor^tfafejJ^Mrt^^^ 

rds again xalledu^dftt 

d 
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KS3' tb f" ft'reir All* s&'i^^^^^ 

IWho was ooi in rhc country at the dme I 
nreat tliithcr — but fbe had feen his agent, «h 
KlTuTcd lier, that Mr. Le Bninbeld ihe admi 
Kal's vRalcs under his will, whicti Oic undn 
Bood to be made iQ lus favour j in confequeuc 
Kf Lc Biun having rendered her brother foni 
■mgular K-rvices when he was abroad. She lo 
Knowlcdgcd, thai Qie feared her own condod 
Huid that of her iieice, had induced the admiral! 
Ko make bis will in the heat of refentment-jOt^ 
probably, might have been prevailed upoai] 
Ibme undus influence, thus (o deprive hisowi 
and only child, and his fifter of their natun 
~ ights.- 

The admiral alTured Mrs. Howard, that hi 
Knew his friend too well, to think him capsUi 
bfany fpeciesofinjuilice/erpecially lobiso 
^mily — and that if he had been unduly p 
tailed upon to make any wiir, there wouUI H 
lo difficulty in having it fet afide. 
In ihis (tale of unceitainty, liie admiral I| 
Belermined to take a journey lo his Irk 
at, and purfunally to fee Le Biun. i 
ivinj; been imprcflbd witha favorableopin 
hi Alfred, and pleafed with Mrs. Uewaid^ 
leprefenlation of bis manners and coQvcih 
UoD ibe admiral requeued that he might accpm 
Bany hitn, aj a companion on the road. Alfret 
neing yet completely ignorant of ev^ry cit 
cumllance refpeiling his own concerns } and 
it was intended, that he fliould remain fo, 
fometliing decifive Ihould have Iranfpired . 
Whai bad paHed betwega the admiral a 
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JtiE admiral, taking Kis own c* _ ^,,^ 
Scrampanied. by Alfred^ foon afteKcolp^ 
^ctd his journey .^^ The kind - mann^ ^-^^ 

yinfelf eMou^ 
l^fe .with freedom, and t^nd^^^ 
_ ^ ahd the pafSng objefts- doubl)^piff 
^4^ a jodrney of two days. Ammg^ 
^ ^ of^nverlation, the admiral iS^*-^^:^ 
^l^tbe navyi-^ And fo, Mr^^hnftdne,!;, 
i0 ^^Ou? adventures at fea Jbave detel 
^jlrl^not^d^e ai^ don*tlike 
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ibe manner tli wluch I was compellcil to [ 
■nto it, may naturally have pmudiced ml 
^gaiofl it — adA I cannot help Tiimki'iij^. Siif 

[bat it ii a mode highly dirgracelul to the fed 

* I will not take upon me,' replied ibc i 
ural> * to defend the prsclice of imprefliog^ 
iouj;h 1 ihink k may be in fome degree juAi^ 
Bed by the preHuie of titiit^s and circumd 
fees — but it was certainly intended thanvnonl 
ijit/eam^n fliould be imprelTed— ihey fomi'^ 
k^rt, and a very material part of the deCeud 
f the country, and k is iheir duty to (Uw 
forth in the hour of daiif;er. U* they Qegte£l*a| 
'iufe to do this, 1 fee ito crutlty in compfl' 
bg them to perform iheir duly. lodo 
[erviceof the country ie(]uire*ioo mu< 
uifion — the fopplies, and the taxes hI 
& pay thofe who perfonally expofe thq 
bnd who may be culled the adive fervanU 
■he flats, would, I fear, fall very fliort, werfl 
here no compuifory power to enforce l" 
[aymcnt. But it is ilie abufc of power, agaiii 
vhicb we alt complain, and at which jhum; 
nature recoils — and doubilefs, many a^ i 
Kruflly- relult from the imprefs fervice, whicd 
Bx'ery one niuft execrate, and renders the lerJ 
Vice diabolical in the eyes of the public in geJ 
peral. All inllaiices fimiiar to your ownj 
ught to be redrelTed ; and the only imperfecl 
ton of wliich [ complain, as a profclSonal oiapj 
i, that no olHcer is appointed to enquire intJ 
iic ciicuuilluicot of all thofe who may en 
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ife^-:^K^^ 



10 wuttdeiing ott ttididi^^ tW 



fiiij 



vteplied the admirflj^^^^^^ 
mQx to influence your feiel^gri I 
ice of my country, and Ihefiia 
4 but, .providence may ordain the I 
orx. Under the patronage and iftfti 
f Mrs. Howrard, I am Aire you will^ 

, with <eard of gratitude, affnr^m^ 
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^4^^zrds the evening of the firft clay,, fli^!^ 
^§^v^^ fto^ed by a Jighw^ 
►.i ... w,„^ g ^Q that fide where the adthiral falji, *i« :^^^ 
g|k of prefenting a piftol; when, iAfti^^ 
Siig, he received the fire of the a(J 
iiltantly dropped frbni his hor^.- ^ 
^e affiftance of the poftillfon, Jby;^ 
^ iAe^admiral, put thfe wounded tn 
Carriage, that he might be convey 
ateft village, which they obferved 
diftanCe. He was taketa^to a; 
rhoilCe»'and^<^furgeon was fent for^ ^ho 
idithe wound to be mortal. After li 
f46lMb whut be thought proper, the adini 
IliriadI to be left alone ^ith the bighwaytniSUr^ 
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' 0j^ 7^ embarraffedy 

iim^itirii§^d, and fubfequent r 4 
i%9^to defperation. I tried 
!fel^ ^y Hifean s which only 
Aft^tT^but- why dovl menHoA lb 
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V The niisiiral endeavoufed ta eeni 
? ^ *^^fliou^^ie content,' he-isadi ^wtji 

?^lt^^ fi^ diftith was making ijai^^ 
:4t^QU^tlie content, did Lb»tvJ$ ' 
my lii^e— poor Louifa Sydnfi^- 



^?l ^^{5^ Sy3i^ (he ;ad«niral^ 

of s^dmkal Sydnej^?- 
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ihldjuft^ower. enough tto 
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6<$(^ God !' faid ibe.adinyfi 







Ing man was in (u^h 
l^e ^endeavoured ; i^ 
of; convuMi/^^ffcl^ 
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fte feelings of the admiral were flrongly 
^Ji^d. and he ftood fome minutes, irrefoluie 
Ahv lo do ; at length, he refolved not to ac- 
quaint Alfred that this was his father, but he 
would not omit the opportunity of his deriving 
fome benefit from the tranfaflion, and, wiflied 
him to fee the man to whom he owed his be- 
ing, that he might, at fome future time, in- 
form him of thefe interefting, though patoful 
particulars. 

He called in Alfred, 

• Young man,' faid the admiral, ' you have 
fcen what vice and folly end in.' 

Alfred llarted, and trembled as he looked 
on the lifelefs body. 

* This man,' continued the admiral, * has 
left a fon — and that fon I know.' 

I Indeed. Sir !' 
AyCy indeed, and a good boy he is— 'and I 
ibave this body decently buried for that 
Is fake.' 
tiftnd who is he, Sir ?' faid Alfred. 
I cannot talk about him now,' anfwered 
ttlmiral ; ' but we will have this deluded 
"tnan put into the ground, and drop a tear over 
him- We muil remembc:r,' added he, * that 
we are ail frail barks, toITed on the broad ocean 
of life, by the winds of panion, and it is not 
every one can fteer clear of rocks and quick- 
fatids ; fo we muft have charity for one an- 
other. It was a moot point whether the next 
coihn (bould have been made for this man or 
I me. 1 luve killed him — (I am fony for %0 
A. a 
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i;;^^Mft this fiine Alfred iiufic^ 
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^^y, Jittl^imagining it t?a« tl 
^ i^ a4f9iral then gave 
Hi^eral, and the next evening 4ti^ 
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t!*^^^'#«ins.interred in the village 
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Igtllaif the following mprning, pu;fii^^ 
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^1^^^^ It was late in the evening wbeft: 
^^ >^€d at thie village of Auburn \ enqmri 
"^ %^^ at the ftnall inn, if Mr. Le flrr 






^ 7^^l%ere, and being anfwered in the s^j 
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-the admiral contented himfelf with 

f^ldie beft fupper the houfe could pr 

•¥ihe mod decent bed^f he retired 

ichamber, to rumiqate aj: leifure on t 

of his commifTion; but found that; 

banifhing ever^ pleafmg idea, rev 

' the fatal cataftrophe o{ the qiorningi; 

1/ The feelings of Alfred were in \ 

his own. Without any parcicuJi^f, 

lamenting the fate of the tofcber, 

himfelf awed into pity, by a 

rible as that which the dying if] 

finiier exhibited. He fhuddejed^ 

^^flied ovk the fhprt paffage frots^i 

3^d found that the taft jodfe of 

^gik had penetrated bis ibi^ 

^icb^ titae would ev|i^ 
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^t^mm ^f Jliimber of Alft^^^^^ 
i^i&fj!;4^fence had broken^ It wg^ 
i>«^e9;de4rft9sPt melaacholy to hpiroE! 
bihiKi^dvand raia had preceded the ftorntii 
eli ftow raged with vioienQe j the windgiw^ 
^door of Alfred's chamber (hook with ite^ i;! 
I^i^s noife ; nothing was ftill around )^iiii|^:^ 
^ii^jpaa nature, which feemed to be IcK:l^|L^^J^I^ 
tie arms of deep, in order to render moif ^* ^> | 
Mie the flitting foadows of his own iniagi^^^' r^ 
^n« 

Qirards mording^ he arofe and dreffed hiw 
, but no onein thehoufe was flirringj 
med at the admirars daor» and was 
:ed by the well-known hem that iflued frbok* ^,,, 
tnd the grey twilight which encircled Yixcsxy i^ 
: Jig jnight yet endeavour for a few houtf, 
rgurc that repofe, which the night had de- 
khim^ ;He lay down on his bed, and when, 
leari^g the people of the hdufe in motion^ 
rftefw^rd^ defcended, he was amazSed to 
fiillik tke,adn|irall^adbeen gone outmclre 
I two hpurs, leaving for him a raeflageyf?!^ 
:*l^ fliould breakfaft, and expeft his returav %^ 
>nc or. |\y o o'clock. ^ ^ 

Ufred, uAaccuftpmed to inyftery of any U^ 
i, and unprepared to find it in - Admirat • ^ 
Sride, who Jiad hitherto appeared to hold 
7 Jp<jcii?f ; of U in contempt; j-ecolleSI" 
w^^ithM^^ was informed by him on .1 
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Wf viFomf pot detavi h^fn ino^« ti^^^' 
iJ^J^^tir/b«gaa.tp rununate 

iJuatical conduct of the »dfihitat;jMi 
*<pred that fomethmg was at the 
jburney which it was impoflibie fcp^ll 
; j)rchencl. /Though his nature revotoelt^ill^ 
:; ibing prying and inquifitive, yet he 
"^ Iforbear refleding at this moment,;^. <j|i 
V^very myflerious infinuations, which, ba^i 
rethrown out to him by Mils Howard, i^ 
ralways appeared fearful of faying jroo 
; while file (lill figni&ed that me had £aM 
C little. To this was to be added, inan 
:^" and private conferences which Mrs. 

tely he!d with Martha, fometime^ llc^i 
fomecimes m prefence of the admimf^ 
gather with^ nutnberlefs little circum 
which he could not avoid perceiving, and Wl 
united, excited a degree of anxiety in bii 
hijtherto unknown to him. 

It was near four o'clock in the aft 
when, to the great fatisfadtion of Alfif 
admiral returned, in company with A t^ 
ble gentleman, whom he arofe to rec^ii| 
whom he fuppofed to be thcf attorAcy 
alluded to. 

* Mr. Johnftone/ faid the admir^li^ 
you any recolledion whether you 
this gentleman before r ^ 

Alfred replied in th^ negative* J^r 
; Look at me young maii,' fidd^ 
id you nev^r vifit Auburn n 
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miflida, T^li w^ is prep| ^^^ 

w "yiDa jt Ipot^ which I think it poflibl^%«|i 

Alfired4o6ked at the admiral^ who, b]&^* 
IK>4$exptefled his approbation. C^^^il 

^ : . ^The admiral threw hitnfelf on a chair, -^^^^ 
Sfe^ned lofl in refleftion. The ftrangel^ «i|l^4^5^i 



;^ Alfred walked out. 
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' CHAPTER XXXVI. 

An U/eful Iniervieiv. - . ..;«#« 

S it had from the firft, been the'sidmiri 
^^t^^^^ that Alfred fliould remaitt i 

^^orant of the objefl of the prefent jour 
r fir, cafe it fhould prove fruitlefe of any goodHd"^^ 
^itt young man, he had arilen purpolely to jg§*^1fg 
• fcljFvhimfetf l6 Sydney-Grove,- and make^^^^'^ 





■ 'jtJiS; 



enquirksu^ To that favorite feat of hisNsldfJ^I^'' 



ft^end >he, therefQre> went. He knoci&j^f^ 



loudfyat the hall-door ; but all was filenty ,.^^^ , ^ 
be be^n lo think that the inhabitants had gta^|5^ 
fh^*lizytri^ of. lying abed in ihe mornm^l^l^^^ 
He more then once renewed his applicatigirli^l 
tTie>ap]per, and?- at length, a man 2^pe^tii^$ 
the • daai^ - Hf feemedxto/ bt, more Jo^ ^ ^^^ ^' 
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! does not he livtilelp 
o»6ir.'- ^,f 

fb^e another Sydney-Gro'^^^ 'i 

whom does this houfe bel(^^^ 
, t'ruly, JSir, that's a hard 
^f here be fometimes one 
^ fometimes another/ - ' 
^^lly and have you not heard itf 
,i among them ?' 

W^ lack ! aye^ to be Aire— but then; 
#6^8 dead/ 

ift^^^js^ jjfes, died two year agone/ t^^ 

illid whom does this hoofe n&A^ 
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'. :^«%'^ 



Sr':-^- 
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^< '^hy, yefterday it belonged to 
^^^iP5fflicrt»--but to-day, I believe it 
^^^i^^lWtf?^]^ the clergyman/ 

V^^^'^i^Ad where is he /' 
^^Pe! O, he's at the curate*^ 
lliftance from this — ^and 1 wo: 
his folks be'nt come before now^^ 

er is Mn Lucas hinxfeif ! Doiifl 
l^hid thofe trees, a ftately4op] 
lli black, walking flowiy t%, 
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!^^'|p[y i||tt fHend; AiteiifSl 

^ Jcih]|f i|ce^ rije debt of ilature j;;ii3Ut , ,, ,^ 
^ edi^^jp^h^ and to make ibx)^ c^yi^^^ 
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Heslrerpefling his family.' 

^ay I afk/ faid Mr. Lucas, * witlr^ i(?&^^^^^, 

ive ^the honor of converfing?^ ; '■'^|."f^S^^j 

^5 admiral informed him. ^^|SIM^ 

^1 Hiii extremely gratified/ iaid Mn Etiteg^l^ 

iii having the felicity of feeing fo bra*(B i^ iP^ 




^.^ 







■•V 



e a defender of his king and country; 1^^ 
inie Aitreatyour company to my cottagei5^4P 
hope you will breakfaft with me ; andl^jill^^^ 
giye/you any information you may require,"^ 
fpe£ting our late dear friend. Admiral Sydti^ 
, who was my (ihief benefaftor, and^ myl tj^? i^ 
^Jriend.' - . v'^^-:^! 

*|'^Ybiir civilities, Sir,' replied the adtafrafig 1 
"^ are peculiarly obliging, and I accept tfion 
^th great pleafiire/ * 

^' ^hey returned to the curate's cottage^ ^AftHl 
the reader will rcQol^ea^and which had^ fiui^ _^^ 
Mr. Lucas's refidence in it, received n«ai^ ^ 
additional <hatms, both from art and natures ;^i 
Theailmiral was delighted with the fcelMlp^|p 
ai:ouimhim. They were welcomed by Mlip^ 
I^eviUe, who was oa a vidt to her father; Bui^f 
mg ,l^]r«&feft, they talked oh iadifferent 
jefta f ^ihd^^ef it was ovet,^ Mr. JLuca$ 
the l^irai into his ftudy. :^ ^^ 

;^v ^^y^l lll#a -JfiiKefe regard; Ib^ 
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l\wd8 replied, * He ha<t, Sfif^ 
fifter whom I have v^ ' 



■r^ 




long; 



difcover. They both Um 

ftrange circumftancea ; 
id to have eloped with, a 
[y, and his fifter berfelf, ruii 
of didipation, did not 
Thefe calamitous events 
[e the admiral*^ deaths— nay, li- 
ter's conduft accelerated h/-4 
>ofe then/ faid Admiral 
refentment induced him to 
to others/ ; ip 

iftates/ replied Mr. Lucas, * 
property, came into the poi 
or, Mr.Le Brun,amah whii 
to befriend Admiral 
|t of his life,, and under 4b 
Mr. Le 5rvin is now no 
iVs eftates are in poflefiion 
tughterand fon*in-la\jf, Q 
>i^nsJ .. ■ 'y: -^^, 

LC^tiun Robertif, of ll:^ 
[aine, ^ir-~as woi^hy ai^d! 
ral whofe property berew^^ 



\f^i.e< 



fi'^m. 
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ttjcttced to Jiear itl^i^giale^^ 

^«^ do jtftii^ to the family idf^Mvo^0i^ 

'^ii^td^ maf be his legal dalrns/^ ' '^^t^ 

le iJ^.#6liBye me Sir/ refumed Mr. Luc3|i%K*^d^ 

eirea^Af aiiti certain, could happen moregirt# 

£f tag to Captain Roberts, than that of rendul^ 

|> ingf^vice taany braach of the Sydney fii^ 

f^lram heartily glad of it,' exclaimed Ad4 
M*Bride, * and I fhould be exceedingly^ 
fiaKTry, if a-fon of Neptune did not prove a fow: 
ctf lionefty," and generofi t y to boot I —and td^ 
€onvittc« you, Sir, that mine is not a vifit o|>; 
tmpercinence or mere curiofity, I mud info^V 
you^ that Mils Sydney is yet living/ v*^ 

• What 1* cried Mr. Lucas, his^yes gliHeflf*; 
kg with pleafure, Vthe dear daughter of my 
dear friend ?' - 

i <« I mean,' (aid the admiral, ^ his fifter/ V 
; • Well,' Mr. Lucas obferved, « Mifs Syd- 
ftty, with all her follies, will, I am fure, be 
welcome to Sydney-Grove, and will find a 
woteftor in Captain Roberts, if (he* has not" 
fi^feited every claim to it.' 

* I rather think,' anfwered the admiral, 
* that flie has the ftrongeft of all claims to it-r 
fcwr &e irpoor, and in prifon.' , 

•Jn prifon K cried Mr. Lucas—* is it even: 
fo ? iClas, poor lady^ — I ftiall always have fe 
remewbraftoe the laft vifii I paid hermit was 
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Mi . 
|t that ihould CM 
Ppbtf^ of f^enerdl comiiil 
^ipt Wife Louife Sydney 1* m0 

^li enquiring eye; - ^-^':j^-k_^ 
J^farte of Mifs Lourfa Sydftl&y^ 
^lliraly * I am forty to obfervtr^ 



^;^^^«vfi^- 
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:^^^!^ Lucas fhook his head—^H 
S^il^iliyf^^ Sydney. Grov^^ 

j|^^<Wof iquare ! 1 he admiral patted wl9i*? 
^''^liWiagly, but yet was wiUingthM hit' 
"*^* Ibotlld receive accompliihmeftts b^ 
tirth, and mix in focieiy becoi 




. f^ ... 

■;.^-';>^ 

^^;^^Ion• Her errors ftruck the hean 
^';,fa^i«r^ and I n^ver refleft on thcm^ 
^g- M^^i for they wounded the peace^V^ 
^c ■ jiigftgthi cut fhort the life of my friend.%| 
^^^As he pronounced thefe laft words^lil 
lalrered, and a tear ftood in his eye; 0§ 
^l^* I wifli,' laid the adAiral, • her " 
^ ing, to know the fate of his 
i^uld, doubtlefsj have rejoiced iaT 
y;^^ ^^4|8 arms a repentant child/ - I 
f#^vJ|vC^O'!* cried Mr. Lucas^ Vit wo 
^p t^fcim new life, and he had yet;^ 
^;^Mu|dhis d have be^ 

^ :||^^8^ lepentanr child would jte^ 















i ' 



i)»*-1 









a.-- ■» 



^^X;^ 







-»•- -^ 













> ■' "'W^'*?^ 




. '.v 









■:> ^''y^-'*' 



^i> Bat h<OT' js^cl more,*;^i^ l3te^ 

^ow n^tdbb^te; would he ha v^ j^||^^ 
>|inQ!«r j^at Ills cliild ^as calumiuate47r-^t||^^^^ 

^' ' ^^galiminis^tqjd I^nnoceat ? cried IVIi:^ ]l|i|^' 



.1 



^^J zl fO 



• Ct^.^ith aa air of alloniftxmenr, ^ Did ^ ^ 

aot elop^ from her aunt's V '^c^/vM^-- 

I; ^ 'She eloped, indeed, but it was pefjuniii^iM? 
h Wk^&i the dread of her father's anger^i^l^^?^ 
I theiear of her aunt's ruin, that cprnp^lledrfedt/^ll 
^^flight ; not any difgraceful imerjCQurfe^ w^ 
^^aciual, or any paffion tt&at piodedy need ijt9i 
J>lulh-at/ .^ . ,lilj'.i>;::if 

I 4 .^ Sir,' fold lV|r. Laicat, ^I am all ?lma^^|^ 
r iwntl and the more fo, that ftich being tl^itf^ 
I l^afe, Ihe did not acquaint her father— but yoi v^ 
|: l^y Ibe dreaded her father's anger. — ^But, b^Sf 
l-.^vej^^5 Sir, yoy know not how deeply I ia^\^^ 
^ -^er^ in all that concerns her. Is Jhe ^ai&f ^ ;^ 
f poor, and in prifbn ?' \.^r -| 

t r . f Sjr , fhe is tveit her poor, nor in pfifbn*?^^ -^ 
{ ^bat dpftrine by which you encourage us ^ ;^ 
it bear the evils of life be true, fhe is in a lafi^ 5^ 
harbour, with her fisither.' -^^®^ 

^ Dear young lady ! is fhe too, cut offN^£|^ 
^ Jfear then, (he died in great diftreft !' v : >i5^^5^ 
f Shp did not die. Sir, without leaivnl^i^^ 
pflxfenfa4ve.' •. : ■■ .■■"'• y^^^ 

i . . * A^^^efiejitatiye !— »what, then fliiB 'di^§^ 
^ J. i JM^h^\^^ believe ihe di4^i^ 

^ Cthing UAiiscoii^ Admiral Sydney '^jlsiJtoi 

'"-'-■ ■ '• '-^ , ■ - ■ •*'-'^l^^^ 

t- '■' -■ ' '[i --^: '-■ '-'.''^ v^^;^ 
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n Lutas fiarted, and ftaf ed iai#il! 

/^.T"*-/* y^^ ^^ ^^ wouW prefeidbll 

p>4^ Ah I Sir/ feid Mr. Lucas, « how 
"^"^^^^man is that cuftona, ialfidy dieiived iii^ 



-■^^?^ 



^^^ 
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f^ 





^^. ftpfe of hpnor^ \vhich compels genti 
;fu«i|me?ptoftfEon of arms, particularly^ to 



^tle:,0!ie another !* 
^^?i|C^Tou miftake the matter/ xeplied 



i^lpirail-^^ he whom I fiew was a bigjb^wi^ 






7?^>5. 
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Am? lalas ! poor Louifa Sydney 



^^%i^^«^ flie be cohnefte* withyw^ ae 
J^>a|iidyeit dp nothing unbecoming the 
^|'|?f\Admiral Sydney ?" 'v'^j^ 

iS fi r^^ *^^ft> now/ refumed the adii^ 
Jil^l lilalm with iuch particulars a$dlii|i 
' knowledgi^, and you Ihalj ^ 
^as iar as I have been^b^ie^ 




j^J«pa IJOTfl^ire you will 
Coring Itp any part 
,,^itytthc rights tfe^ymaj^*^ 



"Hsf.l 








'lifti Xucas affurcd admiral . Kf 'Bride tKa* 
^ti&crc vaSvjiothing. in this world in which^^lie" 
' &Quld todre ardently engage himfelfj. ^atid' 
^»feen I cofne to tell you/ he added, *hovr^ 
.'much, an4 how deeply I am indebted to that 
V fainily, yoa wouKl - acciife me of the blackeft 
I ingratitude did I omit any opportunity of 
f evincing by every means in my power, how" 
B mnchl refpeO: and revere; it/ 

,.The admiral now related the hiftory of Al* 
ftcdf as it had been delivered to him by Mrs* 
Howard and Martha ; and conCttided by in« 
farming Mr. Lucas, that Alfred was arthis 
moment waiting for him at the inn in the vil- 
lage, 

« Well, Sir,* faid Mr. Lucasy ' all this would 
found like the tale of a romance, did we not 
know, ' 

* The ways of HeaveR are dark and intricate^ 

*- Puzzled «with mazcS) and perpUxM with errors l* 

* 

**But it occurs to my mindy that I hayefeea 
this boy before, even whilft he was an infant 
and a beggar boy ; for, according to the d(i* 
i^fcription you have given me of his early wan- 
derings, and of his having been in this part of 
the country, and more efpecially from the Dame 
cf Alfred, it mud have been the ufchin to 
Vhom, intending to give fix-pence, I inadver? 
|tently gave a fmall coin, which I greatly vatu- 
r«d. His mother, he faid,or ajj^jiow appears, 
phis fofter-mother, was ill ^n a neighbouring 
m» If it be the fame, he Will probably re- 
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coll^A font^tbing of thefe circumfta 
brings them it^ore ilrongly to my reco 
M, the anxiety my daughter exprefied 
and to fhelter this poor child and its 
v^en, on my return, I told his ftory«-*^a8|P 
.own child had been endued wilh a 
jnenty that flie ought to aflift that of tbe« 
She even went in fearch of them ; but reMi^ 
ed difappointed, and chagrined that her 
was vain/ 

^ I win foon give you an opportunity/ fiH 
the admiral, ^ of queftio^iing him on thefeaod 
fucfa other points as you may think proper^ ^I 
hope you will take a dinner with me at the 
inn, and while it is preparing, you and Mt^ 
Johnftone may re-vifit thofe/cenes which it is 
probable he knew as a beggar boy, and fdme 
of which I heartily hope he may foon know as 
a proprietor. But, tell me candidly. Sir, with 
refpeft to Captain Roberts-^is he fo circum* 
ftanced in the world, as to refign with cheer^ 
fulnefs, a property, which I conclude is ^xten^^ 
live, and from which he muft have derive 
great advantages ?* 

« His private fortune,' replied Mr, Luc 
^ is large, and his mind is as liberal as his 
tune is ample. Mr* Le Brun, his late fat 
in-law, had a handfome feat in anpther 
of the country ; thither Captain and Mrs 
bertswent yefterday; in confequence of 
I am this day going to take pOJOfefiion o| 
ney-Grove houfe, which we occupy alt 
)y» though each prefers his own, reA^ 








t H t - B^ E G C A a B O ^« ^1<^ 

1: ; #e"<Io not choofe to leave that fplendid man* 
'fioa merely to the care of a fervant. Howevet, 
: rfhall inftantly difpatch a meflfenger to my 
friend Roberts, fignifying that his immediate 
prefence is neceffary at Sydney-Grove, which^ 
I truft, you, Sir, and Mr. Johnftone, will con- 
fider as your home, till the captain's arrival, 
who, I affui:^ you, in great fmcerity, fo far 
from regretting, will feet a pleafute in refign* 
ing it to this young man, if he (hzlU indeed bd 
found the legitimate heir of Loiiifa Sydney-' 

Aftet this converfation, Mt. Lucas a§com* 
panied theadmirai to his inn, from which ha 
itmoft immediately departed with Alfred, as 
related in the laft chapter. ^ 
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GHAPtfilt XXXVII- 

Views and Difquifiiioni* 



R. LUCAS and Alfred purfued theiV 
walk. ' From the communications which your 
friend, the worthy admiral, has made to me/ 
faid Mr. Lucas, ' I amincliaed to believe that 
though you do hot recolle£t ;w^, you UriH re- 
member fome of»thefe places — for I underftand 
you were, in- your infancy, under the care of 
gypfey- woman. 

'I was, indeed/ replied Alfred ; ^and 
now I do think that in 'yonder barn my 
mother lay ill, and we were compelled to qjuil^ 
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^e place (oddeolfs on aeccdun£^ 
|i&a|[i threatening the woman whci 
itho*^ he at the fame time gave me ^f^M 
to be a fijc-pence, but which proveA-tpL^ 
pcAa of no value to us. The ve;?:at|p|t.;; 
fidfned by our being obliged tp Kmovpinii 
fix-pence being bad, made me rec61Ie£|.w$ 
ibould other wife have completely forgi>t^<| 
: •It is not to be fuppofed/ anfwered 
liUcas, ^ after all thefe years, that you £ho 
recollect the perfon who thus threatended ye^ 
and probably^ nothing but the lofs of vtha 
penny which was a rarity, would have mad# 
l»^ recolleft it*' 

« Are you J then, the gentleman ?* afke4' 
Alfred. 

• I am, indeed/ 

• Ah, Sir ! I have^ fince that time, gone. | 
through many Icenes of diftrefs, and I now j 
exift on the bounty of a lady, whom prov* J 
dence has railed to be my friend.* | 

« The admiral has told me the particulaHr$j 
of your ftory, and I am glad to find that yo 
merit the attention of thx)fe who are willbg t 
befriend you/ 

Alfred bowed. 

So far as the identity of Mr. Johnfton^ 
the veracity of Martha was concerned oa 
thefe particulars, Mr. Lucas was perfefUy 
tisfied, and requefted Alfred to accqmp 
him to Sydney •Grove^ wher^ they now 
Mi^* Neville, and the reft of the family •; J 
Lucas informed his daughter tha( 
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M* Bride and Mr. Johnftane were their vifit- 
ors, waiting the return of Captain Roberts, 
* and defired preparations to be made accordp- 
ihgly. 

After they had/ taken fome refrefhment, 
Mr. Lucas and Alfred returned to the admU 
ral, wha had employed his tim« in wrijting to 
Mrs. Howard an account of all that had tranf- 
pired. The party paffed a cheerful afternopn, 
and in the evening, the admiral's carriage con-^ 
veyed them to Sydney-Grove. 

When they retired to reft, Alfred was put 
into a room which commanded an extenflve 
view, including a parr of t4ie woods which had 
once fheltered htm as a beggar boy. The 
moon was upj and he ftood a conflderable 
time at the window reflecting on part tranfac- 
tions, and his prefent melancholy flate, far 
fuch he conceived it to be, while he thought, 
and whendid he ceafe to think on^EIiza How- 
ard ? lie feft for her all the fervor of a firft 
and pure affeftion. Her image was ccnftant-^ 
ly before him ;- and he appeared Lefs informed, 
and was lefs communicative than he would 
have bden, had not that lovely idea, conftant- 
ly pervaded his mind, and abforbed its pow« 
ers; But his imagination was vivid, and his 
heart beat with all the ardor of paflion. Ihc 
icenery before him, thou^ beautifully tinted 
with moon-beams, appeared dull and liff lefs^ 
as the Paphian ifle in the abfence of its god« 
j^^efs } and he retired to reft, trufting to find 
" ;^4t felicity in bis dreams, which J^ defpaifed 
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of evefTeding mJS*cl-— tfie 

ing Eliza Howard, and breathing 

uninterrupted vows of eternal a^Siolit 

Fart of the next morning was pal 
viewing the houie, over the principaijf^ 
which Mr. Lucas went with ^ the adi^h^f 
Alfred. Its chief chara£teri(lic wafrtbat 
lofty magnificence ; whiqh^ however, 
of. an ancient compleicion, nor yet certiii^ ' 
modern. The galleries were hung with jBimir 
portraiitSy and feveral of the principal apai 
ments contained (bme finifhed produ£tioli8i dl^^ 
^tbe Italian fchool. 

The folding-doors of the feloon'wcre fcs^'ce^ 
ly thrown open, before Alfred ftarted bact^ 
and changed color fo vifibly, that Mr. Lucas 
noticed it. f What is it. Sir, that furprifds^ 
you?' 

* The pifture to the right, over the chimnejr* 
piece 1 — Look, Sir,' faid Alfred, addr^ng the 
admiral, * it is the very image of Mifs How-; 
ard/ 

^Iti&, indeed,' rejoined the admiral^' 
* pleafe to inform us Sir, whofe portrait 
is?': 

* It is an exquifite likenefs,' replied Mr. j^Lj 
cas^' of the admiral's daughter j yes, 
Louifa Sydney.' 

They looked upon it fome time, and 
ceeded ; but Alfred^ calling his ey^s roun< 
room,foon returned to thefpot. *He 
thinks/ fsud Mr. Lucas, ^thatheisyi 
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Ae portrait of his mother.— Bur who. Sir, is^ 
Mifs Howard?' 

The admiral explained. 

*^ If I may jiadge from hi^ emotions, and 
ftom the ardor with which he gazes on that 
face, he entertains a deep aife£^ion for Mi& 
Ho warnd.* _ 

*^ It is probable enough,'" obferved the ad-' 
miral ; ' for his mind is certainly enveloped in^ 
Ibme fecret ; he has not the cheerfulnefs natu« 
ral to youth -y and he knows not that his- owa 
fstte is involved in any myftery ; he has no 
yeafbn to be melancholy, for his prefent fitusU 
lion k by far the beff he has ever known.' 

* It is moft likely, then,' faid Mr. Lucas^^^ 
^ that h^ fuffer^ under a concealed paifion for 
AisMifs Howard/ 

* I wi(h it may be fo,'^ replied th^ admiral ; 
* for it would be impoffiWe for him, fuppollng: 
his pretenfions juftified^^^to make a more ac-^ 
coraplifhed girl, the mHlrefs of this maniion/ 

* You prepoiTefs me much in her favour/ 
Mr. Lucas faid. 1 hey were now joined by 
Alfred, who reluftantly^ quitted the objeft 
which had fb forcibly attracted his actention*^ 
From the houfe, they proceeded to the gardens* 
and pleafure-grounds, Mr. Lucas pointing out 
the favourite fpots of the late admiral, the 
improvements made by Captain Roberts, and 
fome few arrangements of his own. The whole 
exhibited much tafte ; there was luch adillri- 
butionof wood and water, as could not but 
gritify the eye that loves to wander over thofe 
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worses of art, which profeft fd 
graces to nature. Alfred beheld s^F 




vri^ the pieafurea well-turned mind 
^m fuch pure fources* In his feading^ 
always ddigh^ed in rural defcriptioiis^ 
Was now enjoying in reality, what he bz^t 
dften feen in the paintings of the poetsi- : 

On their return to the houfe Alfred* Hf^ 
i9^ith Mrs. Neville, while the admiral and 
Lucas retired into the library,- to converfe 
the bufinefs which now fd totally engro 
them. ' Thoufirh I find myfelf intereftdd^ 
this young man's behalf/ faid Mr. ^Lilc^ 
*^nd am charmed with your benevolence; affid 
that of M PS. Howard, what you have related f 
to me of hrs ftory has fomething in it fo r0« 
mantic, and proofs fo eflfential are wanting^ 
that I am at a lofs in what manner we ibatt 
proceed, to verify it fufficiently, to eftabitflt 
Mr. Johnftone's claim ; or more prop^ly; 
the claim of his friends, who have humane! ' 
with-held from him the knowledge of it, 1 
his hopes might be fruftrated/ 

* We do^: indeed,* replied the admi 
* rely principally on the teftimony of a 
woman, who feems not, however, to po 
the art of deceiving though fhe has once b 
a fortune teller. I fee many difBculties aril^ 
^e way of this young man's fubftantuti 
any legal rights as the grandfon of Ad ' 
Sydney. For; the marriage ofhisdai|_ 
it muft be confefl^d, we have no prooR^ 

€ircuia0:axic€s tinder which fliecamTe 
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si^ii^, were fuch, as wauld naturally excfe* 
{ttffiicioa of iier condudl j and^ as to the ideii- 
rity of the child, we have no teftiriiony' ,i>ut 
&ac of the fame woman. There is mueh vajk 
ftery attached to the affair ; and no gentleman 
?rduld relinquifh a property of fach magnitude^ 
but to claims the moft unqueftionable, efpeci- 
ally as ic is optional, Mr. Le Brun, I under- 
ftandy^ fucceeding under the- admiral's will/ 
After a paufe, he added, ^ You will permit m^e 
to obferve, that the objeft of my prefent jour* 
ney, on behalf of this young man> is npt to 
claim, but to enquire/ 

iVIr« Lucas aiTured the admiral, that ^ 
would be fully gratifieion the return of Cap- 
lain Roberts, which might ht expected in th% 
courfe of two or three daysi In the mean 
ume, he again entreated the admiral to con« 
iider himfelf a& at honie. 

Whildthis^converfation was paiHng in the 
tibrary, Alfred was entertaining Mrs, Neville 
with fome particulars of his own hiftory, and 
die praifesof iVIrs.and MiG Howard. On the 
laft of thefe fubjefks he was fo lavifli, that his 
fair audito, like her father, readily concluded 
what was the fituation of his heart. 

They were now joined by the admiral and 
Mr. Lucas ; and they had not long been enga- 
ged in general converfation, before a meffen* 
-ger arrived from Image-Place, with a requeft 
that Mr. Lucas .would attend Mr. Goodwin^ 
who was dangeroufly ill. To the bed of fick- 
|xi^8 Mtt Luca$ wad never fommoned ia vauij, 
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and when he came to that ^ of 
fouad Mrs. Goodwin, (irtingby |^ di 
tears. Ever fince the retura of Cap 
berts, Goodwin had fuppreffed the nat 
l^nny of his difpofition, and condu£ted hfi 
with decency towards his wife. Bat he 
mained totally deficient in that atf'edibh» 
thofe attentions, which~alone form the hzM 
ronjugal happinefs. So that, for many y 
Mrs. Goodwin felt the force of retributioirfp 
her own conduft towards her firfl: hufbaaii 
^e deceafed hod of the Caftte. 

Goodwin in a feeble voice, told Mr. Lncai^j 
t^at he now faW, when it was too late, thefi^P 
ly and the ufelefsnefs, not to fay the wieked^ir 
^^'^crefs of the life he had fpent— thath^had never 
been happy himfclf^nor ever endeavoured^ to- 
promote the happinefs of others ; but promi«< 
fed hii))felf amendment, fbould his life b 
prolonged — and fearing that might not be tb 
cafe, he had folicited the prayers of Mr. 
cas of\ the prefent occafion. 
. That worthy man was gratified, he faid, 
hearing. Mr. Goodwin's acknowledgment^ 
his paft errors ; that felf-reproach was at 
times bitter, but doubly fo on a death-bedii, 
tTufted that all his worldly affairs werefetj 
and that fo far, he was in a fit (late to jq| 
the prayers he had fo earneftiy defired. 

Goodwin declared, that giving to ht| 
all he poffeffed, would be far from 
ficient atonement for the unkindneO 
which be had ^ but too uniformly. 
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^ and defired Mr. Lucas to indulge him with 
1^ fais prayers, as he found himfelf lAcapabld of 
fuftaining further converfe. The reverend 
man performed his office. Mrs. Goodwill, ^ 
kneeling by the bed-Hde, holding in both her 
hands, one of her hufband's, and bathing it 
with her tears. Mr. Lucas had fcarcely per- 
formed half his duty, before the fo\il, for 
which he was praying, quitted the body. 

Mr. Lucas, after adminiftering confolation 
to Mrs. Goodwin, and offering the affiftance 
of a difihterefted friend, in any concerns in 
which fhe might require fuch affiftance, rei« 
iljurncd to Sydney-Grave. " 



CHAPTER XXXVIII- 

tove and Law. 

X wo days afterwards. Captain Roberts 
arrived with his lady, whom he thought pro- 
per to bring on this occafion, Mr. Lucas hav- 
ing in his letter, intimated to him the nature 
of the bufinefs on which he wiflied his imme- 
diate return ; and fhe being the dafghter of 
Mr. Le Brun, was perfonally interefted ia 

\atever refpefted his property. 

Captain Roberts was highly gratified, on 

finding in his houfe an officer fo diftinguiflied 

in the fervice he loved, as Admiral M'Bride ; 

fif^ was ihe admiral lefs pleafcd with the pxanljr 
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^ife a good caufe^Md J . 
it pi^fent vifit, to thai r 
li&idihis cbaraQeris diflinguifiiedi' 
r|;,* Xhcfe are haDdfomc complimc^Js^ 
ti^eadmiral^ ' from one, whom it S;Pf ^ 
inai^ deprive of a very conliderable m 
. * I| came to me under fuch 
circymftances/ anii^ered Captain , R 
^ 4|i9t I b^e always coniidered it jrathetj 
ftewardihip, than an inheritance/ . ;;^ ;^,^ 
} I am buppy,* the admiral faid, ^ ti^i|i 
jufti<x and liberality of your difpofilioitv 
etude all pciCbiiity of legal wrangling 
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that, if cur claim be juft, it will not be imyp^f:. 
ed by needlefs altercation. But/ contix^i^^ 
the admiral, * this gentleman,* pointj 
Mr. Lucas, * has fully faiisfied me AS,tl<|i 
condud we might expert on your part.f 

Captain Roberts expreffed a hope^^ia!^ 
fpeedy decifion of^the matter in que{Uo|i 
not accelerate ':^ithe admiral's departur^i;^ 
that he would prolong his vifit as muc^ 
convenieAtly could. To this the adm||i 
jTwered byPli^Do.w of affent. , ^^ 

Mr. lucas now informed Captain t 
of the death of Goodwin. * 1 fhould 
pO|Ctit;e/ faid the Captain, ^ if 1 faid ot 
than that I Jim not ioxxy for it.— Poor 
1»hen Ihe was young and fooliih, ftien 
ovir mother, and tyranriiied.©ver S/^ 
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ie ittanatlbh fiie met wfiB from CrOodwm» 
lOugh brutal and unpardoii^b^^nl^im, liai 
id a beneficial effed upon hei"* ' She tiat^^^^; 
^ienced fomc years of infclicity--^it"^li ^ 1^^ 
DT own fault, if the reft of her day^ are' iioi 
ippy/ ^ 'V: 

IVk. Lucas briefly related to Captain Ro« c 
srt€ all the circumftances refpefling the claim 
'Alfred } informing him at the fame time,^ 
: the whole matter being concealed from that : 
Ming man, who deferved, be believed, their ^ 
mevoient attention, at lead, fliould he not 
x>ve to be the grandfon of Admiral Sydney, 
aptain Roberts faid, he wouldwilliixgly cbh- 
ir in any meafure that fhould be deemed 
x>per, which might contribute to the advan- 
ge of a perfon entitled to fuch recommenda- / 
ons. He wiflied, however, that the matter 
light reft for a few days, as he was anxious to 
tend his fift^r, and to render her thole fer- ^ 
ices which her widowed ftate required. The 
imiral declared, that he ftit himfelf too much ' 
kterefted in the event of tliis bufinefs, to per- 
il his thinking the few days, loft which he 
lould pafs in waiting the decifion, and plea- yi 
$tly added, that he fliould think himlelf un- ^1^ 
'ateful to coniplain whilft he was oil board i|^ 
^magnificent a veflel, in fo plealiant an har- -^ 
^» and therefore, leaving every thin| tojthe '^'^ 
?ity of the gentlemen before him/li(e "* 
^ fiatiently v^ait to kno^ the iffue. '''^'-'^; ^ 
redt meanwhile, was pailing bis ti|ne^ ■ 
Neville and Mr s • R oberts^ w^. 1^ 
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^^iatr'whcn I aflure yoQ^ilmt ^\% 
itftap^^rt of the moft beauti|^ * 
ioidre!---for/ added he, bbceiiig^^ 
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riecolkfly ladic3 feeing either of yo^«f|^rv%^^ 
||:4n4/pray> Sir/ aiked Mrs. Nc^il|ei,tffliit 
piSirrews that?* - ;.J:^ ^ 

fO, that I don't know/ anfw^r^d ^ 
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M9 then/ laid Mrs* Roberts^ r* ^ 
^CM|^d fee vho this wonderful creattir^^ 
»^a away they tripped up flairs, Alfred ;_,_^ 
td^njg« As Ibonas they opened thedoc^^J^tff^ 
£re4 ipTung before them, and pointed ott^^;|igir 
IKirtrait as they walked up the faloon, , J 
dleo^ Mr. Johnftone/ cried Kn. Neyil|(^^ 
fiat i>^ the refemblance of Mifs Howaii^ 
iw|{/i he lovely !* ;. 

^* That, 1 believe/ faid Mrs. |(.obert% 
the portrait of Mifs Sydney, the ad^ 
daughter.' . .^ 

*^It is, anfwered Mrs. Neville j* ai]|fl|i1 
fipircely does jpftice to her charms. Pooi^ ' 
^iiFt ! flie was juft nineteen when ihe f^ 
thatjpii^Mre, which the admiral fcarcely 
4j^y contemplating, after fhe left 4^ 

* And pray, madam/ faid A\fr^^^fk 

^^».at I know not/ replied Mrf^ 
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P^a--»* that I know not^for^i^^E#Jj|| 
F td^r^fiJe with her aunt/ ta^Gt^li®^ 
fonSe occurrences, which' 
? K '•See ! fee r cried Mrs. Roberts, 
^^ . poft-chaife up the lawn— I woiider 










1* coming I' — - \ 

Alfred caft a look :— ^ Good Heaven P-lii^ 

















exsiaimed, *it i% my mother and— aacl-* 
V Howard !' ; J-^i^ 

I \^ Gome theii,* (aid Mrs. Neville, *Iet iisS|-?; 
' icend and wdcome them/ They had not^|ii6if } 
reached the door, before Mifs Howard, '<eiAn 
quiring^for Admiiral M*Bride, entered 
baU accompanied by Marthat 

The ladies and the adntiral apipeared alndr(>1lfj 
at the fame inftant. * Tou will ncJt be 1^^^ 
prifed. Sir,* (aid Mils Howard, addreflinf 1^^ 
admiral, • at our appearance here, after t{S)ii[ 
lefter you lent to my mamma— (he thought^^ 
quite neceffary that Mrs. Johnftone ffipuTWl 
co^e, as flie might perfonally explain circani* ^ I 
ftances relative to*-— —« v-S 

.\ The admiral, wilhing the matter ftill tor i^; ^^ 
: main concealed from Alfred, who was prafeii^ ^;v; 
: ititerrupted the young lady : * My good frieiMtgp 
M*s; Howard's attention to my concerns,' (ai^^^^ 
the admiral, * merits ray kindeft acknowled^^jp 1 
tt^nts^* Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Npil^ -^ ^ 
condadied them into the parlour, where tlii^ 
w<5rfe Welcomed by Gaptain Roberts and lVIrw|^ 
Lucas'^ the admiral obferving that they \^e^^^^ 
k Iwesiileoiire dti fome ui;gen:t buffnefe of^ t | 
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n to Kfleaoit «ib^' 
wherein Ma^^ 
ferviceable to -the idMiSr^^4^l^ 
lui$4iad no opportunity of 
any fuch opportunity 
took care to cautba^ 
and Martha on the prd] 

iffairs of Mrs. Goodwin daiii|& 
itlN^iion of Qaptain Roberts » and ti^ 
li^gnear at hand, it was agreed r^haif^^ 
^^des fliould remain at Sydney«>Grote^lll4 
#> ^rther inveftigation take place^ dU ll 
cereiuony was over. Alfred was rejoii£:€d^<l!E» 
Hear this determination, as it pronufed li^ 
thepleafureofatmofl: continually conti 
ing f he beauties of Mifs Howard, wha^^ 

: iK)t lefs pleafed with the idea of a few 

^ 4denee in fo charming a place, and wichi 
fo congenial to her feelings, as (he ii 

; iohccived ihe ntight find in Mrs. RoberMi 

vMts. Neville, 
ri >iifsHoward awoke early the neit^ 
ing, and the profpeft from her wind< 
too inviting, not to tempt her to walfe 
S^e had fcarcely palTed into the retir«d^| 
Ig?^ the garden, at the back of the mai^ 
flie was met by Alfred, who had loiij^ 
tad was waiting with imparieaceioiM 
?ffhkh (hould again bring hioi ti^< 
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p.rodiiced a miie 
on on both fides, whicht the yo|t|^ 
a;diSipatedv by entering imo i^p^lm]ii ^_„ 
p^fei^teiams on the ipcrt they wer e trayisfelii^ 
I^S^^it always fills me with regret/ ia^^l^l^^^ 
" PEpward. * when I refleft, that fce^ tira" 
p^i^hefe are ufually the property of thdie who 
' ■ '^ave little enjoyment in them, but who gtae^ 
*ally prefer the fbphifticated pleafares>^pfeA» 
low II life, to thofe of nature^ thus in her-^^^ 
£i£lion. Were fuch a place as this niitoeil 
^ould quit it with as much regret as ourJFirft 
iParents quitted Eden.* . o^^^^ 

.Alfred declared, that rural fcenes alwa^i 
gave him more pUafure than any other ; • ii^- 
if it were not eovetincj one's neighbofu^*#\ 
ipods h^addeJi *I(hould wifhthis domilfe 
were mine, that I might (hew my gratitude id 
ti^feJjbve nioft,>by prefenting it to yoo*/ / 
<» -^M^ Howard courtefled, and exprefled her 
^i(2^re, that her mamma had been any way 
{(^.Qmeatartoliis welfare, Xo as to excite hu 
gratitude* 

;";'. My admiration of Mifs Howard, repliei 
Alfred, • is not lefs than my gratitude to: h^ 
b^lpsted parem ;: ^nd Ifolemnly protbftj^ih^ 
fl^^e^i^ nothing- thi« world could give whicfe:^ 
iaauidfo ardently defire, as to prove ^myfidl^ 
MM^. <^ the favours 1 have received, and ^ 
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^/^^iteleed,i Mr. Johalloiie,* fai^ Mifs How^ft 






||4^^^Gfefttre^ herlelf happy* ^^> ^ 

^t^^it^js^ail in her p^wer to (hew th^^iriliSr^^' 
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jt>f i|ir ftr vi^;y€iiti«ll 
ar^i^)^ thertiaads of 

j^lalf nlways cb^riJb thai 
p^fi^hh ti due >ta bim ^' 

^^^f^^^^ !*^ cried Alfrcdsp^ 

|fV f ii«^d to Heaven, tbat in &vki§ 
werefp» 6r in doing; any hecQ 
^loft my own 5* 

fSTjav, Mr. lohiiftonie^'anfiwer^C 
«rith a look of tender concern^:;! 
I^^ougiit rather to wHh heaven ui^ 
f Uf^^iince you find it thus ^le^ 
friefkds* 
5^^^ Bot/ replied Alfred»confipder^h<nrifi 
^ muft be to him, \x4io is precluded i^ 
ily of happiaef$ I— Mvhd uoibit 
l^^res that he never can poflfefs ! 
V-*Jt is obr duty/ Mif$ Howard 
^\ 4heck all inordinate defire ; 6atidit 
'" Ijpily 1 cajinot: think yM capable d^ 

lypi^ikQxrt on ought, which 'rqa£ba 
tjlever can be yours.' > , >:^ 

i^ A de^ figh efcaped the bolpm of 
- } ^., > Befide^/ (he continued,^ we^ 
|0 bear iarecoUedkion the chstnceft _ 
|f>! which ti^e ts fi^l^^jed ; and,/that the 
< ^^^une,. or rath^i; fey, dbe wiU of pi 
^£|.0&enand j^ fuddenly ^ exalte thisr 
^aijd !^ m^ riches into ^•^ 

1^ j^tj^e^ a cowardly 
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^ ilS^ % diflfercnt^ from Jf ours, to 

t^; , J^air. Tou know not \iat 
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^- (htJI, tadiied, eflfern tife of ftirtte y^S^^fl™ 

•. iMvrered AlfreJ, * tf you encrjMtzJTQ it1h2 'fepy^^ 

^ ^ ^ f-ivei^ exclaiiried ^Mife fioMkit ^^^i 

' ererf thhig calls on you to liVe, arid to l*e 

lii{>ppf:* ^Ott have yoiub^ and hei^lth, toj^ 

iriendf/ ;- • ^.. r:.i,U^, 

>%>{tid»ed, you 'hive t' cirxed a voice toeh^d 
tWit; They both (tarted and t arned. It wil 
^1^ Lacas, wh^ overheard N^tfs Hj\rani*i%ft 
woT(hr He apologfeed, and faid^, the tur|t9|f 
an angle bad brought hini unexpe£l<^d{y iiil^ 
Aem^ They expreHed the pleadtre they^ hii 
in meeting with him. • I am forry,* Hiid: I^|^ 
Lucas, ^ mat Mr. johnflane does ndt feem to 
enjoy that cheerfiilnefs, which might haturallf 
lie ^xpe£ted in one, who as you have jdS ob* 
^rtedr has youth, health, and friends.^ -. ; f 
« Sir,' repliedi Alfred, * I am grateful fc*^k 
bleflings 1 enjoy ; and I feel myfelf happy i^k^I 
things^ except that of my total inability of prov- 
ing by a£fioiis, the extent of my gfatiti|de/^ 
^ t *^Miracles have not yet ccafed,* retarjt^uc^ 
'M^ituca8*—*^i(ne works them every day, 
l^kx^ flie tblMng year ii^fui) of them.*— 
<C!iftumflances /yiT/arife favorable to your Bdi^ 
lieAres ; meantime, you will always feel a leli« 
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Ay, levin in wiihing the felicity erf cKhers^^ ^-'-'^^ 
•M^liey proceeded ih their walk, the cdtiififi^ M 
{|]|^ beaming geaerali but iriterftia^ yiEr "^ 




fe^' 






'■■^r 



'ii.-'^i 



^' 



.«■- 



14<5 









anchor, without ^mg 





iiQ|be put in a fairer q:^d 
Mr* :Moiit^^U€ unitea ipi 




li^ratity cff a gentleman/ ,^ 
; 'J do not wi(h, however,*" faid 
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Jt^ittili , * that you Ihould rely 
"gimHon/^ if it prove unfavorable to 

thoiij^h, be his^ decifion what ifc 
acquiefce in it with great cheetl) 
I^U may afterwards have recourfe,^ 
la#, or equity, as you may be advifetf/^ ^^i^ 

•^Ffom the ehar after you haveu 
thijr Gentleman,' rejoined the adoiirai,: ^^ 
we'ffiall not feel ourfelves under any.^ 
©f going further j. and I truft, this 
jaot ib deeply involved in perplexity^^ 
prevent our ready concurrence in his^ 

The fame day^ the admiral, 
hffcUy and Mr. Lucas, riding out t 
caUed upon Mr. Montague, and thef 
briefly communicated to him the parti 
this extraordinary hi(lory« 

Mn Montague, giving due 
mirai M*Bride and Mrs. Howard,J;fcK 
good intentions, and benevolent^ 
declared that he conceived the claic^^ 
groutided on an entire impofition <m 
:0f4hii^ Martha Johnftone. He- 
%)aA&end6d the geiulemen ^jQ^i 



Captj|^ 










u 



^^t 



^ 

m 



'■'^'^Bw 



.9*^^ 



it 






•-^r 



V^:-^ 












It; »■ -' 



■••r 



^^ij 



■M> ' 




rx It 5 o Y« 



3*7 





e^tfSnf i«an,' as he ecHild nd: ixfc 
ise any difappoim ment fr omiPalfe jlopesV 
■fee affured tbc«i, that the ftory was foa 
Wtrd romantic, to be worthy of feribus c|>i» , 
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Wty faid Captain Roberts, • it is certaia ;;*^ 
woman did know Louifa Sydney ; for, ; 
^iua^ nearly fainted at the light of her 
|We fei the faioon, where, indeed^ fhe begs >^ 
^Sfe trioft of her time/ <; 

^Qfliat may be, anfwered Mr. Montague* 
ikiirmgit know Mifs Sydney, and fhe ;«iiy - 
rvfei poffeffion of the admiral's picture; but 
>w far do thefe things go to prove this boy 
ang the child of Louifa Sydney ? orbetUg 
ch, that he is legitimate ? However, it is foj^ ; 
nate# that this Martha Johilftone is at Syd* ^ 
jy*Grove ; and, if you will have the goodnefg :, 
Jet her be brought to me to-morrow, I wijl^" 
Lamine her as to the neceflary points-; and " ' 
I the fucceedingl day, I will attend yojyi 
aAe Grove, and give you my final opinion ^ 
i the refult of my enquiries/ * 

The gentlemen departed, well fatisfied with . 

f* M^taguje's obfervations ; and Martha' |" 
ll^nd^d him the next morning, accompanied 
jr^e of Captain Roberts*^ iervants, who ^. 
aii^ered to wait, and bring luer back. She ^ 
)t:||ilued with Mr. Montague upwards of fiye -^^ 
CfM^ ; and, the fticceeding day, at noon, that ' 
eiiiAigman appeared at Sydney-G 
ntjilil c^ giving his decided opinion , on i& 
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♦r^^ If Mn Montague^s aittvaj^ 
ci^iivet fiition with Captdin l^p ^ 
^infotmed him, that hi^ f^iilt)^ 
i^gbi^e^n alteration, and ip cdii 
|i^JK4a^A^ imparted to hite, 
Ibc claim of the boy was well fbur^.^^,. 
^^ITba*, being ^h^ cafc, Captain /Rg^ 

\ij^r^^ Mr. Montague's* V* 

;4^d his reafons for it, might be dect _, 
fore all the panics concerned; andt^|^ 
€Ould not but be curious and intereil^' '^^ 
%ips Mr. Montague would have no p 

, tonncluding among his auditors, itt^ 
jSies. Mr. Montague left that entirely 
43ifcretion of Captain Roberts, who iin 
a^ely ccnduded him into the dravi4n|| 
inhere fat Mrsj^Robert€/ Mrs. Ni^iil^^ 
Ifoward^ and Martha. The Admiraiiittcl 
JLucas foon after entered, with Alfre2| 
Mr. Montague thus addrefled : ; te 

* lam happy to communicate t<| 
entire change it\ ycur fortune anj^ 
fiances in life, vWch you owe to 
and humane interference of the wor 
r^l M*Btide, and the no lefe woir) 
Ho5vard.* 
^^Iti'Alfred bowed with great erocjt 

"^ ft alleyeis been turred on Jii 
five been feen, that Mifs H6 
a 
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liiiiu be ha^ ' iii(feB 

5^i|^ttention, or, perhaps^t!i^^f%^ 

I^^Kiiamre. Itis liot tj^ceflary |b^ 

^fib^tinftance, to detair tfieaoV^ifS^ 

ifl'e^g gentleman, with whidK J.hi^^ 

il^ade acquainted by his fbftefiriv^^*'^ 

' *t^nainly deferves well, for the care a 

i Ihe has beftowed. But it is necdfitty^;^ 
s^lQ-ihew the nature and propriety or hii 
Pllti:^ theeftates of the late Admiral Sydnfej^" 
I ^Jlieadmiral had a daughter* Louife.3yiii^ 
iXiirho, iome time before her fath^r^s di^iuhV 
ed in London, with an aunt, from wh6$|i 
it was reported, (lie had departed In ^i' 
j||lifchly difcreditable to herlelf^ and <dei^ 
pi^y ^al to her father's peace ; for, he did 
^^ngfurvive it. His fitter, about the feme . 
lli^-reduced by a courle of di3ipation| f^t0^ 
^^pance. The health of the admiral had: ;^ 
"^ ^ en infirm j and, finding he could not t^ij 
this fhock, he inftantly detern^ined 0^^;^^ 
^a new will, and deftroying thaf^^flfeii^^ 
my poffelEon, by which he had dlv&p 
daughter ail he pofleffed, with the e|^ 
irtoti\i>iV^^^ thjQufand pounds to his fift<^% 
^B||^$e^niy{e^ his fervants, conftila^ 

liit:^^^?"^ 5^^ the guairdia^ 
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^v^mfec The admiral dyin^^ 
'^'^^*^'^*^* fee him, or receive ^b*^-^ 
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. • wJCyet remajuii amoug theJfe jp2p«^*? 
|^>?rh£ Admirals &/? will 2s!il>t^ 
^^^Kriting, and \yhich I here produce lp% 
"^^^ckres. That in conlequence^of t&i?ft 
du£toihis daughter arid his fifter,;h"' 
them incapable of prefeiving ptopet 
therefore gives aii his real and perfoii^' 
to his irierd, Mr. le Brun j ieavirijf i|- 
difcretion to make fuch provifion for bis 
ter, Louifa, as he fhonld think proper.!^ 
it. alio a letter from ihe Admirul to M' 
Brun J in which he is informed cf this wl 
requeuing him to confider the names dft 
C2i^ and KobertSj as particularly dear to(1 
meaning both our worthy friends, here g' 

* Imdtr this authority, Mr. Le Bru^nfi 
poireffion. Due means v,ere ufed to 
Looiia Syc-ney, but in vain. Year a 
einpkd, till at length Mr. Le Btun hitn^ 
edj leaving to h'u fon-in-law, Capfain^l 
berts* all he poff£ir::d ; in confeqiince of 
he has feverai yeau been, and now is,i 
prefeDtativc oi: Admiral Sydney, and n\\ 
joymentof his proptny, with thedifcr 
powci* vetted in Mr. Le Crun. 

' By a concurrence of extraordinary 

:^nd fuch ajr I (licuid be niclintd to 

5^|thaut tlrong vt^uchers, it ^pj ears 

Qfe"'0yducy, lab^.^'^rijig imJti hci fa^ 

^j^gifure, n.arri^d r- Air. Jornflone^^ 
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^OT^OfS^attH ^ Are not you^ then^who 

i||p|p$n ijie bfirft of pareats— ^re not yuu my 






^t^^^bntague wag proceediig ; Alfred irf* 
fruited him.-— But 'my mother, Sir!^*-^fiij^ 
(3/lmother !— where is ihe ?' 
f ■ Jri giving you Mtcy ifhe (acriliced her o^«^4* 
Alfved fh^d tearsi-^Mr. Montague coixti- 
lisd.: * Wexonie aow to the prefent ftati^ of: 
t queiiian, wjiich is very limple; If LooKa^ 
rdney was really married to Mr. johnilo^^, 
4; this -be his ion, there eau no idbubt 
muii as to the Admiral's hal ^^xhi 
:ing the right of Mr; Alfred Johnftone^ as 
$grandfon, the AdmiraPs laji^ will not totich- 
g tJiOfe, for waul of due form 5 but, the/^rf 
«a/ propertVj which, with the mdncy tnthts 
ttdsjamoum^ to about eight thoufand pounds, , 
rfiV by the iall will, to Captain Roberts, as 
^ reprefentative of Mr. Le Brun ; the want 
form in this paper not fulftUiag the tfifti^^ ^*' 
^;int<?ntianin that ref^^eft. -'.-./^..vvfe.r ;•■''' ' 
iViJutyou will all naturally a(k, and/ ifedel^ . ^; 
wwiW appear an 'nlurmouatable obftaclc^f^f^^ 
9f th^ marriage of Loai(a Sydney fhali' 1)^ %^^ 
iiy% m&0% tb« reports which hate pr^yailed^^i y|^ 
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ipj^ i>C Louifa Sidney. That tfife 

fll LouHlr and the grandfon of the late Ad- 

t^rWhok chriftian name he bears^ cs^ be 

Ifd on no other ground, thun the identity 

:fe£l vperfou ; and I fee no rqafon to*queftion 
the reft of the evidence, and the parti- 
^fikfs, of the (lory , fo ftrongly coiiiciding,-^ 
S4r$. Thompfon airures me, ihe never had a 
;hild of herown* However, to put this nu$-' 
jBr on as firm a footing as we polBbly can, 1^ 
kdvife, that Mr, Lucas, as a magiftrate, doail^ • 
ninilfcer to Mrs. Tharapfon an o^ih, import* 
n^, that Mr. Alfred lohnfloae. here prefenft. 
s the child of which ihat lady was 4|&Uvereu^ 
irho gave to her thir> picture and thcMei^p^ts^* 

Mr. Lucas, more powerfully toimprefstbe 
mnd of Martha, rc^uefted all the company to 
iTife ; and taking the New Teftament in bis 
jajad, he folemniy propounded the oath to herw 
The utnioft filence prevailed. Whh equal fo- 
emnity. il;e kIiT<ijd thebooKr and having done 3 
'p^ threw her(ci^ into the arms of Alfred, and 
jurfl into tears : God is witnefs, cried fhe> 
.vti:*ou art the fon uf the lady who gave me the 
pftpre and the book.* - / 

f AHhavin!^ refumed their feats, Mr. Moa^ 
p^t^fei^, ' 1 bblieVe it will be needleft . for; 
i^,tc{.iiif ^e an remarks oa^hepre* 

ladecd, I could add Httk pjuoJset^' 
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iwiyi^i^I^ied the «drh&al \ 

jiflte tenriff^^ft^ ^^^ the bu(ih€fs. ^R%? 
il^^^ic|i&a tb attend >ihe nest i^^ at 
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^4(d a^oke^I^ the next mc«ifwftf|-aiid 
la^tb jC0ii^^ he had not beed 11 

If^^aili^ ^ I am 

^veii, aad t ought to be happy^ 
M^gh, it feems, to make many happy. 'i®il 
bat felicity can abundance bring to m^^i uiKt 
& I ihare it with ?* '— — A. protund ^ figl||pi^ 
mted' his uttering the name : . aridnlje^looflr 
jfcended, truftingtomeet with Mifs fife||^<k 
[ewas dllappointed J for, he did nd^%ef^^ 
I breakfaft, when the ladies were alt jop: 
creating the Admiral to repeal his^ifet^li 
it^ he laid, it ma^>e done in full com^^^^ 
J Ihould waittiii Mr, Montague arrived^ ^^^ 
:That gentleman, punctual to hfs tfftief Jig#^ 
»ared at twelve ; and what the Admiraf^alfc 
la fail iroiirt was foon formed. The bufi&i^J 
miifted in Captain Rooerts and Mr. i0ki^ 
ae deiivering to Alfred all the writings and 
ipers of his grandfather ; Mr. Montague 'de^ ' 
goring to him the purpofe of each. Whilflt thfe 
jtemony was performing, Admiral M^Bfide 
as called out of the room. After Alfred wa^ 
^is inYcfted with all his rights, and MfrJjLu* 
II, i^to^ fortunes had ctunged for tJ^bet* 
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j] ^ uonc, give me leave lo miraauce lo ^ 

\ aunt, Mils Sydaey/ v '. ^J^ 

i' * May dear Madam?* exclaimed |A|" 

j * how happy am I to embrace you i* ^i, ^^ 

, * lam proud/ flie replied, ^ tqbeinttolti^^ 

to fo amiable a relative as you are repre£i^j^^ 

to be, by this, my bett of friends, who h^j^fi 

I leafcd me from the depth of calamity/ ; ^4 

♦ I can never futficiently thank the admkif^ 

faid Alfred, ' for his benevolence apd atfeQ^lM 

in my behalf. I will endeavour to deferv^M 

good opinion/ - <l 

'Ay,* cried the admiral. ^ I have n^t 

;• of your proving yourlelf the grandfba of I 

brave friend \ but I could aot have iatrqi^^dlK^ 

' your aunt to you without me affiftance jdI^ 

agent, to whom, more than to me your 

are due/ ^ 

The admiral then opened the doorii 

Mife Howard exclaimed, * Qood heav^fl^^ 

is my mamma V Mrs. Howard had>ia4 





I" einotldns of our young friend, as ihe' 

' i of otJt on the point of fufFering fome 

^'itiftead'of coming to a large fortune. 

is, this fortune will be a fad incum- 

,^ «b him, if it is notflmred by— —Nay, 

^Votrtced ndt blufii ib~you know it is 

^difficult' to fay, whether Mifs Howard 
iStlfi^ed was the more confufed. 
:|4y dear, Eliza,* faid Mrs. Howard, iak: 
?i6r daughter's hand, ' you knew it was ne- 
ffhy wirti to controul your inclinations, be- 
jpfel knew you would never fix them on an 
proper objcQ'. 1 he /.dmiral has ftrorgly fo- 
itie^ me in Mr. Jobnfl:onQ*s favor— the red 
^^ins with youvfelf ; but all in good time.' 
^ AH in good time, indeed,* rejoined the Ad- 
mli * jio time could be better ; here is Mn 
Q»btagne will tie the fortune in n.arriagefet- 
inents ; here is Mr. Lucas will tie their 
b^l in the church ; and 1 cm flrangely mif. 
ftk if their hearts are not tied alrerKly,* 
ifir*?be midft of the g<^neral glee, which per'', 
the company, the Io^'ersdc?pcd ihatpar- 
•' attention \^hich nuift have greiu!y en- 
3 their ccnfufion. Ihe ladies all Jpeedl- 
fed ; and the gentlemen remained to 
be necefTary airvingcniefifs for the ap- 
tig nuptials ; the adiniia! promifing to 
Wi^^Sit the altar, to five ti.e hand cf Lii^ 

S:;few day>'?, every thing wap; prcparr-d f— 
' '^;.accorc!iT;g to tlie (;ircci^:ns ir\tho ad- 
illy feck (he najae oi bvv\xv^-^. V\\.% 
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^epcnSent of the fuiiis vhkh Alfred p 
ieai'e her from all fubfiftiiig enpifearr^fi 
On Martha he fettled one huiiK^te^-^ 

y^ar for ber life, if (l-e remained at " 
Grove ; and iwo hundred, if fbe chofe 
cllewbere. To all the ladies, he tnadfe 
preknts ; and, to Lliza 13ov>ard, h^ 
family jewels, which had b'een car^fi 
fervid in the family manficn. Mattel 
finally adjufted, and the ladies having pi 
their dreiles, Eliza Howard was led to d 
Ly Alfred Jchnficne Sydney ; the adn 
iiciaiing as the biide*& father, and M^ 
ptrtoi ming the ceremony of uniting tw 
whcfc hearts gloved viith that pure an< 
{p} alTtiUon, which could not tail of pn 
the n»utT!al and conftant felicity, b) 
iicBven meant peculiarly to diHingi 
matrimonial union. 

Ihus terminated {he /orrc%cf of A 
vhoie iiifaxic) arid ycuth hsd hitheitj 
'i^.iiikcd by calamitous viciflitudes, rj 
ixLjn the imprudence of a mother, ii 
iKtlelf in ihe fafiiicnable diflipatiom 
tune ; while his own condufl had im 
chunked the proteOion of that pro^ 
which pays no refped to perfons ; 
timittciy rewardb^ wiih happ intfs, the 
principics, and rtftitude of heart, whj 
tiuifornily dillinguifhed the charadet 

jLi.fcCrGAK BOy ! 
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